
September/October 2018 1 

 

September/October 2018    The Palisades Community Church: A Shining Light for Christian Unity and a Spiritual Home for All     Vol. 86, Issue 5 

 

September 9, 10am  RALLY DAY 

 

September 30, 10am  FIFTH SUNDAY  

SERVICE DAY 

 

October 20   

9a-1p BLOOD DRIVE 

6 pm ANNIVERSARY BBQ DINNER AND  

SQUARE DANCE 

Palisades resident Caleb Rossiter, Caller 

 

October 21, 10am  ANNIVERSARY SUNDAY 

with special coffee hour 

 

October 28, 4pm  MINI-MUSICALS PRESENTS 

“OKLAHOMA” 

 

November 8, 7:30pm  BOOK CLUB PRESENTATION  

featuring Rick Barton speaking on his book  

“Peace Works—America’s Unifying Role in a  

Turbulent World” 

 
More details on page 5 

SAVE  
THE 

DATES! 

Pastor’s Pen 
 

H ere we are again with 
the fall soon upon us!  

I hope that you’ve all had a 
great summer. As for us in 
the church office, it has been 
a blast to see your pictures 
come in of your summer travels and to add them 
to our “Where is PCC?” bulletin board in the 
front hall.  
     As we celebrate Rally Day on September 9th, 
it’s the day that marks my first anniversary with 
you as your pastor.  
     When I look back over the year, I’m thankful 
for the ways that you’ve shown kindness to my 
family, welcomed my “Baptistness” into your 
mix and shown up for one another and your 
church. I’m thankful for how you’ve shared with 
me your vision for the future of PCC. And how 
you’ve done your part to keep things going. In a 
congregation like ours, everybody is needed to 
chip in and make our be-ing together the best it 
can be. And so many of you do so much week 
end, week out to make beautiful moments hap-
pen. Thank you! 
     When I think about the year ahead, this year 
which we get to celebrate our 95th anniversary, I 
hope it will be one full of celebration, energy and 
living out some of the goals we set for ourselves 
at the Better Together retreat last May.  
     One of my favorite scripture verses is taken 
from Ephesians 3:20-21. My paraphrase is, with 
God’s power working in us, we can do more 
than we could ever ask for or imagine.  
     Such is my prayer for the Palisades Commu-
nity Church as we begin this new church year—
that we will lean more into the Spirit among us 
and because of that we’ll see blessings, more 
than we could ever imagined! 
     Thankful for you, 
 
     Pastor Elizabeth  
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Sunday Worship 10:00am 

 
September 2: Communion 
Rev. Elizabeth Hagan will lead us in Sharing 
Summer Stories and Hymn Sing 
 
September 9: RALLY DAY! 
“If you don’t shine, who will?” Matthew 5:13-16. 
Mission offering for Church World Service and 
their work with refugees. 
 
September 16 
“You mean, I have to forgive them?” Matthew 
18:21-35.  
 
September 23 
“Do you always need to be right?” Mark 13:1-18 
 
September 30: 5th Sunday Service Day 
There will be no worship service this Sunday. 
Instead, please come to Memorial Hall to partici-
pate in our cooking and delivering a meal for 
homebound people in our community.  
 
October 7: World Communion Sunday 
“Beyond all imagination” Psalm 8 
 
October 14: Mission Sunday  
“Where is God when the  path is bitter?” Job 
23:1-9; 16-17 
 
October 21: 95th Anniversary Sunday 
Rev. Elizabeth Hagan preaching: “Is there any-
thing in it for me?” Mark 10:35-45. Honored 
guests and friends will share in this special wor-
ship and coffee hour. 
 
October 28:   
“When life takes a turn for the better” Job 42:1-
6, 10-17 

Get to Know Our New Intern Ilgha 
IIgha Monga Illunga comes to us through Wesley 
Seminary from the Congo. She’s be with us be-
ginning September 2, 2018. Please welcome her 
warmly. 
1. Could you tell us more about your 
family?  
My parents are now deceased but their 
names were Hilaire Nkwembe and Leon-
tine Monga Makonga 
I have seven surviving siblings: Leon, 
Umba, Astrid (Assie), Hilaire II, Leontine 
II, Mikel, and Petronie. They are all  
married and with kids. They all live in  
the Democratic Republic of Congo. I am  
single, without kids. I have also a cousin who lives in the United States 
in Georgia.  
2. Could you tell us more about what brought you from the  
Congo to the United States? 
I have lived in the United States since 2009. I came for education pur-
poses as organized by the bishop of my United Methodist conference. 
I first studied at the Saint Paul School of Theology, a seminary in  
Kansas City, Missouri receiving a degree in pastoral care and counsel-
ing. I’m in my second year of Wesley, with the intent of completing 
the M.Div. program. My hope upon completing my degree is to go 
back to the Congo and pastor a church full-time.  
3. Why did you chose to study at Wesley Seminary? What are you 
plans after graduation?  
To reiterate, I’m here at Wesley doing M.Div. program because this is 
the very program that firmly ties into my calling. Actually, I came to 
the USA while I was already ordained in the United Methodist Church 
as Elder. That is, soon after my graduation at Africa University, in 
Zimbabwe (where I got my Bachelor of Divinity degree) my home 
conference found it fit to ordain me so I could serve.  But there was 
need for me to further my education in order to sharpen myself for 
ministry. That’s why I started the applications for school. My admis-
sion at Saint Paul was in M.Div., but my school advisor convinced me 
to do MA since I didn’t have enough money to cover all my school 
expenses during all four years of M.Div. program at Saint Paul. That’s 
how I ended up doing MA instead of M.Div. Now I’m very excited 
because with the resources provided to continuing to study, I 
know  I’ll be equipped with for my passion or for ministry as Pastor. 
I’m also interested in going on to do doctoral work.  
4. What has been your favorite class so far in school? Why? 
Honestly speaking, I loved all the classes I have taken so far because I 
could always draw something important from them. But I tend to  
favor more the New Testament class, simply because I have ambitions 
of doing a PhD in the New Testament in the future, in God’s timing, 
and God willing. 
5. What most would you like to learn as part of your internship at 
The Palisades Community Church? 
Generally, I’m looking forward to learning everything that a pastor 
should know while in the field. All that you think is crucial for me to 

