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Pastor’s Pen 
 

I ’ve been think-
ing a lot about 

the silent spaces 
that fill so many of 
our day-to-day 
conversations and 
relationships. We 
converse with a 
loved one about 
something overflowing with authen-
ticity. But then for a multitude of rea-
sons, we don’t speak of it again for 
years. An in between space. A friend’s 
flippant comment offends us. But 
there never seems to be time to really 
talk about it again. An in between space. 
A family member shames us with 
words. But we don’t feel the relation-
ship is safe enough to enter the wa-
ters of reconciliation. An in between 
space. 
     Bottom line: for right or wrong, in 
so much of our lives, I believe we’re 
afraid to speak. Our relationships 
get stuck. We accept the in be-
tween space as all we can do.  
But at what cost? Joy? Peace? The 
contentment of living well? 
I just finished Kate Bowler’s new 
book, Everything Happens for a Reason 
and Other Lies I’ve Loved--a memoir 
about grief, cancer and  
dying that has recently hit the New 
York Times best seller list. It’s full of 
beautiful prose that I hope you’ll con-
sider reading. And I hope that you’ll 
join us for our discussion group on 
March 14th to share your thoughts 
about it.  
     One of the things that impressed 
me right away about Kate’s writing 

Join the Lenten Book Study at 7pm on March 14 

D oes everything happen for a 
reason? Join us for a discussion 

of Join us for our Lenten book discus-
sion of Everything Happens for a  
Reason and Other Lies I’ve Loved by Kate 
Bowler.  
     Kate is a professor at Duke Divini-
ty School who specializes in the study 
of the prosperity gospel, a creed that 
sees fortune as a blessing from God 
and misfortune as a mark of God’s 
disapproval. At thirty-five, everything 
in her life seemed to point toward 
“blessing”. Then she is diagnosed with 
stage IV colon cancer.  
This book is a great springboard for 
conversation about grief, loss and 
spiritual phrases that we often hold 
onto tightly but aren’t necessarily true.  
     Snacks will be served during the 
discussion. 

about her terminal illness (a stage 4 
cancer sentence nonetheless) was her 
crushing defiance of any space in between. As 
soon as she heard that she had months 
to live (which has now turned into 
years thanks to a clinical trial), the “we 
don’t talk about that” games of her 
relationships ended. 
     Coming out of her first post-cancer 
diagnosis surgery, Kate describes sit-
ting next to a beloved friend saying 
this: “Oh my dear one, it’s time. It’s time to 
go. If you stay a bitterness is going eat up 
everything I love about you.”  
     I can imagine that Kate’s directness 
would not have happened if it weren’t 
for her reality. Fear would have gotten 
the last word. But it didn’t. The space in 

between the two friends vanished. 
     So today, I’m wondering this: 
what does it take for us to live 
brave like this?  
How can you and I shatter the space 
in between the keeps us from dear 
ones in our lives? How can we have 
more conversations that matter?  
When I think about how to answer 
this question this is the wisdom that 
comes to mind: it takes two people to 
tango. Reconciliation. New begin-
nings. Truth-telling. All of these beau-
tiful acts do not happen if two people 
aren’t open and willing people don’t 
show up. And, push through the fear. 
Bring up the hard stuff. Listen.  

Continued on page 2 

https://www.amazon.com/Everything-Happens-Reason-Other-Loved/dp/0399592067
https://www.amazon.com/Everything-Happens-Reason-Other-Loved/dp/0399592067
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Sunday Worship 10:00am 

We continue our journey theme “Face to Face with God”  
through Lent to Easter . 

