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Pastor’s Pen 
 

A s a child growing up in an 
evangelical branch of the 

church, I was taught that prayer 
was talking to God. 
     It was right to give thanks to 
God for food. (God is great. God 
is good, anyone?) 
     I was encouraged to pray for those who were going 
through difficult times. (There’s nothing longer than a 
church prayer list is there?) 
     I learned that if you didn’t confess sin before you 
prayed then God wouldn’t be too happy with you. (I 
can just hear one of my Sunday School teachers saying: 
“Confess, confess, confess!”) 
     And, while I learned a lot all through these years of 
Christian education– all of the “rules” of prayer 
seemed to be just that, rules. 
     I didn’t understand why my relationship with God 

needed to look one way. Did it have anything to do with 
my particular personality? I wondered.   

I took a break from prayer for many years in my 20s. 
    I know that’s not something that preacher types usual-
ly share; for they fear it will ruin their holy complex. 
Well, if you have a holy complex about me, let it go 
now. I’m just a human being like everyone else. 
     Sure, I could stand up in church on Sunday mornings 
and ask God to bless the sick in my congregation, those 
with troubles in the world and find a way to end with the 
Lord’s Prayer– but things weren’t so intimate with God 
and me. 
     I didn’t see the point, especially as I walked through 
difficult situations and nothing about my situation 
seemed to change . . .  
     But over the several years, this has shifted. And I now 
pray for completely different reasons. My baby steps 
back toward prayer centered on praying for those I love. 
     I don’t know if you are like me or not, but when I 
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Summer Get-Togethers 
Sunday, August 11, 11am 

Pool Party at the home of   
Sylvia Becker and Hugh Winkler 

Lunch will be served.  
Come hang out by the pool. Swim if you would like  

and enjoy another summer fellowship with your  
friends from church.  

 
Friday, August 23, 6pm 

BBQ and Potluck at the home of   
Rick Barton and Kit Lunney 
Bring a salad, entrée or dessert to share.  

Let’s celebrate the end of summer together 
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Worship in  
July and August 2019  

Coffee at 9:30 in the Eternity Garden;  
Worship at 10:00am 

 

July 14 
Rev. McKinney will lead the conversation 
“The Robbed Traveler”  
 
July 21 
Rev. Hagan will lead the conversation: 
“Taboo Church Talk: Miscarriage and Infer-
tility”. 
 
July 28 
Rev. Hagan will lead the conversation: 
“Taboo Church Talk: Domestic Violence”. 
 
August 4—Communion Sunday 
Rev. Hagan will lead the conversation: 
“Taboo Church Talk: Mental Illness”. 
 
August 11 
Rev. Hagan will lead the conversation: 
“Taboo Church Talk: Racism”. 
 
August 18 
Rev. Hagan will lead the conversation: 
“Taboo Church Talk: Sexuality”. 
 
August 25 
Rev. Hagan will lead the conversation: 
“Taboo Church Talk: Where do we go from 
here?”. 
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love, I fiercely love. 
     I love my husband. 
     I love my dear kindred friends. 
     I love those that find a way to intersect my life in unique 
ways. 
     I love as I pastor. 
     And for me, sometimes, it is hard to know what to do with 
that love. I truly want the best for them. I want to see them 
thrive. I want life to be as good to them as it possibly can. How-
ever, there comes a time when relationally I have done or can do 
all I can, but yet my heart isn’t at peace for them. So, I pray.  I 
find joy in giving those I love to God. 
     And, so I’ve learned to pray– love by praying. To ask God, 
who I believe is the divine parent of us all– to watch over those I 
know are in need of peace, support or wisdom. 
     A funny thing has happened to me along the way. I have 
found myself wanting to pray more. It’s no longer a chore. It’s a 
sweetness in my day. It has become a relationship between God 
and my community. 
     While many might think, it’s shallow– to just pray for people 
who you love– I say, don’t judge too quickly. In getting the con-
versation going again, God has come near to me in other ways. 
I’m beginning to get back to all the other stuff too like “Oh, 
God I have fallen short of your best for me in this way” or “Oh, 
God bless those in need in faraway places” or “God bless so and 
so who really annoys me.” 
     So, why do I pray now? 
     I pray out of relationship. Sometimes there’s lots of talking. 
Other times there’s not. 
     But, like any relationship I know a spiritual life has ebbs and 
flows. But prayer is the conversation starter. 
     This is what I know for sure: I am a creation of the great Cre-
ator who loves me. I want to grow to love God more. So I learn 
to pray. 
     Why do you pray? 
 
 
Praying for you,  
 
 
 
Pastor Elizabeth 
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Note From Bill Wilson,  Council Chairperson 
 

Y our Summer worship follows our social 
coffee gathering in the cool of morning at 

9:30, drinks and snacks either in the Eternity 
Garden or the parlor (weather dependant). It’s 
a  great time for catching up with friends. Alt-
hough a lot of folks go out of town during the 
Summer, our church still gathers for worship, 
friendship, and service. See you then.   
     Summer and high temperatures. Not only 
does it cost a lot of money to run the church’s 
air conditioners, it will also cost a lot to replace 
them. Our two central air conditioning units, 
one serving the sanctuary and another for Me-
morial Hall, are over 40 years old, subject to 
intermittent breakdown, and require refrigerant no longer available. Re-
placing both these systems is a necessary and expensive undertaking we 
expect completing this year.  We hope to have a plan of replacing the air 
conditioners in place in the next couple of weeks. 
     Wishing you a fun Summer. 
 
Bill Wilson 
Council Chairperson 

“I’m so glad we have the oppor-
tunity to have a sister relationship 
with this congregation! I enjoyed 
the service very much!” 
 
“Let’s get together again soon.”  

