THE PALISADES COMMUNITY CHURCH
5200 Cathedral Ave NW Washington, D.C. 20007
thepalisadescommunitychurch.org

ORDER OF SERVICE
APRIL 18, 2021
Third Sunday of Easter

WELCOME
PRELUDE "Pass Me Not O Gentle Savior" by William H. Doane
Pianist: Nina Schierow | Soloist: Victoria Stanley
CALL TO WORSHIP
Psalm 150, responsively
Praise the Lord! Praise God in the sanctuary; praise God in the mighty firmament!
Praise God for mighty deeds; praise God according to God’s surpassing greatness!
Praise God with trumpet sound; praise God with lute and harp!
Praise God with tambourine and dance; praise God with strings and pipe!
Praise God with clanging cymbals; praise God with loud clashing cymbals!

Let everything that breathes praise the Lord! Praise the Lord!

OPENING PRAYER

unison

God of love, you have loved us first and continue to love us lavishly. We come this
morning longing to love you in return. We hunger for your healing love in our lives as we
long to love ourselves and our neighbors. Fill our longing hearts as we join together to
worship you, so that we may pour out our very lives as an offering of praise and love for
you in this world, through Christ our Lord. Amen.

OPENING HYMN

“Be Thou My Vision"

#595

Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart;
naught be all else to me, save that thou art.
Thou my best thought, by day or by night,
waking or sleeping, thy presence my light.
Be thou my wisdom, be thou my true word;
I ever with thee, and thou with me, Lord.
Born of thy love, thy child may I be,
thou in me dwelling and I one with thee.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION unison
Almighty and eternal God, you are the strength of those who believe, the hope of those
who doubt, the faith of those who have not seen. Forgive our shaky beliefs, our doubt, our
un-faith. Open our eyes so that our hearts may be set aflame. Amen.

WORDS OF ASSURANCE
SPECIAL MUSIC “There Is a Balm in Gilead" a traditional African-American spiritual
Pianist: Nina Schierow, Soloist: Victoria Stanley
There is a balm in Gilead
To make the wounded whole
There is a balm in Gilead
To heal the sin-sick soul
Sometimes I feel discouraged
And deep I feel the pain
In prayers the holy spirit
Revives my soul again
If you cannot pray like Peter
If you cannot be like Paul
Go home and tell your neighbor
He died to save us all

GOSPEL READING
SERMON

Luke 24:13-35
“Our Burning Hearts"

Rev. Ruth Everhart

TIME OF PRAYER

Offering of Joys & Concerns (use chat feature or unmute)
Pastoral Prayer
The Lord’s Prayer unison
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

TIME FOR GIVING
This church’s budget comes from the pledges and gifts of friends and members.
You can give online through Paypal or send a check.

Prayer of Dedication of Gifts

unison

O God of mercy, we offer these, our gifts, to your church, that we may witness more
faithfully, rejoice more fully, and serve with greater strength and presence, in the place
and time you have given us. We pray in the name of Jesus, Amen.

CLOSING HYMN

“Sing of One Who Walks Beside Us"

#231

We have walked with God as strangers through the journey of the day,
and have told him of the violence that has swept our hope away.
God has offered words of comfort, words of energy and light.
Did our hearts not blaze within us as he broke the bread this night?
Risen one, stay with us, raise us, once again the night is near.
Dine with us and share your wisdom, free our hearts from every fear.
In the calm of each new evening, in the freshness of each dawn,
if you hold us fast in friendship we will never be alone.

CHARGE & BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE

Rev. Ruth Everhart

O Give Thanks by Judith Christie-McAllister
Keyboard/Soloist: Victoria Stanley

Welcome!
The Palisades Community Church is a progressive, welcoming, intentionally
diverse congregation located in the northwest quadrant of Washington, DC. We
are nearly one hundred years old: post-denominational, dedicated to religious
inclusiveness, and committed to giving back to our community and world.
We believe that all people are unconditionally welcome and that the teachings of
Jesus call us to love and serve all of our neighbors, both in the Washington, DC
community and beyond.
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