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Pastor’s Pen

G

reetings, friends! It’s a New
Year and I hope it’s starting
off well for you and your family.
As you can tell from reading
the stories in the Beacon this
month and seeing the beautiful
faces of our members throughout,
Christmas 2019 was lovely. We had a great Advent/
Christmas together. I especially loved welcoming new
friends into the sanctuary for both the special Christmas concert led by Harper Denhard as well as the candlelight Christmas Eve.
As the season of Epiphany begins, we’re seeking to
live into this unique season asking God to help us see
our church in new ways, just as the wise men saw baby
Jesus and knew that he was the One bringing to the
world a new kingdom. We want to know more about
God’s plans for us too as we move into PCC 100. Before we know it, we’ll be celebrating our 100th anniversary as a church and soon you’ll be hearing from a visioning team at our upcoming annual meeting about
just this. They’ve been hard at work over the last couple of months, asking a lot of big picture questions
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with a posture of openness and intentionality.
I’m really excited about this season of the year,
even as cold as it is outside, because it’s an opportunity
for us all to re-group. And ask ourselves the question,
“Why do we do this that we do? Does it add value to
our community?” I’m hoping that we’ll wonder with
fresh eyes about our routines, practices and even the
stuff we’ve kept around our building. And think again
about how God wants us to be a community on mission in the Palisades.
I hope that you’re learning about me that I believe
church should be a place both of joy and authentic
connection. Even with all the problems we face in our
lives and around our world, we’ve still got good news
to share! And as we seek to share it, none of us is ever
alone on the journey alone to follow Jesus.
I’m excited about what the New Year will bring. It’s
going to be a great one!
Epiphany blessings to you all,

Pastor Elizabeth

ANNUAL MEETING & LUNCHEON

Sunday, January26
11am in Memorial Hall
A quorum is needed.
Come, be counted and enjoy a lovely luncheon
with friends and neighbors
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January /February Worship Schedule
Sunday, January 19, 10am —MLK Sunday
Rev. Hagan will preach “What Are We Crying About?”
Psalm 40:1-11; Rev. 21:1-4
Sunday, January 26, 10am
Rev. Hagan will preach “Compelled to Act”
Nehemiah 1:1-11; Psalm 27
Sunday, February 2, 10am—Scout Sunday and
“Souper” Bowl Sunday
Rev. Hagan will preach “What Does God Ask of Us?”
Micah 6:1-8; Matthew 5:1-12
Sunday, February 9, 10am—Communion Sunday
Rev. Hagan will preach “A Courageous Plan”
Nehemiah 2:1-10; Psalm 112:1-9
Sunday, February 16, 10am—
Rev. Hagan will preach “When the Attacks Become
Personal” Nehemiah 6:1-8, 13; Psalm 119:1-8
Sunday, February 23, 10am—Transfiguration Sunday
Rev. McKinney will preach
Wednesday, February 26, 6:30-7:30—
Ash Wednesday dinner and service

Ash
Wednesday
Dinner and
Service
Wednesday, February 26
Join us for a light dinner at 6:30 in
Memorial Hall followed by a brief service
and imposition of ashes at 7:30.
Have You Noticed How Tidy Our
Grounds Are?
Thank you to Andrew O’Neil and Mario’s Landscaping
service for the winter clean up of the Eternity Garden
and landscaping along Hawthorne. We are so grateful
to our friends and neighbors for their support.
Thank you to the crew of Department of Public Works
who offered to help rake/blow the leaves on the West
lawn.
We continue to be so appreciative of our Community.
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A Message from the Council
Our Year in Review

