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Pastor’s Pen 
 

L ast week on New Year’s Day, 
I was sitting among a table of 

family and one person asked:  
“Where do you want your life to 
be at this moment in 2019 that 
you aren’t in today?” 
     Everyone went around the  
table to share as we feasted on the 
traditional southern meal that Kevin put together for 
the evening–greens, black-eyed peas, okra and fried 
chicken, of course. Some folks talked about getting 
better in shape. Others talked about where they want-
ed to be in their careers. 
     We imagined what Amelia would say. (My hope is 
no more diapers soon in 2019!) 

Continued on page 2 

     When it came to my turn, I could only answer, “I 
don’t know.” 
     The folks around the table graciously accepted my 
answer and we moved on in conversation, but I won-
dered about it later. How could I say, “I don’t know?!!” 
Aren’t I “a get stuff done, know where I am going” 
kind of person? Could I be turning over a new leaf in 
my type A ways? I doubted 
     I share this moment because maybe you are in a 
place of unknowing in your life as well.  
     When I drew my “Star Word” in worship on Janu-
ary 6th, I got the word “mystery.” I was surprised (as I 
know several of you were too) for the relevance of this 
word for what I was already mulling over.  
     I’m reminded again of one of my favorite passages 
of Jesus: “Look at the birds of the air; they neither sow nor 

https://www.bcsspg.org/2017/08/13/reflections-on-wellness-spirituality/kermitinmirror/
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Pastors Pen Continued from page 1 

Sunday Worship in January and February 
2019 10:00am 

 
January 13 
Rev. Elizabeth will preach “It’s Time to Start Over.” Isaiah 43:1-7 & 
Luke 3:13-15, 21-22. We will remember our baptisms with a special 
service. 
 
January 20—Martin Luther King Jr. Sunday 
Rev. Elizabeth will preach “Your Gifts are Needed Here” with special 
music and readings. Psalm 133 and I Corinthians 12:1-12. 
 
January 27 
Rev. Elizabeth will lead the service followed by our Annual Meeting 
and Luncheon beginning at 11:15. 
 
February 3—Scout Sunday 
Rev. Elizabeth will preach “God Calls You Beloved.” Jeremiah 1:4-10 
and Luke 4:21-30. Boy and Girl Scouts will help lead the service which 
will be followed by our annual “Souper” Bowl Sunday to benefit 
S.O.M.E. 
 
February 10—Communion Sunday 
Rev. Elizabeth will preach “The Gospel is Political: Who We are to 
Bless.” Luke 6:17-26. 
 
February 17 
Rev. Elizabeth will preach “The Gospel is Political: Who We are to 
Love.” Luke 6:27-36. 
 
February 24 
Rev. Elizabeth will preach “The Gospel is Political: What We are to 
See.” Luke 6-37-42 
 
 

LOOKING FORWARD... 
 

March 6—Ash Wednesday 
Come for a light dinner at 6  
and stay for the service at 7.  

 
March 10—First Sunday of Lent 

 
March 31—Service Day for PCC 

 
April 14—Palm Sunday 

 
April 18—Maundy Thursday 

 
April 19—Good Friday 

 
April 21—Easter 

reap nor gather into bars, yet your Heavenly Father 
feeds them . . . Can any of you by worrying add a 
single hour to the span of your life?” (Matthew 
6:27) 
     It’s not that we don’t work or show up to 
do our part, but we don’t worry so much 
about how it’s all going to turn out.  
     We trust the mystery. We allow the 
things of the Divine to surprise us.  
     Because here’s the point I believe: God 
gives us direction when we need it (though 
to our frustration sometimes). And in re-
sponse, our job is simply to listen and do as 
we feel led.  
     For just as the scripture reminds us that 
just as God cares for and directs all of crea-
tion, so God will also direct us: from the big 
details to the in between to the small (what 
will I make for dinner tonight?), God cares 
about it all.  
     And in my heart of heart, I believe God 
will lead you in 2019, just as God will lead 
me. Period. 
     Plans aren’t always that necessary. In fact, 
often OUR plans get in the way because 
there is not room in our hearts to listen to 
the new thing that God is stirring up in and 
around us!  
     So, join me in listening as we continue on 
our journey together to be the church in the 
Palisades community.  
     And know that as I write this, I’m grateful 
for the privilege of being your pastor and 
living into all the mystery that this New Year 
holds.  
 
 
 
Blessings to you,  
Pastor Elizabeth 
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Report From Linda Schierow,  
Council Chairperson 
 

H appy New Year!  Let’s  
rejoice that we have had  

another successful year and are ready to 
embrace 2019 with gusto!  
  
Annual Meeting of the  
Congregation: Please join us in Me-
morial Hall on January 27 after the worship service for the 
annual business meeting of the congregation. We expect the 
meeting to be brief as there are no big issues to discuss!  We 
will spend the meeting mostly celebrating our volunteers, 
eating, and planning for an even better year to come. As 
usual, we will discuss and ask for your approval of the pro-
posed 2019 budget and the slate of church officers and oth-
er Council Members for 2019.  Please remember to read the 
annual report that officers and others (especially Polly John-
son!) will prepare and email out in advance. 
 
