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Pastor’s Pen

I

t will be with great delight that I begin my
time with you as Senior Pastor on September
5th. My family and I enjoyed being in your presence on July 16th and as I write, we’re looking
forward to the BBQ on Saturday, August 19th at
the Bartons’ so we can chat with you some
more.
As I shared with you in my first sermon, the
only way I know how to be a pastor is to know
and love one another well. So, I want to know
you. I want you to know me. And I want you to
trust that I will do the job you’ve asked me to
do—to serve as the spiritual leader of the congregation to the best of my ability. Simultaneously, I’ll trust that you’ll be a presence and serve
the ministries of our congregation to the best of
your ability too. For, I believe this is the only
way that a community life works well: mutual
commitment and love.
So, as we begin this new chapter together this
fall, let’s be intentional about getting to know
each other. Let’s listen with open hearts to what
this new chapter in all of our lives might bring! I
want to have lunch, coffee or even just a simple
chat in my office at a time that works best for
Continued on page 2
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Summer Worship Began in the Eternity
Garden

O

ur time of worship during the summer months began
together in the Eternity Garden at 9:30. Rev. Beth McKinney took the congregation on a tour of Bible development and
history this summer at PCC. From pre-Biblical documents like
the Didache, Q and the Dead Sea Scrolls up through the King
James Version to the plethora of reading options currently available, we have explored how our sacred scriptures came to be.
We had a great deal of fun playing Bible Jeopardy and Bible or
Not. (Either I made the questions too easy or we have some
secret Bible scholars among us.) Despite controversies
surrounding the
new Bible museum set to open
downtown in
November, we
hope to host a
field trip to see
some of the artifacts we have encountered this
summer.
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Worship at The Palisades Community Church
September 2017
Fellowship with lite refreshments at 9:30 in the Eternity Garden
Worship (informal) from 10:00 to 10:45 in the Sanctuary
Sept 3 Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost: Holy Communion and
Benevolence Offering (Labor Day weekend)
Rev. McKinney preaching
Theme: The parable of the laborers in the vineyard.
Regular Schedule (beginning September 10)
10:00 Worship in the Sanctuary
11:00 Fellowship in Memorial hall
Come join Pastor Elizabeth to think about what it means to begin
again together as a community of faith. We’ll stick closely to texts that
mark time in a particular way and ask of us action. We’ll hope to leave
with a greater sense of urgency for our Christian calling to be on the
move.
Sept 10 Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost: RALLY DAY and
Mission Sunday
Rev. Hagan preaching
Theme: It’s Time to Wake Up (Romans 13: 8-14)
Sept 17 Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Rev. Hagan preaching
Theme: It’s Time to Be Fearless (Exodus 14:10-14)

Pastor’s Pen Continued from page 1

our schedules.
Know that you can always find me in the office on Tuesdays. It will be the day that I’ll be
working with Polly on administrative tasks. But,
on other days, when I’m either out in the community or working on writing at home, you can
feel free to contact me via email or on my cell
phone. Thursdays will be the day I’ll seek to be
intentional about taking off so help me honor
this spiritual and vocational discipline.
Kevin and Amelia are looking forward to being a part of the Palisades Community too. I’ve
been an “itinerant preacher” since Amelia was
born so we’re looking forward to our being in
one church every week as a family. I appreciate
the kindness that you’ve already shown them
(you know, it’s tough, sometimes to be married
to or having your mom as the pastor) and I trust
that you’ll continue to make them feel at home.
Many blessings for all that is and will be-

Pastor Elizabeth
Email: Elizabethevanshagan@gmail.com
Cell Phone: 240-418-5800

Sept 24 Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Rev. Hagan preaching
Theme: It’s Time to Die (Philippians 1:20-30)

New Classes in Memorial Hall!