O

ur church enjoyed a year of
active worship, good fellowship, and careful stewardship. The
size of the congregation and Sunday worship attendance was stable.
Our fellowship activities benefited
from the new Hospitality ministry
created last year, innovative fifth
Sunday mission activities, gatherings at folks’ homes, and book
group meetings. Our building space continued housing the preschool, Palisades Village, Jungians, as well
as many other community users.
The Council meets regularly, discusses and addresses usual activities and budgets. I’m happy to report
that the parlor renovation is almost completed. We
have established a working group focused on developing a new organizational structure so our building
space is better managed to serve our community, generate resources needed to maintain and improve it,
while providing our congregation with the space it
needs. The working group will provide recommendations soon.
Our church’s dedicated staff, led by Senior Pastor
Elizabeth Hagan, brought life and energy to our services, increased efficiency, and updated and renovated
our spaces. Pastor Elizabeth completed her second
year as a gifted and visionary leader of our congregation. She provided thought-provoking, engaging and
moving sermons; led book studies and other special
services throughout the year; created opportunities for
us to gather together more often outside of church;
and, crucially, helped move us forward with intentionality as we plan for our future. We are fortunate having
Pastor Elizabeth guiding us during this critical and exciting phase of our congregation’s history.
Remember: All church members are part of the
management team. We are all in this together.
Bill Wilson, Chair
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Mission Update

A

s is our end of the year custom checks for mission giving were made. After consideration, the
following organizations were sent donations: House of
Ruth, St. Paul Nonprofit Charitable Organization
(SPANCO), Fearless Girls, Our Courageous Kids, The
Asylum Seeker’s Project, Friendship Place and So Others Might Eat.

Throughout January we will host a food drive to benefit So Others Might Eat. S.O.M.E. is an interfaith community-based organization that supports the homeless
and those living in extreme poverty in the DC area by
providing a variety of services: affordable housing,
counseling, addiction treatment, job training, food,
clothing and healthcare. We are collecting the following items for S.O.M.E.: Peanut butter, low-sodium
soup, canned fruit and vegetables, meals in a can
(chili, beef stew, spaghetti), brown rice, whole
wheat pastas and sauces, low sugar cereal and oatmeal, healthy snacks, nuts, canned chicken, salmon and tuna. Please drop off donations in the
S.O.M.E bin by the main entrance to the sanctuary by
February 2nd.
Also coming up is our annual Souper Bowl Sunday
also to benefit S.O.M.E. Enjoy a bowl or two during
fellowship, immediately after worship, with friends and
neighbors. Free will donations will be collected. If you
are able to prepare a pot of soup, please see me or Sylvia Becker to let us know what variety you are able to
contribute.
Elise Emil, Missions Chair

3

The Christmas Season

W
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e enjoyed so many lovely special events
this Advent season. On this page
(clockwise from top left): We enjoyed special
music from Fernanda Arber and Mira
Wissman, students of DC Music Academy;
Harper Denhard
and Connie Van Mater per1
formed a beautiful Celtic Christmas concert
accompanied by Jared Denhard on the Celtic
harp; Folks enjoyed a delicious dinner before
the Vesper service on December 11. Facing
page: Some of the church children pose in
front of the tree in Memorial Hall during the
Annual Christmas Tea; Our Christmas Eve
service was well attended; Children from PCC
and the community
gather in front of the
3
neighborhood firetruck with Santa during
3 Santa; (inset) Our adPCA’s Breakfast with
vent mission project was filling Christmas
stockings for Salvation Army.
A Special thank you to the hospitality team,
lead by Sylvia Becker, that helped to make 3
these events possible.

5
4

January/ February 2020

1

2

3

4
5

6
January/February 2020

5

Blood Drive
Sunday, March 1, 9a-1p in
Memorial Hall

If you are able to volunteer some time between 9 and 1
to help facilitate the drive, please see Elise.

JANUARY
4… Joan Barnett
20… Sylvia Becker
26...Pat Gerachis
FEBRUARY
3… Connie Van Mater
7… Polly Johnson
21… Elizabeth Hagan
23...Bill Wilson
28...Alan Darby

If you are able to donate, go to
https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/donation-time
and search by zip code (20016) or date (March 1).

The Palisades Community Church
5200 Cathedral Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20016-2665

Rev. Elizabeth Hagan, Senior Pastor
Rev. Beth McKinney, Assistant Pastor
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202.966.7929 | PalisComCh@verizon.net | www.ThePalisadesCommunityChurch.org
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