Continued on page 3 
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Report From Linda Schierow,  
Council Chairperson 
 

S eptember is lit!  
September 2 is the start date  

for our new intern, Ilgha Ilunga.  
Welcome Ilgha! 
     September 5 marks the one-year 
anniversary for our Senior Pastor, 
Reverend Elizabeth Hagan! Thank 
you, Elizabeth, for all you are doing! 
Be sure to show her some extra ap-
preciation when you see her. You 
could volunteer to take her to lunch 
or invite her family to dinner.  You might consider learning 
more about her special mission, Our Courageous Kids,  
donate to support it, or even offer to join the Hagans on a 
trip!        
     September 8 kicks off the year with our ICCC Region B 
area meeting. We will continue our discussion about how to 
end racism. Come to church for lunch at 1:00 and stay for 
the discussion following a brief meeting to update everyone 
about plans for the annual banquet and community day.  All 
are welcome!      
     September 9 is the kick-off for celebrating our church’s 
95th year of existence!  We will formally welcome baby  
Maxwell Merriman, Jr. to the congregation on that day.  It is 
also Rally Day, the Sunday when our church children will 
return to Sunday School with Ms. Denhard, the choir re-
turns, and coffee hour will follow worship. Worship will be 
at 10:00, as usual. Brunch will follow the worship service. 
We’ll provide quiches and egg casseroles. Please bring fruit, 
pastries or other items to round out our menu. Also bring 

 

Mission Report 
 

D uring July and August we continued to take donations 
of small toys  for The Montgomery County Dental 

Program, where our PCC assistant pastor, Beth McKinney 
is a dental hygienist, treating children who have immigrated 
from Central American countries. We have also supported 
an on-going book drive to gather books to supply our new 
lending library. Preschool books are still in high demand.  
     On Mission Sunday,  September 9 donations will go to 
Church World Services for their Immigration & Refugee 
program. 
     PCC will host an American Red Cross Blood Drive on 
October 20. To sign up go to www.RedCrossBlood.org. 
Find our drive by searching by zip code or by our sponsor 
code, 05314829.  
Respectfully submitted, 
Maggie Cissel 
Missions Chair 

know, please feel free to give it to me, because I’m in your 
hands to learn or complete my learning. My particular grow-
ing edges are finances, youth/young adults, and Christian 
education And I’m also aware that this is urban ministry 
here in DC; in Nebraska it was rural ministry, and in Congo 
it was completely a different setting. The comparison of 
things may be somehow or completely different. Therefore, 
I feel that I still have more to learn, that’s why God has put 
me here and I’m very excited as I look forward to that.  
 
We look forward to having Pastor Ilgha with us from Sep-
tember 2nd through Easter Sunday 2019! I know you’ll 
want to make her feel welcomed. If you would like to send 
her a welcome message, feel free to do so at 
ilgha@yahoo.com 

Meet the Intern 
Continued from page 2 

your family, friends, and neighbors!  
     September 30 is the 5th Sunday of the month which we 
will use to create and deliver box meals. The 5th Sunday  
Service project was adopted at our May retreat.  
     Church anniversary celebrations ramp up in October 
including a dinner and dance, a special Sunday worship and 
Oklahoma! See page 5 for more details on some of the ex-
citing events.  
          The Council met in June and August to discuss our 
fall program in light of our intention to re-examine our 
Christian identity (be-ing and do-ing) by:  
* offering more spiritual development through inter-church worship 
services and inter-faith speakers,  
* making spiritual seekers feel welcomed into a safe space, in part 
through a revised website, and  
* participating in a mission project rather than traditional worship 
each 5th Sunday. 
     We also are looking for ways to enjoy each other’s com-
pany outside of Sunday worship, perhaps by sharing our 
hobbies or outdoor activities. The next Council meeting is 
September 16. Council meetings are open to all.  
     Soon we will be actively searching for new Council 
members. We need many positions filled. Please consider 
whether you could serve for a year or two as: Council Chair, 
Vice Chair, Secretary, Financial Secretary, Coordinator of 
Worship and Spiritual Growth, Coordinator of Missions 
and Outreach, Coordinator of Finance and Stewardship,  
Coordinator of Administration, Council Member At Large, 
or ICCC Lay Person. If you are interested in any of these 
positions, please ask any Council Member.  
Respectfully submitted, 
Linda Schierow 