 
Mar 4:   Third Sunday of Lent: Communion 
 Pastor Elizabeth preaching “A God of Boundries” 
 
Mar 11: Fourth Sunday of Lent 
 Pastor Elizabeth preaching “A God of Second Chances” 
 
Mar 18: Fifth Sunday of Lent  
 Pastor Elizabeth preaching “A God of Belonging”  
 
Mar 25: Sixth Sunday of Lent 
 Pastor Elizabeth preaching “A God We Reject” 
 
Mar 29: Maundy Thursday 
 Dinner at 6pm; Service at 7pm 
 
Apr 1: Easter Sunday: Communion 
 Pastor Elizabeth preaching “ A God Who Makes All Things 
 New” Plan to stay of our traditional annual Easter Tea and 
 Egg Hunt  
 
Apr 8: Second Sunday of Easter: Communion 
 Rev. Tiffany Marley preaching 
 
Apr 15: Third Sunday of Easter 
 Rev. Elizabeth Hagan preaching “Resisting Fear: Proximity” 
 
Apr 22: Fourth Sunday of Easter 
 Rev. Elizabeth Hagan preaching “Resisting Nationalism:  
 Listening” 
 
Apr 29: Fifth Sunday of Easter 
 Rev. Elizabeth Hagan preaching “Resisting Loneliness:  
 Community” 
 
May 6: Sixth Sunday of Easter: Communion 
 Rev. Dana Trent, author of For Sabbath’s Sake will be  
 preaching “Resisting Burnt Out: Sabbath” 
 She will lead a short workshop during coffee hour about her 
 book and how we can invite more rest into our busy lives. 
 Copies of her book will be available for purchase. 
 
May 13: Seventh Sunday of Easter 
 Rev. Elizabeth Hagan preaching “Resisting Apathy: Prayer” 

Be willing to say: “I’m wrong.” Make amends if 
needed. Lean into love, the kind of love that is 
patient and kind. And most of all, value RELA-
TIONSHIPS over being right or doing what we 
want all of the time. 
     We must make a commitment and do our 
part before we give up.  
In the end, I believe this is gospel work. Showing 
up like this is the good news. Telling the truth is the 
good news. Abiding with people in hard spaces is 
the good news. And it’s work I know I’m called to 
do in this world filled so much fear, so many 
relationships that need mending. Let this be 
work we think about doing together as a congre-
gation.  
 
Thankful for you,  
 
 
 
Pastor Elizabeth 

Pastor’s Pen 
Continued from page 1 

Pastor’s Wish List 
We are looking for people that are willing to take 
on a small task or make a special donation. 
 

• Looking for someone to help create or  
establish a system for recording sermons. 
The files could be just audio, or audio and 
video. The digital files would be used as part 
of our online presence.  

• Looking for someone willing to donate 
funds for new lamps in the parlor. 

• Looking for a new fuseball table for the 
youth room 

• Looking for someone willing to consider 
new Christmas ornaments for the tree in the 
sanctuary. Maybe a new theme is needed? 

 
If you would consider any of these items as 
something you are willing to take on, please chat 
with Rev. Elizabeth or email the church office at 
PalisComCh@verizon.net 
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Report From Linda Schierow,  
Council Chairperson 
 

O ur annual meeting at the end of 
January culminated 2017 and 

kicked off 2018.  Below are a few 
highlights from the annual meeting.    
 
Accomplishments at the Annual 
Meeting of the Congregation:  
We began by recognizing Jane Leg-
gett as the volunteer of 2017. She has 
been Council Secretary for several 
years, is a champion soup maker for 
advent studies and “Souper” bowl Sunday, annually pro-
vides parents with a Day Out in December, and this year, 
she served on the pastoral search committee. She has done 
many other things as well, all while working full-time to ad-
vise Congress about policies related to climate change (quite 
a challenging task!), and caring for two daughters, one who 
just graduated from Bates College and the other who is half 
way through her four years at Earlham.   
     We conducted the usual church business at the annual 
meeting: reporting on the major activities of the year, ap-
proving the 2018 budget, and the slate of Council Members 
for 2018. Of course, the most significant events were the 
departure of Rev. Stinehelfer and the arrival of Rev. Hagan, 
who has provided wonderful leadership going forward.  
Other noteworthy events included the many musical visitors 
during the year, moments for mission, and building mainte-
nance and repair. Thanks to Connie, Maggie, and Lee and 
Bill, respectively, for these gifts. 
     Brian and Jean reported that we had a relatively good 
year financially in 2017, with receipts almost double the 
amount that was pledged. Pledges for 2018 are considerably 
increased, which helps in planning.  We are increasing budg-
et lines for website development and maintenance, child 
care and education, and for the music program.  The 2018 
budget was approved unanimously. 
     As for the slate of Council Members, all who served in 
2017 will again serve in 2018 with one exception. Nina 
Schierow has stepped down from her position as ICCC liai-
son.  No one offered to fill it, so that position remains open 
for 2018. Care to join the Council?  You would be welcome! 
     Finally, let me mention with thanks the efforts of Robin 
Anne and others who set up, clean up, and prepare and/or 
set out food for the annual meeting.  It was very much ap-
preciated.    
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Linda Schierow 
 

Congratulations! 