W

e welcome Sibley Seniors to our midst. On Tuesday mornings
from 11:30-12:30 and Wednesday afternoons from 12:15-2:15,
the Sibley Senior Services will provide classes in Memorial Hall. More
information on these classes is forthcoming. We continue to host Jill
Minneman Yoga on Tuesdays at 2pm and Carol Collins Yoga on
Wednesdays at 8:45am. Kung Fu continues with classes from 810:30pm on Monday, Wednesday and Friday evenings.
Our parlor also will host the Palisades Village storytelling events on
Tuesday afternoons and another semester of poetry classes for seniors
taught by Jenny Merton on Wednesday afternoons at 2:15.
The PCA will now hold their general membership meetings in our
sanctuary on the second Tuesday of the month from 7:30-9. The Jung
Society of Washington will hold a series of lectures in the sanctuary
and our own Connie Van Mater and her Mini-Musical group will rehearse two shows there also. And we will now serve as the emergency
evacuation site for F. S. Key Elementary School in the event that they
need to leave their facility.
For more information on any of these classes or events, call the
church office.
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Welcome BBQ

T

hanks to Rick Barton and Kit Lunney for
graciously hosting a barbeque welcome for
Rev. Elizabeth Hagan, husband Kevin Hagan,
and daughter Amelia. The grilled salmon and
macaroni and cheese provided by our hosts were
great! Lots of other dishes were contributed by
the guests and enjoyed by all. Quite a few church
members and a few neighbors came to mingle on
the beautiful deck, which is just at the end of
Hawthorne. Let’s do this again some time!
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Report of the Council Chairperson

S

ummer is gone! Rally Day, September 10, marks the
Sunday when our church children will return to Sunday
School with Ms. Denhard, the choir returns, rising 4th graders receive Bibles, and coffee hour will follow worship. We
are starting worship at 10:00, as usual. I look forward to
seeing you there! There is a moon bounce for young children, a treasure hunt for all, and a potluck picnic following
the worship service. Please bring a dish to share, and your
family, friends, and neighbors!
September 10 also is the Sunday debut for our new Senior Pastor, Reverend Elizabeth Hagan! On July 16, after she
preached and the congregation responded with loud
“Amen”s, the congregation voted unanimously to call her to
The Palisades Community Church. Thank you again to Bill
Wilson, Jane Leggett, and Pat Gerachis who performed the
search and identified our new spiritual shepherd. September
5 is her start date in the office, but her first sermon as our
Senior Pastor will be on Rally Day.
As our new pastor, Rev. Elizabeth will need our support.
She needs to learn our names and faces, our routines, and
our vision for the future. Please start thinking about how
you will help her! At the very least, pledge that you will attend services most Sundays and encourage others to do the
same. You can give her feedback and get to know her better
at coffee hour. You could volunteer to take her to lunch,
invite her family to dinner, or serve our usual needs by signing up to read the lessons on a Sunday or to pay for altar
flowers, weed the garden, or set up or clean up for coffee
hour. Or you could organize a special event, a concert or
game night. There are lots of options!
As Rev. Hagan begins her ministry, Acting Pastor Beth
McKinney will revert to her position as our Assistant Pastor. Thank you Rev. Beth for your pastoral care and leadership for the summer worship services. We learned a lot
about the Bible!
Help us to beautify the church grounds! In preparation
for Rally Day, the Council would like to make the church
grounds look spiffy! Bushes need pruning, the gardens always need weeding, sidewalks need sweeping, windows
need washing, and soon the grass will need raking. We may
schedule a Saturday for a group effort, or you can just do it
whenever you are available!
Goals for Growth: The next Council meeting is September 17, when we will be thinking about our fall program. We will want to hear Rev. Elizabeth’s ideas and explain our past efforts to her. Generally, we will be considering how to achieve our strategic goals. You might remember the goals established at our retreat in early 2015: 1. To
increase church attendance on Sundays; 2. To work more
efficiently and effectively so as to make the most of our
pastors’ and volunteer leadership efforts; 3. To be identified
with well-led, local causes that address homelessness, health,
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and youth; and 4. To improve our service to the community
and preschool. To these ends, the Council and ministers
have promoted various activities, such as:
* hiring a Sunday School teacher (Harper Denhard) and
adopting a coherent, flexible, and fun curriculum (called
Deep Blue);
* helping the preschool to become independent;
* scheduling and advertising special events on the internet
and through signs, postcards, and newspaper ads; and
* providing speakers for Mission Sundays, which will continue, but quarterly instead of monthly.
Our challenge now is to identify new opportunities and
means to achieve our goals. Council meetings are open to
all.
ICCC: The first meeting of representatives of the 6
churches affiliated with the International Council of Community Churches, Eastern Region, Area 1B will be September 23 at 1:00 pm at Seneca Community Church in Germantown. If you are interested in learning more about the
other community churches in our area and how they celebrate their faith, please join us. The drive is beautiful and
the church members are warm and caring! Tell Linda, Nina,
or one of our pastors if you would like to carpool.
All in all it should be a great church year!
Respectfully submitted,
Linda Schierow

