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Pastor’s Pen 
 

T here’s a popular poem about 
JOY which you may have heard 

before. It’s an acrostic: 
Jesus first 
Others second 
Yourself last. 
It’s another way of saying,  

“If you really want to be happy in life, you’ll learn to love 
Jesus more than anyone else, even yourself.” 

I was taught this way of life as child. It teaches faith in 
God and selflessness. But as I became an adult, I began to 
wonder if this what Jesus’ own ministry modeled this acros-
tic of JOY? Did Jesus never eat, sleep, take retreats or be 
quiet from time to time? Christian culture seemed to teach 
me that Jesus was a robot of activity, never stopping. 

But the truth is: Jesus stopped!  
He napped. He found quiet time just for himself.  

He prayed often alone. Go read any gospel and count the 
references to activities such as this. 

Yet, often it’s not what we model in the church. 
I can’t tell you how many times I’ve been at clergy gath-

erings where fellow colleagues have boasted of “never tak-
ing their vacation” or “working from sun up from sun 
down.” 

I can’t tell you how many church suppers I’ve been to 
where there is nothing healthy to eat. 

I can’t tell you how many times I’ve seen the joy sucked 
out of church folks because they don’t ever stop and take a 
moment to enjoy the life in their own backyards! 

What does this say about our faith? 
As a child, I was taught salvation is making a stated 

confession to a community of my sin, repentance and ac-
ceptance of Jesus. It was such a big deal that people would 
ask, “What was the day that you came to Christ?” And, 
when you appropriately answered with a makeable moment, 
your salvation story was complete. 

Continued on page 2 

Pentecost: Sunday, June 9, 10am 
It’s the church’s birthday  

and our last regular worship 
Sunday.  

 
Wear red to worship. 

 
Bring a Pentecostal colored 
(red, yellow, orange) dish to 
share at our special outdoor 

picnic. 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwiE1eP_1IniAhWkpFkKHe9ZAMwQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Folphchurch.org%2Fpentecost-sunday-2017%2F&psig=AOvVaw0TcqrgqlxONH_VJCwsppAd&ust=1557326884704125
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Sunday Worship in March and April 
2019 10:00am 

 
May 5 
Rev. McKinney will preach, “Belonging and Purpose”.  
Acts 9:1-6 
 
May 12—Mother’s Day 
Rev. Hagan will preach “God is Your Parent” Romans  
1:18-25. We’ll host two speakers from an orphanage in 
Kenya for mission Sunday. 
 
May 19 
Rev. Hagan will preach “Why Are We Doing Church?”  
Romans 12:1-8 
 
May 26 
We’ll welcome Rev. Ilunga who will share her mission 
emersion in Baltimore story.  
 
June 2—Ascension Sunday 
Rev. Hagan preaching “Don’t Move: Stand Here”  
Acts 1:1-11 
 
June 9—Pentecost Sunday 
Rev. Hagan will preach “Time to Move: Go” Acts 2: 1-20. 
We’ll welcome a mission speaker. Wear red! This is the last 
week for our choir. Enjoy a special coffee hour of Pente-
costal (red, orange, pink, purple) colored foods. Bring 
something to share during our outdoor picnic.  
 
June 16—Father’s Day 
SUMMER SCHEDULE BEGINS—Coffee in the Eternity 
Garden at 9:30; worship in the sanctuary at 10. 
 
June 23 
Rev. Hagan will introduce the summer sermon series 
“Taboo Topics” 
 
June 30—Fifth Sunday Outreach 
We’ll travel to worship with our friends at Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Christian Church. More details to come. 
 

 

 
Pastors Pen Continued from page 1 

But, in my third year of Duke Divinity School, Dr. Es-
ther Acolotse, my pastoral care professor, challenged me on 
everything I thought I knew about salvation. She said: 

Salvation is a process of becoming a human being– the human 
being God designed each of us to be at creation. To be saved, is to be 
made whole. 

There are so many implications of this definition of 
salvation, if we truly embrace it. But one important one is 
this: that, yes, God calls us to take care of ourselves. 

For, there’s no way that you and I can be human if our 
schedules are out of balance or if we’re eating the wrong 
foods or not sleeping enough. And the list of self-care could 
go on. 

And so maybe what is saving our lives looks like this: 
Spending time with people who make us happy (even if 

they are not the people we should be hanging out with). 
Eating foods that our bodies will smile about when re-

ceiving (even if it is not what our mamas cooked growing 
up). 

Taking naps on our days off when we are tired (even if 
it means saying no to our grandchildren). 

Staying at home some nights and doing exactly what we 
want (even if we were invited to an event and should make 
an appearance). 

And, above all, I think activities like eating, drinking, 
sleeping, walking are not unspiritual.  In fact, by engaging in 
them, we are glorifying God through and with our bodies. 
We are saying the image of God is in us and so we must rest 
and love and breathe as God does. 