T oday we want to send a hearty 
congratulations to Rick Barton 

on the completion of his new book, 
Peace Works: America’s Unifying Role in 
a Turbulent World. 
     Rick writes about “Bosnia, 
Rwanda, Haiti, Afghanistan, Iraq, 
and Syria and a quarter-century of 
stumbles in America’s pursuit of a 
more peaceful and just world. 
American military interventions 
have cost thousands of lives and 
billions of dollars, yet we rarely manage to enact positive 
and sustainable change.” Rick, church member, ambassador 
and global conflict leader, uses a mix of stories, history, and 
analysis to shape a transformative approach to foreign  
affairs and offers concrete and attainable solutions for the 
future.  
     The book is due out in May. The D.C. launch will be  
June 6. Join us in sending our best to Rick. 

 Rev. Marley to Preach April 8 

O n Sunday, April, 8th we’ll 
welcome Rev. Tiffany Mar-

ley to The Palisades Community 
Church as our guest preacher. Rev. 
Marley is a native of North Caroli-
na but now lives in Bethesda, 
MD. As a child, she was raised by 
modest, hardworking parents who 
worked for a rural textile factory 
and who inspired her to dream and 
to embrace new opportunities. For 
twenty years, she has worked in the 
academic, community non-profit and faith-based sec-
tors. Currently, Tiffney is the Project Director for the Com-
munity Action Partnership National Office in Washington, 
D.C. where she oversees an initiative that identifies innova-
tive practice models for addressing the causes and condi-
tions of poverty through national virtual peer learning com-
munities. These groups learn and work together to redesign 
their programmatic strategies, collaborating with govern-
mental and private stakeholders to identify barriers and re-
imagine processes which support systems-level transfor-
mation for urban, rural, and tribal communities engaged in 
promising practices for alleviating poverty.  
     Rev. Tiffney is an ordained American Baptist minister 
and has served in various capacities in local congregations; 
however she is an ecumenical soul having ministered in Mis-
sionary Baptist, United Methodist, Presbyterian, United 
Church of Christ, Unitarian Universalist, United Holy and 
Pentacostal holiness contexts. She a mother to 8-year old 
twins, Randi and  Jesse. 



March/April 2018 

 

4 

 

S unday, February 4 was Super Bowl Sunday for millions of football fans. For 
our community it was “Souper” Bowl Sunday and over $500 was collected 

for S.O.M.E. during our annual event. Thank you to the many chefs including 
Rick Barton, Sylvia Becker, Maggie Cissel, Rev. Elizabeth Hagan, Jane Leggett, 
Rev. Beth McKinney, Joe McMannis, Martin Parker, Lisa Racioppi, Katherine 
Samolyk, Diane Schaefer, Jean Schreier, and Lee Wilson who contributed soup, 
dessert or bread, to Rick, Sylvia, Maggie, Katherine and Lee who helped set up, 
clean up and organize, to Martin for the beautiful cards identifying each soup and 
to all of those who came to eat! 

—Robin Anne Floyd, Hospitality Coordinator 

Missions at PCC 

Fill the Ark: A Lenten Project to Benefit Heifer Intl. 

O ur mission project throughout Lent will  
be to “Fill the Ark” for Heifer Inter- 

national. Coin boxes and calendars went  
home with everyone on February 25.  
If you did not receive your kit, more are  
available in the narthex every Sunday.   
     The calendar offers suggestions and lessons  
about life in other, less fortunate areas in the world.  
For instance, on the first day of Lent we learn about  
bees and how they can be used to create income for families.  
Then the calendar suggests we add twenty-five cents for every jar of  
honey in our kitchen. In week 3 we learn that ducks can lay 300 large eggs a year. 
The eggs provide a wonderful source of protein and can be sold at the local mar-
ket. Then we add a nickel to the coin box for every egg we have in our house. 
What a great way to teach kids about their good fortune and the importance of 
reaching out and helping others less fortunate.  
     Let’s fill our arks by Easter! 

