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PENTECOST VIRTUAL WORSHIP
MAY 16, 2021

WELCOME
PRELUDE

Pianist: Francine Krasowska

CALL TO WORSHIP responsive, from Psalm 98
Spirit of the living God, visit us again on this day of Pentecost.
Come, Holy Spirit.
Like a rushing wind that sweeps away all barriers,
Come, Holy Spirit.
Like tongues of fire that set our hearts aflame,
Come, Holy Spirit.
With speech that unites the Babel of our tongues,
Come, Holy Spirit.
With love that overlaps the boundaries of race and nation,
Come, Holy Spirit.
OPENING HYMN
"Wind Who Makes All Winds that Blow"
Wind who makes all winds that blow—
gusts that bend the saplings low,
gales that heave the sea in waves,
stirrings in the mind's deep caves—
aim your breath with steady power
on your church, this day, this hour.
Raise, renew the life we've lost,
Spirit God of Pentecost.

Fire who fuels all fires that burn—
suns around which planets turn,
beacons marking reefs and shoals,
shining truth to guide our souls—
come to us as once you came;
burst in tongues of sacred flame!
Light and Power, Might and Strength,
fill your church, its breadth and length.
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Holy Spirit, Wind and Flame,
move within our mortal frame.
Make our hearts an altar pyre.
Kindle them with your own fire.
Breathe and blow upon that blaze
till our lives, our deeds, and ways
speak that tongue which every land
by your grace shall understand.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Generous God, you send us the Spirit of courage, but we have been afraid. You send us the Spirit
of truth, but we cling to our illusions. You send us the Spirit of healing, but we cannot let go of
our hurts. Spirit of forgiveness, come to us again: shake our hearts, set our souls on fire with your
love: send us out into the world rejoicing in your power. Help us to live the way of your justice
and love. Amen.
WORDS OF ASSURANCE
SCRIPTURE Acts 2:1-21
When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. And suddenly from heaven
there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting.
Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. All of them were
filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability.
Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. And at this sound the
crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in the native language of
each. Amazed and astonished, they asked, “Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? And how is it
that we hear, each of us, in our own native language? Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of
Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of
Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabs—in our
own languages we hear them speaking about God’s deeds of power.” All were amazed and perplexed,
saying to one another, “What does this mean?” But others sneered and said, “They are filled with new
wine.”
But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, “Men of Judea and all who live
in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say. Indeed, these are not drunk, as you
suppose, for it is only nine o’clock in the morning. No, this is what was spoken through the prophet Joel:
‘In the last days it will be, God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, and your sons and
your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream
dreams. Even upon my slaves, both men and women, in those days I will pour out my Spirit; and they
shall prophesy. And I will show portents in the heaven above and signs on the earth below, blood, and
fire, and smoky mist. The sun shall be turned to darkness and the moon to blood, before the coming of
the Lord’s great and glorious day. Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.’

SERMON
SPECIAL MUSIC
TIME OF PRAYER

“Tongues”
"Holy Spirit" by Francesca Battistelli

Rev. Ruth Everhart
Soloist: Harper Denhard

Offering of Joys & Concerns (use chat feature or unmute)
Pastoral Prayer
The Lord’s Prayer unison

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the
power and the glory, forever. Amen.

TIME FOR GIVING
This church’s budget comes from the pledges and gifts of friends and members.
You can give online through Paypal or send a check.
Prayer of Dedication of Gifts

unison

O God of mercy, we offer these, our gifts, to your church, that we may witness
more faithfully, rejoice more fully, and serve with greater strength and presence,
in the place and time you have given us. We pray in the name of Jesus, Amen.

CLOSING HYMN

"Spirit of God, Descend Upon My Heart"
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1 Spirit of God, who dwells within my heart,
wean it from sin, through all its pulses move.
Stoop to my weakness, mighty as you are,
and make me love you as I ought to love.

3 Did you not bid us love you, God and King,
love you with all our heart and strength and mind?
I see the cross there teach my heart to cling.
O let me seek you and O let me find!

2 I ask no dream, no prophet ecstasies,
no sudden rending of the veil of clay,
no angel visitant, no opening skies;
but take the dimness of my soul away.

4 Teach me to feel that you are always nigh;
teach me the struggles of the soul to bear,
to check the rising doubt, the rebel sigh;
teach me the patience of unceasing prayer.

CHARGE & BENEDICTION
Pianist: Francine Krasowska

POSTLUDE
ANNOUNCEMENTS
Welcome!

The Palisades Community Church is a progressive, welcoming, intentionally diverse
congregation located in the northwest quadrant of Washington, DC. We are nearly one hundred
years old: post-denominational, dedicated to religious inclusiveness, and committed to giving
back to our community and world.
We believe that all people are unconditionally welcome and that the teachings of Jesus call us
to love and serve all of our neighbors, both in the Washington, DC community and beyond.
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