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Church Council Corner 

C an you believe it, Thanksgiv-

ing and Christmas are almost 

here!  In anticipation we prepare 

food, decorate homes, buy gifts. 

Our church provides a Christian 

focus on all these activities, as it has 

for almost a hundred years.  It re-

mains a welcome refuge for us and 

our neighbors throughout the year 

and for many different reasons: community preschool, 

Palisades Village, music lessons, Kung Fu, kids’ birth-

day parties. And more. Our church was founded to 

serve religious needs of our community beyond a single 

denomination. Later, our church joined with others in 

the International Council of Community Churches in 

promoting racial equality. Today our church continues 

its community mission, welcoming all our neighbors to 

join us in worship, or learning, or family activities, or 

music, or in serving our community. Can you believe it, 

our church is continuing its mission to our changing 

community.   

Bill Wilson, Council Chair 

Pastor’s Pen 

A re you ready for Advent this 
year?  

     Advent is one of my favorite 
observances all year. And it’s not 
about the pretty decorations or the 
special candle lightings. . . . 
     Advent is four weeks that slow 
us down when everything in our 
culture wants to speed things up. 
     It’s four weeks that remind us that waiting is our 
work as people of faith. Nobody gets what they want 
by snapping their fingers. 
     It’s four weeks that tell us the good news of 
faithful ones who have lived through dark times in 
their journey so we can too! 
     I love what theologian Walter Brueggemann says 
about Advent: “Advent is an abrupt disruption in our 
‘ordinary time’ . . . an utterly new year, new time, new 
life.” 
     And don’t we all need newness these days? Both 
individually and as a church? 
     I need to tell you this: there’s a lot of energy and 
excitement among a small group of us from the 
church council that are thinking and dreaming about 
what our becoming as a congregation might be in 2020 
and beyond. I know this might just sound like pastor 
speak that doesn’t mean much, but in this case, it is 
really exciting! Something new is coming.  
     A new vision of ourselves being birthed among us 
that began in February at our Church Council Re-
treat—about how we can continue the legacy of our 
congregation to be the gathering place our community 
needs. I’m so proud of this group as well as the entire 
church council that has supported these efforts. So, be 
watching for more details to come soon as well as a 
recommendation brought before the church at our 
annual meeting in January.   
     So, when I think about the Palisades Commu-
nity Church this Advent, I do so with lots of antic-

ipation.  
     Change is coming, but it’s going to be oh so good.  
And as we prepare for change both in our church and 
in our individual hearts this Advent may we:  
     Allow God to meet us wherever we are. 
     Open our hearts to the coming of something  
          unexpected. 
     And most of all, say yes to those urges that could  
          only come from the Spirit. 
     It’s what the season is all about. Really. 
     Better things are coming. Just wait for it.  
Advent Blessings,  
 
Pastor Elizabeth 



November/December 2019 

 

2 

 

Worship in November at 10am 
 

November 17 
Rev. McKinney will preach “A 20 Mule Borax Team” 

 
November 24—PLEDGE SUNDAY 

Rev. Hagan will preach “What Does it Take to Say Yes?” Jonah 3:1-5, 10 and Mark 1:14-20.  
Worship will feature a special musical selection and guest musicians. 

. 
 
Sunday, December 1, 10am—Advent 1   
COMMUNION SUNDAY 
Rev. Hagan will preach “Waiting with the Prophets” 
Jeremiah 33:14-16 
 
Sunday, December 8, 10am—Advent 2 
Rev. Hagan will preach “Waiting with Mary” 
Luke 1:39-56. Special music provided by students of 
DC Music Academy.  
 
Sunday, December 15, 10am—Advent 3— 
Choir Cantata 
Rev. Hagan will preach “Waiting with the Shepherds” 
Luke 2:8-14. A special musical worship will feature 
guest voices and instrumentals followed by our tradi-
tional Christmas Tea. 
 
Sunday, December 22, 10am—Advent 4 
Rev. Hagan will preach “Waiting with Joseph”  
Matthew 1:18-25. 
 
Tuesday, December 24, 5:30—CHRISTMAS EVE 
Rev. Hagan will preach “Waiting on a Baby”  
Luke 2:1-20. Worship will feature special choral music. 
 