Work and Repairs Completed at PCC

T

he team of Lee Wilson, Facilities, Maintenance, Repair
and Expansion Chair, and Bill Wilson, Council Vice
Chair spent the summer months completing various projects around our facility. One of the biggest projects was to
find a way to decrease the frequency of flooding in the
basement hallway. Bill and Lee spent hours digging and regrading the playground and laying new sod in the hopes that
the water would flow away from the stairs. They also
cleaned the gutters on the flat roof above the stairs. Together these efforts should decrease the flooding. Other projects
included installing edging along Hawthorne Hill to help
with the water erosion on the hill, repaired and painted the
divider in the downstairs ladies room, repaired the refrigerator in the kitchen, installed a new thermostat in Memorial
Hall, installed more shelving in the furnace room for Preschool storage, and repaired the ceiling light in one of their
classrooms. They also supervised the repair of the air conditioning for the sanctuary, had the floors waxed, the carpets
cleaned, and oversaw the deep cleaning of the oven and
stove in the kitchen.
We owe a deep, heart-felt thank you to this team for all
their hard work. Thank you Lee! Thank you Bill!
In addition, Linda Schierow and Maggie Cissel worked
hard cleaning the parlor and the sanctuary so we will sparkle
on Rally Day!
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ICCC Annual Conference
“Living Faith in a World of Change”
Cherry Hill, NJ
July 17-20, 2017

D

uring my five years as pastor at the Palisades
Community Church, the ICCC annual conferences have been held at Grand Rapids, Omaha, Dublin
(OH), Louisville, and Cherry Hill. I have attended all
but the Omaha conference, in each case as the only
PCC representative, with the exception of Grand Rapids, which was the last meeting of the ICCC which Jim
Rogers was physically able to attend.
PCC is much appreciated as a member of the ICCC,
and the respect for the mutual history and relationship
that the two entities have enjoyed is transferred to me
as a delegate and Senior Pastor. PCC remains one of
the most generous supporters of ICCC (fifth among
the eleven churches giving more than $2500), in actual
dollars and in percent of local budget. However, the
absence of PCC lay participation at the conferences is
noted, with a measure of dismay among the ICCC’s
regional and national leaders.
The highlight of this year’s conference, for me, was
the Bible Study led by Tony Campolo. I have known
Tony and Peggy Campolo for some ten years, and I
have heard Tony preach in other contexts. He is one of
America’s most effective, inspiring pulpit speakers, and
did not disappoint on this occasion.
The current business of the ICCC focuses on 1) the
search, once again, for its next Executive Director, and
on 2) the fiscal viability of the organization.
Regarding the former, the ICCC cannot afford a full
time executive, so many otherwise qualified candidates
would likely not be interested. Don Ashmall has once