—Maggie Cissel, Mission Coordinator 

Advocacy work in our 
Community 
 

O n Sunday, February 25 we wel-
comed to our pulpit Rev. Leslie 

Copeland-Tune. She spoke on “A 
God of Justice”. 
     After worship eleven people partic-
ipated in a workshop led by Rev. 
Copeland-Tune. On Wednesday, April 
4, the National Council of the 
Churches of Christ (NCC) will join 
with other partners including our very 
own ICCC, to march in the “ACT to 
End Racism Rally” on the National 
Mall. April 4th is the 50th anniversary 
of Dr. Martin Luther King’s  assassi-
nation. A silent Prayer Walk to the 
National Mall will begin at 7 am. This 
will be followed by an Interfaith Ser-
vice at 8 and will continue with a Rally 
and Call to Commitment from 9am-
4pm. For more information go to 
www.rally2endracism.org 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwiRhtrn-sjZAhXig-AKHbf8DZQQjRx6BAgAEAY&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.heifer.org%2Fresources%2Ffaith%2Ffill-the-ark%2Findex.html&psig=AOvVaw0vWPGwAriTwsWqHuVg9v_Y&ust=1519919291509432
http://rally2endracism.org/
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Scout Sunday 

O n Sunday, February 11 we hosted more than 
30 scouting families from Troop 61, Pack 61 

and girl scout troops 6694 and 3906. Each year 
scouts participate in this Sunday service to thank 
their sponsoring entity. Scouts served as ushers, 
greeters, acolyte, readers, color guard and coffee 
hour hosts.  

Martin Luther King, Jr.  
Sunday Worship  

W e celebrated Martin Luther 
King, Jr day on Sunday, Janu-

ary 14 with special music provided by 
Veronica Jones, Ayotunde Osunkunle, 
and Connie Van Mater. Guests Randi 
and Jessie Marley-Jones also presented 
parts of the “I have a dream” speech 
during the Children’s Message. The 
day was full of joyful lessons and spir-
itual music. We are thankful for the 
legacy of Dr. King. 

Guest pianist Ayotunde Osenkunle. Veronica Jones and Connie Van Mater. 
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Rev. Elizabeth Hagan, Senior Pastor      
Rev. Beth McKinney, Assistant Pastor      
Polly Johnson,  Administrator 
202.966.7929 | PalisComCh@verizon.net | www.ThePalisadesCommunityChurch.org 

The Palisades Community Church 
5200 Cathedral Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20016-2665 

Sunday, March 25, 10am—Palm Sunday 
Worship begins with a palm processional  

and features special music. 
Thursday, March 29—Maundy Thursday 

Dinner at 6, service at 7. 
Friday, March 30—Good Friday 

Services are offered at St. David’s Episcopal Church  
(5150 Macomb St, NW) at noon and 6pm. 

We have been invited to worship with our neighboring congregation.  

Sunday, April 1, 10am—EASTER 
Worship features special music and  

is followed by our traditional Easter tea and egg hunt. 
 

Celebrating birthdays in 
March and April 

 

 

 

 

 

Ralphy Zimmerman-March 12 

Kit Barton—March 12 

Beau Johnson—March 25 

Peter Schaefer—March 26 

 

Lilah Mehri—April 1 

Elizabeth Ornelas—April 9 

Veronica Jones—April 21 

Allen Atkinson—April 25 

Juliana Stein—April 28 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwiq1riwg8nZAhWKY98KHY5EBA0QjRx6BAgAEAY&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bishopstopfords.enfield.sch.uk%2Fholy-week%2F&psig=AOvVaw2GEAeL-8wq0k_OBFIG064m&ust=1519921529831141
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwiQwdDahsnZAhXpdN8KHY9MAMQQjRx6BAgAEAY&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.wishesgreeting.com%2Fhappy-birthday-quotes%2F&psig=AOvVaw2cmP2PcZeVSrEcaoyOGxcu&ust=1519922496832195