Sunday, December 29, 10am—First Sunday of 
Christmas 
Rev. McKinney will preach “A God Who Looks Like 
Me”  

Parents Day Out 
Sunday, December 8 
More information will be made available 

 
Dinner and Vespers 
Wednesday, December 11 
Dinner at 6:30 pm followed by Vespers service at 7:30 
 

Breakfast with Santa 
Saturday, December 14, 9:30-11:30 am 
Palisades Citizen’s Association hosts this special event 
for community members 
 

Christmas Concert 
Sunday, December 22, 5pm 
Come celebrate the Christmas season with beautiful 
and soothing sounds. Jared Harper, on the Celtic Harp, 
will accompany Harper Denhard and Connie Rhodes, 
who will sing seasonal favorites and new songs that 
evoke the joy of Christmas. Jared will also delight 
guests with the Scottish and Northumbrian small bag-
pipes! This concert is sure to fill you with Christmas 
spirit! This event is free and open to the public.  
A reception will follow. 

December Worship and Advent Special Events  
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M any of you know that the 
ICCC produces a monthly 

newsletter much as PCC does.  
What you may not realize is the 
extent to which local members and 
churches are featured in their 
newsletter.  The October issue in-
cluded the following: 
     Rev. Kenneth Nelson from 
Seneca who did a book review on 
“Pulpit and Politics: The Separa-
tion of Church and State in the 
Black Church” by Marvin McMick-

News from ICCC 
le who was this year’s keynote 
speaker at the annual conference. 
     Mary Summers from Douglas 
wrote an article about her 30 years 
of attending annual conferences.  
Mary also comes to all of our local 
events along with Sandra Roberts. 
     Andranae Brown from Park 
Road received a scholarship from 
the ICCC to go to business college. 
     Park Road’s search for a  
pastor was also mentioned as was 
the banquet at our church in  

November. 
     You can request to receive the 
newsletter by email.  It is a nice 
way to learn about the people from 
local ICCC churches with whom 
we interact frequently. 
     You may also want to seriously 
consider attending next year’s an-
nual conference in Columbus, OH 
because Rev. Hagan will be the 
keynote speaker regarding her new 
book! 
By Rev. Beth McKinney 

ICCC Annual Banquet held at PCC 

O n Saturday, November 9th, PCC welcomed our friends from throughout the region for our annual meeting 
with our ICCC (International Council of Community Churches) friends. Special thanks to Janet Barnes and 

Rev. Beth McKinney for organizing the meal for our guests and all who served and cleaned up. The worship was 
inspiring and the fellowship with our friends was warm. We love being a part of a larger network of congregations 
that remind us of the beauty in diversity.  
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Mission Page 

O n Sunday, September 29th, we came 
together as a congregation with mem-

bers of our larger community for our quar-
terly 5th Sunday Service project. We made 
over 100 bagged lunches that were delivered 
and eaten the next day by residents of the 
Friendship House, a nonprofit that supports 
the homeless in Northwest DC. In each 
bagged lunch there were cards designed 
even by some of our youngest mem-
bers— simply to share a message of 
love and support with our neighbors.  
A great time was had by all.  
     Stay tuned for more details about 
our next 5th Sunday mission project 
taking place in March.  

November Mission Fill-A-Stocking Project  
 

I n November, PCC 
will be filling Christ-

mas stockings for the 
homeless children for the 
Salvation Army in the 
Washington area. Empty 
stockings are available 
and the filled stockings 
need to be returned by 
Sunday, December 1. 
Suggested items to fill 
stockings include pencils, 
pens, markers, activity or 
art kits, cards, action figures and Barbie dolls, hair accessories, toothbrush-
es, toothpaste, hair accessories, hats, scarves and gloves. Please do not  
include fresh fruit, food or candy of any type.  
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November is Stewardship 
Month 

N ovember is our chance to renew our financial 
support for the Palisades Community Church 

and our mission of service.  This year we are asking 
our members and friends to pledge their funds and 
time to make it possible for us to continue to reach out 
and extend our welcome, beliefs, values and generosity 
to those we serve.  We hope to surpass our goal of 
$75,000 and will need an expanded participation to do 
that.  
     As we consider our pledges in November, it is help-
ful to review the recent accomplishments of the PCC: 
 

• Our Sunday services continue to inspire, thanks to 
the dynamic sermons of Pastors Elizabeth and Beth. 
 

• The music of Connie, Harper, the choir and guests 
uplifts, including last Christmas’ Youth Gospel Choir. 
 

• With Elizabeth and her wonderful family of Kevin 
and Amelia starting their third year at PCC, we are  
enjoying more time together, at special picnics, gather-
ings, and after church. 
 

• Elise enlivens our 5th Sunday morning of service, 
which has included meals for the homeless at Friend-
ship Place and SOME, and brought others from the 
Palisades to contribute acts of care.  
 

• Regular visits of new guests enliven our Sunday 
services and the coffee hours that Sylvia organizes and 
to which many contribute. 
 

• The co-leadership of Bill and Robin Anne is 
providing a steady hand for the Church Council. 
 

• The grounds and building look excellent, including 
a revived parlor, thanks to Lee, Bill, Maggie and other 
volunteers. 