2019 Budget: At the November meeting of the Church 
Council we shaped our 2018 budget proposal to achieve a 
balanced budget (with assistance from the Foundation, if 
necessary) while still planning for expenditures on music 
and our web site. We also continued to set aside funds to 
pay a Sunday School teacher (Harper Denhard) and a child 
care provider (Karima Benamri). The Council remains com-
mitted to using Memorial funds in 2019 for facility repairs 
and a new sound system.  As soon as sufficient donations 
are received, we will replace the aging cooling system.  
Then, in spring, as soon as Lee has time to supervise it, we 
hope to work on the driveway. 
 
I will leave discussion of the overall budget to Jean Schreier.  
Thank you to all who pledged, and it is not too late!  Just 
send an email to Bryan Lake (bwlake001@aol.com) telling 
him how much you hope to give in 2019.  Remember that it 
is just a pledge based on a current estimate of funds availa-
ble, not a contract, and no one sees it except the financial 
officer who tracks your donations for tax purposes. 
 
Holiday Giving: Thanks to all who filled Salvation Army 
stockings or brought food to donate to So Others Might 
Eat. Thanks to Maggie Cissel and Allen Atkinson for  
delivering the food and stockings. And thanks to Girl  
Scout Troop 6694 for hosting Parents’ Day Out and  
collecting food for S.O.M.E. in the process. 
  
This is my last report as Chair. Thank you for four years of 
service alongside you. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Linda Schierow 

 

2019 Proposed Slate for Church  
Council 
 
The following slate will be put to the congregational vote at 
our annual congregational meeting on Sunday, January 27. 
 
Chair:  Bill Wilson 
Vice Chair:  Robin Anne Floyd 
Treasurer:  Jean Schreier 
Secretary:  Beth McKinney 
Financial Secretary:  Bryan Lake 
At Large: Pat Gerachis, Diane Schaefer,  
     Mary Kay McMahon    
Foundation Representative: Rick Barton 
 
Coordinators: 
Facilities, Maintenance, Repair and  
     Expansion: Lee Wilson 
Worship and Spiritual Growth: Maggie Cissel 
Finance and Stewardship: Linda Schierow 
Missions and Community  
     Outreach:  Elise Emile  
Hospitality [new position]:  Sylvia Becker 
 
The following amendments to the Constitution will be pro-
posed for a vote: 
 
1. Transfer to Vice Chair of the duties currently assigned to 
Coordinator for Administration 
 
2. Elimination of the admin coordinator position as duties 
are rolled into vice chair role 
 
3. Creation of a new position, Coordinator for Hospitality, 
to coordinate coffee hours and special events 
 
4. Provision for possibility of less than three at large mem-
bers by requiring “up to three” rather than “three.” 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjyibeXnuHfAhUL0KwKHfFxAxUQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.yourtrainingedge.com%2Fmicro-leadership-how-to-lead-when-you%25E2%2580%2599re-not-the-leader%2F&psig=AOvVaw3X5DxYS30R3
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Celebrating the Christmas Season in Style! 
It was a busy month at PCC from special parties and gatherings, to mission projects and  

of course our Christmas Eve candlelight service. 

1. Our Salvation Army Christmas stocking effort. 
2. Girl Scout troop 3609 helps Santa make the PCA “Breakfast 

with Santa” a great success. 
3. Those attending the “Breakfast with Santa” enjoyed lots of 

crafts. 
4. Our Chancel Choir and guest musicians performed a beautiful 

cantata on Sunday, December 16. 
5. Emma and Simon Lake added to the performance.  
6. Solomia Gorokhivski and Andrei Pidkivka also brought special 

music to the day. 
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7. The candlelight Christmas Eve service. 
8. The Children of the Gospel Choir brought a special holiday 

concert to our packed sanctuary. The concert was followed by 
a cookie and hot chocolate reception. 
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Rev. Elizabeth Hagan, Senior Pastor      
Rev. Beth McKinney, Assistant Pastor      
Polly Johnson,  Administrator 
202.966.7929 | PalisComCh@verizon.net | www.ThePalisadesCommunityChurch.org 

The Palisades Community Church 
5200 Cathedral Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20016-2665 

JANUARY 
4 Joan Barnett 
20 Sylvia Becker 
26 Pat Gerachis 
 
 

FEBRUARY 
3 Connie Van Mater 
7 Polly Johnson 
21 Elizabeth Hagan 
23 Bill Wilson 
28  Alan Darby  

Celebrating birthdays in  

January and February 

Join us for MLK Sunday 
on January 20 

Special music including Jazz and Gospel pianists, 
gospel offerings by our very own Veronica Jones 

and inspirational words offered about how  
Dr. King’s can live on today. 
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