mailto:ilgha@yahoo.com
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Where was PCC this Summer? 
Germany, Maine, Minnesota, Zimbabwe, France, Columbia, Turkey, New York City, Alexandria, Iceland,  
Dominican Republic, Yellowstone and more! Join us on September 2 as we share stories of our summer travels. 
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Our 95th Anniversary Committee has been working hard  
to put together a great series of  events to celebrate our 95th year with a bang.  

 RALLY DAY 
September 9, 10a 

Kick off the 95th Anniversary year.  
Special fans to hand out with  

anniversary event schedule and  
introduction of our “Keepin’ PCC Cool” 

fundraising/giving component.  
Welcome Baby litany to officially  
introduce Max Merriman into the  

church. Special Coffee hour  
lunch.  

 

SERVICE DAY 
September 30, 10a 

On the fifth Sunday of each month,  
we will take on a special outreach project 

to help our friends and neighbors.  
On this Sunday, we’ll partner with  

Palisades Village to create and distribute 
meals to some of their members and 

some of our own special friends. 
 ANNIVERSARY DINNER  

AND SQUARE DANCE 
 October 20, 6p 

Catered BBQ dinner at 6pm featuring our traditional 
twelve months of birthday cakes under the tent on the 
west lawn followed by square dance featuring Palisades 

resident and caller Caleb Rossiter.  
 

ANNIVERSARY SUNDAY 
 October 21, 10a 

Worship with community dignitaries and special guests 

featuring very special music. Following worship we’ll  

take our Congregational Anniversary Picture and  

enjoy a celebratory coffee hour together 

 ARC BLOOD  
DRIVE 

October 20, 9a-1p 
Kick off the anniversary weekend by  
donating blood to the American Red 

Cross. To sign up to donate go to  
RedCrossBlood.org and search by our  

zip code 20016 to find our drive 

 BOOK  
CLUB EVENT 
November 8, 7:30-9 

Ours is a neighborhood of book clubs, authors,  
editors, writers, readers and opinion leaders.  

We are hosting a Palisades Book Clubs' Night with the author,  
our own Ambassador Rick Barton to discuss his new book,  

Peace Works - America's Unifying Role in a Turbulent World.  
 

The event will feature a 20-minute discussion with the author,  
led by Palisades resident Brian Bennett, Senior White House  

Correspondent for Time Magazine, and 40 minutes of Q & A.  
 

If your book club would like to receive books at a  
discounted rate so that you can read them in advance  

of the gathering, please call the church office at  
202.966.7929 or email the request to  

PalisComCh@verizon.net. 

OKLAHOMA 
October 28, 4p 

Mini-Musicals on the Move presents 
“Oklahoma”. In partnership with the  
Palisades Village, this event is free and 

open to the public. A free-will  
offering will be collected.  

Light refreshments will be served  
following the performance. 
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Rev. Elizabeth Hagan, Senior Pastor      
Rev. Beth McKinney, Assistant Pastor      
Polly Johnson,  Administrator 
202.966.7929 | PalisComCh@verizon.net | www.ThePalisadesCommunityChurch.org 

The Palisades Community Church 
5200 Cathedral Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20016-2665 

Our Own Little Lending Library 
Thanks to soon to be Eagle Scout, Jack Tongour, we now have a little 
lending library in the Eternity Garden. If you haven’t seen it yet, take a 
moment to  stop by. The small red house has two doors, one for kids 
books and one for adult/teen books. The project has been so success-
ful that we’ve already run out of books. If you want to share your  
summer reading books or you’re cleaning off book shelves, feel free  
to bring in any books and we’ll restock the library. We are especially in 
need of preschool books.  

September 
5 Rick Barton 
9 Christian Zimmerman 
10 John Anthony 
12 Jane Leggett 
15 Lynn Thorp 
15 Hugh Winkler  
19 Dylan Mehri  
19 Vince Ornelas 
22 Lee Wilson 
23 Max Merriman 
28 Delaney Jones  
30 Caroline Pierce 
30 Clayton Schaefer 

October 
2 Jean Schreier 
5 Roger Eastep  
5 Leo Stein  
10 Raymond Preston 
12 David Berkebile 
15 Caroline Johnson 
17 Savannah Jones 
19 Nina Schierow 
21 Maggie Cissel 
24 Kevin Hagan 
25 David Winkler  

Celebrating birthdays in  

September and October 
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