Worship at MLK  
 

O n the 5th Sunday of June, 
PCC accepted the invitation 

of Martin Luther King Christian 
Church in Reston to worship. In 
keeping with our core intentions of 
being more open to learn and grow 
in an ecumenical setting— we were 
glad to participate in their service, 
just as they’ve shared the last 2 
Maundy Thursdays with us. Pastor 
Elizabeth was asked to lead the 
time with the children as pictured 
to the right. Pastor Jean Robinson-
Casey preached a powerful sermon 
about faith. At the conclusion of 
the service, the congregation pre-
pared a special lunch for us which 
we enjoyed together. Folks who 
attended commented: 

 
“I’ve never received an anointing 
before. I loved it that members of 
the church prayed over me.” 
 
“The music was so uplifting. I felt 
so moved to worship alongside 
everyone there.” 

Rally  
Day 

Sunday, 
September 8 

 
Come and join the 
fun as we begin a 
new church year! 

 
Picnic  

Moon bounce 
Ice Cream 
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4th of  July 
 

I t was another great 4th of July in the Palisades community! 
And the Palisades Community Church was glad to partici-

pate alongside our neighbors, the Palisades Village, and the 
Community Preschool of the Palisades in a shared float. We 
gave out popiscles and candy to the children along the route 
and met many neighbors and friends at the party at the park 
afterwards. Special thanks to Bill Wilson for driving his truck 
and to Elise Emil, Mission Coordinator for helping to organize 
the event. Amelia and Isaiah were glad to march along with the 
adults and enjoy as much candy as they gave out! 

Summer Mission Project 

T his summer, we’ll be supporting the Ireti Founda-
tion that support women’s health and empower-

ment in Nigeria. Ireti means “where hope lives.” You 
can read more about it at www.inetifoundation.org. 
     In places like rural Nigeria, women are the tradi-
tionally the caretakers of their families, yet continue to 
remain uninformed about how best to care medically 
for themselves and their children. Additionally children 
unfortunately fall under the radar and are hardly even 
captured in health data. Most parents turn to tradition-
al methods of healing or self-prescribed treatment for 
their children. Due to lack of access to hospitals par-
ents are forced to go to their local chemist (pharmacy) 
to self-medicate their children suffering from ill-
ness. By donating over the counter basic meds, we’ll be 

helping Ireti help women in their efforts of self-care in 
one of our free clinics.  
     We ask that you’ll bring the following to church 
over the next couple of months: 

-Tylenol  -Advil   -Aspirin 
-Multivitamins  -sanitary products 

A collection box will be in the narthex. 
     
    These products are much cheaper to buy in the US 
and will be taken to Nigeria at the end of the summer 
to help support this important ministry.  We’re glad to 
have the opportunity to support this summer through 
out donations.  
 
-Elise Emil 
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Going on a trip?  
Take PCC with you! 

A re you traveling this summer? Anywhere you go,  
we want to go too. Be sure to pack a cut out of the church 

(you can pick one up in the Narthex). Get someone to take a picture 
of you (and family) holding up the picture of the church or plant the 
cut out in the landscape and snap a photo.  
     Send the digital file to the church office 
(PalisComCh@verizon.net) and we’ll put it on our Facebook page. 
We’ll also print it out and track where our wider family is traveling 
this summer.  
 Lauri and Norval Wright traveled by motorcycle to Virginia Beach, 
VA and Emma Lake and her mom, Lisa enjoyed some time in Niag-
ara Falls, NY while on a trip with Emma’s girl scout troop.       
     Our prayers for safe travels are with you over the coming sum-
mer months!   

Waunetta Stottlemyer Featured in 
the PCA Newsletter. 

I f you haven’t already seen the lovely article in the PCA Conduit 
on our very own Waunetta Stottlemyer and her tenure as school 

secretary at F. S. Key Elementary, then be sure to check it out online 
at www.palisadesdc.org.       
     The article tells the story of how Waunetta has lived on Sherier 
Place, in the same house, since 1930. She attended Key School  
Elementary, as did her daughter, Cindy. Waunetta and Roland were 
married at PCC in 1947 and she worked at Key School for 23 years.  
     Waunetta and Roland have been members of PCC since 1943 
and 1953 respectively and both have served the church is ways to 
numerous to list. Roland just turned 94 years young! We are so glad 
to have them in our community. 
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Rev. Elizabeth Hagan, Senior Pastor      
Rev. Beth McKinney, Assistant Pastor      
Polly Johnson,  Administrator 
202.966.7929 | PalisComCh@verizon.net | www.ThePalisadesCommunityChurch.org 

The Palisades Community Church 
5200 Cathedral Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20016-2665 

JULY 
5… Matt Epperly 
14… Cyrus Mehri 

19… Beth McKinney 
21… Jessie Zimmerman 
23… Katherine Samolyk 

24… Emma and Simon Lake 
AUGUST 

9… Jake Jones 
12… Waunetta Stottlemyer 

15… Julia Winkler 
17… MaryKay McMahon and  

Linda Schierow 
20… Simone Fitzgibbon 

22… Sam Goekjian 
27… Casper Stein 

 

Celebrating birthdays in  

July & August 

Church Book Club  

T his summer you’re asked to con-
sider reading Barbara Brown 

Taylor’s Book, Holy Envy: Finding God 
in the Faith of Others. This is a book we 
mentioned in our June summer series 
about interfaith dialogue that Pastor 
Elizabeth can’t wait to discuss with 
you more. You can find it online at 
places like Amazon. Or the church 
office has a couple copies available for 
$16.  
     Mark your calendar’s now for 
Thursday night, September 12th at 7 
pm in the parlor for our book club 
meeting. (Even if you didn’t read the 
book, still come— there’s much to 
learn from one another about our ex-
periences of connecting with other 
faiths).  
 
Happy reading! 
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