• Our finances are fine with the steady attention of 
Jean. 
 

• Polly’s skillful management of our office, the build-
ing and relationships with the community makes the 
PCC a lively center. 
 

• Visits to and from the Martin Luther King Jr. 

Church in Reston warm our souls. 
 

• Elizabeth’s summer series on Taboo Topics  
engaged us all—and will soon be a book. 
 

• The book meetings, including Holy Envy and  
the discussion of other religious traditions, expand  
activism. 
 

• Our campus is invigorated by the presence of the 
Pre-School, Palisades Village, the Jung Society, and so 
many more 
 

•  For our 96th Birthday in October, we honored so 
many passed members, with their photos hanging from 
ribbons in the sanctuary and stories offered by parish-
ioners. 
     This is only a partial list since there is so much to 
celebrate.  We have a revived spirit and sense of pur-
pose for the coming years.  Elizabeth talks about being 
“intentional” about what we do—and here is our  
opportunity.   
     In November, we will all have a chance to further 
our progress as a center for service and caring in the 
Palisades, Washington and beyond.  Please help us 
with your generous pledge. You make a difference in 
the lives of others and the good works of the Palisades 
Community Church. Pledges will be presented to 
the church on November 24th. 
 
Rick Barton 
2019 Stewardship Chair 
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Rev. Elizabeth Hagan, Senior Pastor      
Rev. Beth McKinney, Assistant Pastor      
Polly Johnson,  Administrator 
202.966.7929 | PalisComCh@verizon.net | www.ThePalisadesCommunityChurch.org 

The Palisades Community Church 
5200 Cathedral Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20016-2665 

NOVEMBER 
5...Michael Avery 
13...Sandy Brudin 

15...Samantha Johnson 
18...Alex Zimmerman 

20...Blake Wilson 
30...Katie Emil  
30...Bryan Lake 

 
DECEMBER 

6...Michael Johnson 
16...Jena Weber  

26...Eliana Lamadrid 
27...Norval Wright 

31...Harper Denhard 

New Music by Harper 
Denhard! 

I wanted to reach out and share my first 
release as a singer-songwriter, a song 

for the Christmas season titled “Mary’s 
Song.” I wrote the song and my dad,  
Jared, arranged the accompaniment and 
played Celtic harp on the recording. I 
would love if you listen and share with 
anyone else you think might like it for the 
upcoming holiday season! The song is available for  
digital purchase at the link below for $0.99, and I do get $0.90 of that, so 
it’s a great way to support original music! It would also be very helpful if 
you could take a minute and write a review on the page so others on the 
site might take a look . Thank you so much, and wishing you and your 
family a wonderful holiday season!  
Go to: https://store.cdbaby.com/cd/harperdenhard 
 
Sincere thanks, 
Harper Denhard  

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwiQwdDahsnZAhXpdN8KHY9MAMQQjRx6BAgAEAY&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.wishesgreeting.com%2Fhappy-birthday-quotes%2F&psig=AOvVaw2cmP2PcZeVSrEcaoyOGxcu&ust=1519922496832195
https://store.cdbaby.com/cd/harperdenhard
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The Palisades Community Church 2019 Stewardship  
 

My (Our) Pledge: In gratitude for God’s many gifts, I (We) prayerfully pledge our support  
of this church and its work at home and throughout the world.  

Please bring with you to worship on November 24 or mail in advance. 

□ $________ per month   □ $________per year 

 

Name:_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address: ____________________________City  _____________   State _____   Zip__________ 

 

Phone:  ____________________________  E-mail: ___________________________________ 

 

Signature: __________________________________________  Date:  ____________________ 

I understand that if circumstances change I may alter all or part of this commitment  
by contacting the Financial Secretary or the church office. 

 

“Don’t ask what the world needs.  
Ask what makes you come alive and go and do it.  

Because what the world needs is people who have come alive.” 
—Howard Thurman 

 
What makes you come alive? ____________________________________________________ 
 
What energy do you have to offer your church in 2020? _______________________________ 

 
(For example—serving in the choir, worship leadership, mission projects,  

church council position to name a few.) 

Christmas Poinsettia 
As is our tradition at Christmas, the sanctuary will be decorated with poinsettias. If you would like to donate a 

plant, please complete the form and bring or mail it with your check, to the church office  
(5200 Cathedral Ave, NW, Washington, DC 20016) no later than December 15. 

The price for each plant is $15. 
 

I/We wish to place an order for ________________ poinsettias 

In memory of :______________________________________________________________ 

In honor of:  _________________________________________________________________ 

In celebration of Christmas:  _______________________________________________________ 

Your name as you wish it to appear in the worship bulletin 

______________________________________________________________________________   


