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Pastor’s Pen 
 

G reetings, friends! It’s a New 
Year and I hope it’s starting off 

well for you and your family.  
     As you can tell from reading the 
stories in the Beacon this month and 
seeing the beautiful faces of our 
members throughout, Christmas 2017 
was lovely. We had a great first 
Christmas together. I was so proud of 
your support of our Advent Vespers, 
special services and also on Christmas 
Eve when we worshipped together 
twice in one day! Joy abounded.  
     As the season of Epiphany begins, 
we’re seeking to live into this unique 
season as a congregation—asking 
God to help us see our church in new 
ways, just as the wise men saw baby 
Jesus and knew that he was the One 
bringing to the world a new kingdom. 
We want to know more about God’s 
plans for us too. To facilitate this,  
during the 10am worship hour, we’re 
going to look at scriptures that help 
us see how God is always wanting to 
offer us the NEW.  
     I’m really excited about this season 
of the year, even as cold as it is out-
side, because it’s an opportunity for 
us all to re-group. And ask ourselves 
the question, “Why do we do this that 
we do? Does it add value to our  
community?” I’m hoping that we’ll 
wonder with fresh eyes about our 
routines, practices and even the stuff 
we’ve kept around our building. And 
think again about how God wants us 
to be a community on mission in the 
Palisades.   
     I hope that you’re learning about 
me that I believe church should be a 

place both of joy and authentic  
connection. Even with all the prob-
lems we face in our lives and around 
our world, we’ve still got good news 
to share! And as we seek to share it, 
none of us is ever alone on the  
journey  to follow Jesus.  
     I’m excited about what the New 
Year will bring for us all as we lean 
more into getting to know one anoth-

er better and the joy offered to us by 
the new things God is doing in our 
midst.  
     Epiphany blessings to you all,  
 
 
 
 
Pastor Elizabeth 
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As we begin 2018, it’s a great time to remember that our coming together as a 
church means God has given us a unique story. With Christ’s love dwelling with us 

we’ve been given so many NEW gifts in which to place our identity.  
Paul writes in 2 Corinthians 5:7: “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ,  

the new creation has come: The old has gone, the new is here!”  
Over the season of Epiphany (which actually means “revelation”)  

we’re going to unpack what it means to be a new creation of Christ together  
as a community! 

 
Jan 7:   First Sunday after the Epiphany 
 Pastor Elizabeth preaching “You Have a New Name” 
 
Jan 14:   Second Sunday after the Epiphany: Communion 
 Martin Luther King Jr., Service 
 Pastor Elizabeth preaching “You Have a New Message” 
 Special music organized by Veronica Jones 
 
Jan 21:   Third Sunday after the Epiphany: Annual Meeting  
 Pastor Elizabeth preaching “You Have a New Body”  
 
Jan 28:   Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany 
 Pastor Elizabeth preaching “You Have a New Voice” 
 
Feb 4 Fifth Sunday after Epiphany: Communion 
 Pastor Elizabeth preaching “You have New Strength”  
 “Souper” Bowl during fellowship 
 
Feb 11 Last Sunday after Epiphany: Scout Sunday 
 Pastor Elizabeth preaching “You Have New Direction” 
 
Feb 14 Ash Wednesday. Ashes available at 9am and noon in the 
 Sanctuary given by Pastor Elizabeth. 
 
Feb 18 First Sunday in Lent 
 Rev. Beth preaching 
 
Feb 25 Second Sunday in Lent 
 Guest speaker Dr. Leslie Copland-Tune, director of  
 Ecumenical Poverty Initiative. Advocacy workshop following 
 worship during coffee hour.  

Sunday Worship 10:00am Guest Speaker—Feb 25 
 

L eslie Copeland-Tune will be our guest 
preacher on February 25th. She will also 

lead a short workshop about how we can get 
involved in advocacy 
work in our communi-
ty during the 11am 
coffee hour.  
     Rev. Dr. Leslie 
Copeland-Tune is the 
director fo the Ecu-
menical Poverty Initia-
tive (EPI), an anti-
poverty ministry led by 
an active partnership 
of ecumenical leaders 
from diverse denomi-
national, geographical, 
racial, and ethnic backgrounds, which adds a 
prophetic voice and collective action to the fight 
to end poverty. EPI’s work is focused on ending 
predatory lending practices; advocating for fair 
and just wages for low-income workers, mobiliz-
ing partners to advocate for national, state and 
local policies and practices that help end poverty; 
and, an exciting new campaign, “We Say 
Enough” that is bringing faith and community 
leaders together to break down barriers to eco-
nomic justice.  
     Dr. Copeland-Tune has more than 15 years 
of experience working in the faith-based com-
munities as a preacher, advocate and voice for 
change. She has previously served as the assistant 
director for justice and advocacy for the National 
Council of Churches of Christ in the USA, where 
she worked on numerous justice issues including 
ending poverty, environmental stewardship, do-
mestic violence, human trafficking, affordable 
health care, comprehensive immigration reform 
and racial reconciliation. She also staffed the 
NCC’s Special Commission of the Just Rebuild-
ing of the Gulf Coast, which began after the dev-
astation caused by Hurricanes Katrina and Rita. 
     Rev. Copeland-Tune—who was born and 
raised in Mt. Vernon, New York—earned a 
bachelor’s degree from the Newhouse School of 
Communications at Syracuse University, an 
M.B.A. from the University of Maryland with a 
concentration in marketing, and a Master of The-
ological Studies from Duke University. She also 
has a doctorate in metro-urban ministry from 
New Brunswick Theological Seminary in New 
Brunswick, New Jersey. 
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ANNUAL  
MEETING 

Sunday, January 21, 2018 
 

A quorum is needed.  
Come and be counted.  
Lunch will be served. 