again stepped in as interim, and it should be noted that
Don has been at PCC at least twice during the past five
years, and Stephen Butler Murray, whose tenure as ED
was very short lived, preached once at PCC.
Regarding the latter, participation in ICCC annual
conferences has dwindled to some 200 people (125150 voting delegates) from what used to be 500-600
attendees, and the number of supporting, member
congregations/centers has decreased equally dramatically. ICCC’s annual budget is now $194,000. The endowment, of which I was a trustee for two years, remains steady at well over $300,000, under wise management and oversight. It’s bylaws rightfully allow only
modest support of the annual budget.
Each of the Areas/Regions met at the conference.
Myrtis Brame (Seneca) is our representative ICCC
Trustee, after the death of beloved Vermelle E. Barnes
(Park Road). Myrtis and Sandra Roberts (Douglas Memorial) led our meeting, with the following information of note for 2017-18: 1) Area meeting at Seneca
on 9/23; 2) Area banquet on 11/8; 3)Area conference
call on 1/20 at 1:00; 4) Area “Community Day” at
Bowie center (Roman Catholic partners) on 4/21; 5)
Area meeting, possibly at Norbeck, on 5/19. As I was
unable to commit PCC, PCC is back up host for any
event if interested.
I am grateful for this opportunity to have reunited
with ICCC friends, and to properly close my ICCC
relationship. I was recognized with appreciation for my
contributing participation. However, I believe that the
future of the ICCC, in leadership, membership, and
financial viability, is tenuous to say the least.
Respectfully submitted,
Rev. Jeff Stinehelfer

Matthew Thorp

T

he father of our church member Lynn and good
friend of PCC and the neighborhood, Matthew
Thorp recently passed away at the age of 96 years old.
A memorial service to celebrate his life will be held on
Saturday September 23 at 1:30 at the church. There
will be a reception to follow at the Salt and Pepper
restaurant at 5125 MacArthur Blvd. Donations in
Mat’s memory can be made to the Palisades Community Fund of the PCA; P.O. Box 40603, Washington, DC
20016. As details become available they will be communicated via the Sunday bulletins.
Right: Mat with his grandkids Richard and Nicole.
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beginnings
Sunday, September 10, 2017
10am-noon
10am—Preaching by Rev. Elizabeth Hagan
Take home a Colorado Blue Spruce sapling
11am—BBQ by Rocklands (all ages)
Bring a side or dessert to share.
Treasure hunt (all ages)
Moon Bounce (children only)

Bring family, friends, neighbors for our annual “Rally Day”!
All are welcome.

The Palisades Community Church
5200 Cathedral Ave, NW, Washington, DC 20016
PalisComCh@verizon.net 202-966-7929 www.ThePalisadesCommunityChurch.org
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On the
Church Calendar

Sun, Sept 3—Communion Sunday
Sun, Sept 10—RALLY DAY!
Sun, Sept 17—Council meeting
Sun, Oct 1—Communion Sunday
and Pastor’s Appreciation Day
Sun, Oct 8—Mission Sunday
Sun, Oct 15—
94th Church Anniversary
Sun, Oct 21—
Red Cross Blood Drive.
To register for donations, go to
www.RedCrossBlood.com
MARK YOUR CALENDAR
Sat, November 8
Annual ICCC Samaritan’s Luncheon
Banquet @ Craig Memorial Church
Tickets will soon be available. Rev.
Beth will be performing stories from
the bible relating to the theme
“Living Faith in a World of Change”.

A Note from the New Preschool Director

I

am excited to join the Community Preschool of the Palisades. My
name is Myrna Robinson and I am the new preschool director. I look
forward to growing and learning more about the community as a whole. I
am eager to work with everyone for the betterment of the preschool!
A little bit about myself, I was adopted just before my fourth birthday.
My parents welcomed me into their family, the seventh family I had been
with, after bouncing among different foster homes. Perhaps these early
experiences are why I dedicated my adult life to helping shape young
minds and coaching teachers who work with children. Critical brain development happens before age three. Through my own experiences in foster
care, I know the importance of these formative years.
Studies show that from birth to five are the most formative years for
children. I know that children grow and develop at their own pace and that
there is no single best approach to learning.
Although, I graduated from Marymount University in Arlington, VA
with a degree in Sociology and studied Social Work at Whittier College in
Whittier, CA, I have been trained to teach various models of curriculum
including emergent, faith and play-based. I was nominated for Teacher of
the Year in 2013 (for the entire Knowledge Universe/KinderCare network) and was honored as a Teacher Who Inspires Change Through
Transitions in 2012. I hope to meet you soon.

The Palisades Community Church
5200 Cathedral Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20016-2665

Rev. Elizabeth Hagan, Senior Pastor
Rev. Beth McKinney, Assistant Pastor
Polly Johnson, Administrator
202.966.7929, paliscomch@verizon.net, www.thepalisadescommunitychurch.org
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