In her book, Altar in the World, Barbara Brown Taylor 
says about our salvation journey: “My life depends on ignor-
ing all touted distinctions between the secular and the sa-
cred, the physical and the spiritual, the body and the soul. 
What is saving my life now is becoming more fully human, 
trusting that there is no way to God apart from real life in 
the real world.” 

I need more salvation in my life. Like Taylor said- our 
lives depend on it. 

What about you?  
Easter blessings to you,  
 
 
 
 
Pastor Elizabeth 

http://www.amazon.com/An-Altar-World-Geography-Faith/dp/0061370479
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Note From Bill Wilson,  
Council Chairperson 
 

S pring clean-up day, Satur-
day, May 4th, was a beauti-

ful moist morning of outdoor 
work and fellowship.  We got 
a good start on the grounds, 
but there’s still plenty to do.  
Thanks to all who participat-
ed.  The church council is 
engaged in continuing conver-
sations with our building us-
ers, gathering information for 
better understanding how we 
may improve and share build-
ing facilities.  Our church is 
home to many community activities throughout the week.  
Check out the church calendar. 
See you at church Sunday.  
 
Bill Wilson 
Council Chairperson 

 Goodbye to Linda and Nina 
by Beth McKinney 
 

T he church is faced with say-
ing good-bye to Linda 

Schierow, a member for over 20 
years as she retires to Wisconsin 
where her family is from.  She ini-
tially came with her baby daughter 
because she found our church wel-
coming towards children and pro-
gressive in our theology.  Almost 
from the beginning Linda made 
herself an indispensable part of the 
church.  She volunteered for everything in her turn. She 
helped with being a liturgist and doing coffee hour.  She 
gardened.  She cleaned.  She volunteered on the church 
council in many different roles, most notably missions.  She 
served on pastoral search committees several times.  She 
sang in choir.  She pledged and urged others to do so and to 
also volunteer.  Most recently she served many years as 
Council Chair during a particular time of transition as we 
separated from the preschool which she shepherded from 
start to finish.  She was very adept at revising church docu-
ments like the constitution and by-laws. 
     For most of the time Linda was volunteering at church 
she was also working full time and raising a daughter, Ni-
na.  Nina was a regular at church all the time and grew to 
love music, especially classical and sacred.  She has played 
the piano, organ and flute for us on many occasions.  For 
those who had the occasion to attend a choir party at her 
house, we will also miss her warm hospitality and visiting 
with Daisy, Virginia and Sammy (the 4 footed members of 
the family).  Linda was always concerned about sending 
cards to people who were no longer able to get to church 
very often.  I’m certain that we will hear from her from time 
to time and be able to maintain a connection. 
     The church was very fortunate to have Linda as a faith-
ful and dedicated member for so many years.  She left the 
church much better off than she found it and has left her 
mark in many ways on many things.  The choir has already 
been missing her but now the church will as well.  Everyone 
wishes her well as she embarks on another chapter in her 
life.  We hope it is a good one and we know that some 
church in Wisconsin is in for a wonderful surprise.  I know 
the members of the church all share in the sentiments of 
Richard Southy as we bid Linda good-bye, “No distance of 
place or lapse of time can lessen the friendship of those 
who are thoroughly persuaded of each other’s worth.” 
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Spending Holy Week Together 
 

I t was a joyous Holy Week at the Palisades Community Church. From our cele-
bratory Palm Sunday service including a congregational procession, to Maundy 

Thursday’s community meal and worship service with our friends from the neigh-
borhood as well as from Martin Luther King, Jr. Christian Church to Easter Sun-
day— we had a very inspirational week. On Easter Sunday, our choir and special 
guest artist lifted our spirits with several beautiful pieces. Old and new friends 
alike gathered for the service and then stayed for the Easter tea following. Several 
community members and their preschool aged children joined us for an Easter 
Egg Hunt on the playground following the worship service. We are thankful to be 
Easter people who know that new life is always possible and that joy can surprise 
us in the most unexpected places.  

Christ is risen! Christ is risen indeed! 
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The Palisades Community Church 
5200 Cathedral Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20016-2665 

MAY 
1 Lauri Wright 

21  Joe McMannis 
 

JUNE  
2  Janet Barnes 

6 Austin Schaefer 
9  Lisa Racioppi 

9  Diane Schaefer 
18  Robin Anne Floyd 

22 Amelia Hagan 
23 Elise Emil 

23  Roland Stottlemyer 
 

Celebrating birthdays in  

May and June 

Fifth Sunday Service Day 
 
When a month has five Sundays, we use the last one as an opportunity to com-
plete community outreach. The fifth Sunday is March  was a successful outreach 
to So Other’s Might Eat. A group came together in the kitchen and Memorial 
Hall and made 40+ chicken and pasta casseroles. Cards were also made and eve-
rything was delivered to S.O.M.E by Robin Anne Floyd and Elise Emiil. Thanks 
to everyone who came out and helped with the project.  
     Our next fifth Sunday will be on June 30 when we will travel to Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Christian Church and join their worship. 
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