Report From Linda Schierow,  
Council Chairperson 
 

H appy New Year!  Let’s rejoice 
that we have had another suc-

cessful transitional year and are ready 
to embrace 2018!  
  
Annual Meeting of the Congrega-
tion: Please join us in Memorial Hall 
on January 21 after the worship ser-
vice for the annual business meeting 
of the congregation. We expect the 
meeting to be brief as there are no 
big issues to discuss!  We will spend the meeting mostly 
celebrating our volunteers, eating, and planning for an even 
better year to come.  As usual, we will discuss and ask for 
your approval of the proposed 2018 budget and the slate of 
church officers and other Council Members for 2018.  
Please remember to read the annual report that officers and 
others (especially Polly Johnson!) will prepare.  
 
2018 Budget: At the December meeting of the Church 
Council we shaped our 2018 budget proposal to achieve a 
balanced budget (with assistance from the Foundation, if 
necessary) while still planning for expenditures on music 
and our web site, which we hope will bring more people in 

our doors and encourage them to return.  We also contin-
ued to set aside funds to pay a Sunday School teacher 
(Harper Denhard) and a child care provider (Karima  
Benamri).  The Council remains committed to using Memo-
rial funds in 2018 for facility repairs.   
     The overall budget is slightly larger than last year, thanks 
to more generous pledging which almost met our goal. We 
approved a 1.9% salary increase for the Office Manager and 
our Music Director who has taken on the duties of an or-

ganist most Sundays.  Thank you to all who pledged, and it 
is not too late!  Just send an email to Bryan Lake 
(bwlake001@aol.com) telling him how much you hope to 
give in 2018.  Remember that it is just a pledge based on a 
current estimate of funds available, not a contract, and no 
one sees it except the financial officer who tracks your do-
nations for tax purposes. 
 
Nominations for Church Council:  Serving on the Coun-
cil is the best way to be informed about all church activities!  
We would welcome new blood! Due to lack of volunteers, 
our nominating committee has asked almost all of the cur-
rent Council Members to remain in place. Most have 
agreed, but not all. Would anyone like to be Liaison to the 
International Council of Community Churches? We will 
have to vote as a congregation on retaining all officers and 
Council Members whose 3-year terms have expired who 
have agreed to continue to serve. Anyone who is interested 
in serving or in learning about a position should talk to Syl-
via Becker, Max Merriman, or Mary Kay McMahon. Nomi-
nees will be listed in the annual report.  Please step up! 
 
Holiday Giving: Thanks to all who filled Salvation Army 
stockings or brought food to donate to So Others Might 
Eat.  Thanks to Maggie Cissel and Allen Atkinson for deliv-
ering the food and stockings. And thanks to Jane Leggett 
(and helpers, including Savannah Jones) for hosting Parents’ 
Day Out and collecting food for SOME in the process. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Linda Schierow 

mailto:bwlake001@aol.com
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T hanks to your giving this year toward missions, we were able to give over 
$5,000 to some organizations that are Christ’s hands and feet in our neigh-

borhood and the larger world. This year, thanks to you, we supported and sent 
$342 to S.O.M.E., $100 each to The Network of Biblical Storytellers and Hope 
Connections, $500 to Project Change, $686 for Hurricane Relief, $657 each to the 
Fisher House Foundation, Central Union Mission, House of Ruth, SPANCO and 
Our Courageous Kids.  
     A special thank you to those who donated Thanksgiving fixin’s for the 
S.O.M.E. Thanksgiving Basket food drive. Many bags of stuffing, cranberry 
sauce, gravy, potatoes, bean and much more were delivered by Allen Atkinson. 
     And thank you to everyone who stuffed a Salvation Army stocking for local 
kids in need. We filled a total of 34 stockings for boys ages 5-11. Special thanks to 
Maggie Cissel for organizing the effort and delivering the stockings.  

Advent Vesper Services  

 

W hat a lovely time it was to be 
together on Wednesdays dur-

ing Advent. 
     Thanks to Jane Leggett and her 
crew we enjoyed a delicious meal and 
non-rushed time around the table to 
get to know one another better. 
     Each week, we  discussed the 
theme of the week: love, peace, or joy. 
We lit the Advent candles. We sang 
our favorite Christmas carols. We 
meditated by coloring. We discussed 
how the messages of Advent connect-
ed to our own stories based on Pastor 
Elizabeth’s book, Seeing a Different 
World. 
     We might have found a new PCC 
tradition! 
     Be watching for special opportuni-
ties to be together and connect mid-
week again as we approach Holy 
Week. 

Missions at PCC 
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The Palisades Community 
Church Shines at Christmas! 
 

F rom the musical offerings of our 
children to the lovely Christmas 

Cantata and Christmas Tea, as well as  
the “Best Christmas Pageant ever”,  
we had a great Christmas season  
together. 
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Rev. Elizabeth Hagan, Senior Pastor      
Rev. Beth McKinney, Assistant Pastor      
Polly Johnson,  Administrator 
202.966.7929 | PalisComCh@verizon.net | www.ThePalisadesCommunityChurch.org 

The Palisades Community Church 
5200 Cathedral Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20016-2665 

You are invited to a Valentine’s Day Open House  
at Pastor Elizabeth, Kevin and Amelia’s home 

3000 12th Street South, Arlington 

 

Saturday, February 10th 
4-6 pm 

 
 

Drop by, bring your family for an  
informal time of  getting together! 


