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Pastor’s Pen 
 

W hat fun it has been to get to 
know so many of you better 

over these past several weeks. Thank 
you for welcoming me and my family 
into your community! 
     If I have not had a chance yet to 
have a one-on-one meeting or con-
versation with you, let’s set something 
up. I want to have the opportunity to 
hear more of your story and what are 
your hopes for our congregation. It’s 
really important work we can do to-
gether—just listening.  
     I know this might sound crazy, but 
the season upon us: stewardship is 
one of my favorite times in the 
church year. In the churches I’ve 
served in the past, I’ve seen steward-
ship season be the catalyst for new 
life and energy.  Though it’s easy to 
think that it’s all about money or the 
church asking for more money (which 
none of us really enjoy hearing), to 
me, it’s about so much more. It’s the 
season of the year where we come 
together and decide who we are, 
where we want to be going, and or-
ganize our resources to get us there. 
This is why I’m preaching three ser-
mons with a stewardship focus begin-
ning on November 5th. And this is 
why your church leadership and I 
have planned two opportunities for 
you in November to come together 
outside of Sunday morning worship 
to talk about our plans for the future 
and the part we all play in our congre-
gation. I would highly encourage you 
to come to one of these home gather-
ings as you are able either in the 
morning of November 8th or in the 

evening of November 14th. These will 
be lovely times not only to enjoy good 
food and conversation with one an-
other but to talk about who we want 
to be in our 95th year as a church. 
And it’s a great way to see friends out-
side of Sunday morning worship! 
     Then, in December, I’m going to 
be offering three mid-week worship 
opportunities— a Wednesday night 
Advent Vesper Service. These short 
gatherings of song, scripture and time 

November is  
Stewardship Month ! 

 
Wednesday, November 8, 10:30am—Stewardship gathering at  
the home of Rev. Hagan (3000 12th Street S, Arlington, VA).  
Let’s get to know each other better, enjoy brunch and chat  
about our church and our hopes for the future. Please  
R.S.V.P. to ElizabethEvansHagan@gmail.com. 
  
Tuesday, November 14, 7pm—Stewardship gathering at the  
home of Diane and Peter Schaefer (5101 Cathedral Ave, NW,  
Washington, DC). Enjoy a light supper and dessert as we  
continue conversation about our church. Please R.S.V.P.  
to ElizabethEvansHagan@gmail.com. 
  
Sunday, November 19, 10am—Stewardship Sunday. We’ll bring  
our pledge cards to worship and celebrate another “New Beginning”  
as a congregation. If you cannot be present on November 19th to  
participate, feel free to give your envelope to someone else to bring  
for you or drop by the church office before. We are looking  
forward to this being a special day for us all!   

for shared reflection will not only help 
put you into the Christmas mood, but 
give you an opportunity to connect 
with your church family if you’re una-
ble to be with us on Sundays. Plus a 
soup dinner will be offered ahead of 
time. No need to cook dinner. What 
could be better?  
 
Looking forward to all that will be,  
Pastor Elizabeth  
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 Leaning into God’s Abundance 
Nov 5 22nd Sunday of Pentecost:  Communion/All Saints Day 
 Pastor Elizabeth preaching “An Abundant Past” 
 
Nov 12 23rd Sunday of Pentecost: Orphan Sunday and  
 Mission Offering 
 Pastor Elizabeth preaching “Enough for Now” 
 
Nov 19 24th Sunday of Pentecost: Pledge Day 
 Pastor Elizabeth preaching “More than We Ever Imagined”  
 
Nov 23 Thanksgiving Day (Give thanks with family and friends!) 
 
Nov 26 25th Sunday of Pentecost: Christ the King Sunday 
 Pastor Beth preaching “The One Who Said Thank You” 

 

Do You Hear the Call? 
Dec 2 Greening of the Sanctuary (10-noon): Volunteer your time 
 and talents to help us get ready for Christmas.  
 
Dec 3 First Sunday of Advent: Communion and  
 Benevolence Offering 
 Pastor Elizabeth preaching “A Call to Prepare”; Special music 
 by Jerod Denhard (Celtic Harpist) 
 
Dec 6 Vesper Service—Soup dinner at 6, service at 7 
 
Dec 10 Second Sunday of Advent:  
 Pastor Elizabeth preaching “A Call for Repent”; Children’s 
 pageant during fellowship hour after worship. 
 
Dec 13  Vesper Service—Soup dinner at 6, service at 7 
 
Dec 16 Parents Day Out (11-3pm): Volunteer to help Jane Leggett 
 care for community kids while parents complete holiday  
 shopping.  
 
Dec 17 Third Sunday of Advent:   
 Choir Cantata and Christmas Tea following worship. 
  
Dec 20 Vespers Service—Soup dinner at 6, service at 7 
 
Dec 24 Christmas Eve  
 10am: Family Service of Lessons and Carols 
 7pm: Traditional Candlelight Service  
  
Dec 25 Christmas Day 
 
Dec 31 First Sunday after Christmas:  
 A service of carols and reflection 

On the Calendar 

 
Saturday, November 4, 5-9p—Templo 
Guaracy Das Tradicoes Feijoada Fundraiser in 
Memorial Hall. For $20 in advance, or $25 at the 
door you’ll be treated to a Feijoada Plate (black 
beans, rice, greens, orange and farofa) plus an 
array of regional desserts.  
 
Sunday, November 5, 10a—Communion  
Sunday—Daylight savings time ends. Beginning 
November 5 through the end of the month, we 
hope to collect Thanksgiving ‘baskets’ for 
S.O.M.E. Bring any of the following: cans of 
sweet potatoes, string beans, gravy, cranberry 
sauce, fruit cocktail; boxes of stuffing mix, maca-
roni and cheese, instant mashed potatoes; bottles 
of 100% juice (non-refrigerated); a new reusable 
shopping bag for packing. 
 
Saturday, November 18, noon—ICCC  
Banquet at Craig Memorial Church (5305  
Farmingdale Place, Chapel Oaks, MD 20743). 
Linda Schierow has tickets. Adults $13; children 
$6.50. Rev. Beth will be providing special enter-
tainment with stories relating to the theme 
“Living Faith in a World of Change.” 
 
Saturday, December 9, 9:30a-11—Breakfast 
with Santa sponsored by the Palisades Citizens’ 
Association 
 
 
 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS! 

ANNUAL MEETING 
Sunday, January 21, 2018 

A quorum is needed. Come and be counted.  
Lunch will be served. 

Sunday Worship (10:00am)  
and Holiday Programs  
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Report From Linda Schierow,  
Council Chairperson 
 

W hat a year 2017 has been!  
We saw the preschool take off 

on its own, experimented with vari-
ous musical programs and musicians, 
hired a new Sunday school teacher, 
said good bye to Pastor Stinehelfer, 
searched for and found a wonderful 
new Senior Minister, enjoyed learning 
about the Bible during the summer 
with Pastor Beth, and welcomed the 
arrival of Pastor Elizabeth and her 
family. We now have an active nursery on Sundays, exciting 
sermons, and a fantastic new website and Facebook page.  
And, we have big plans for the next few months, as we are 
about to enter the church’s busiest season:  All Saints’ Day, 
the annual ICCC Banquet, Stewardship Sunday, Thanksgiv-
ing, Advent, and finally Christmas.   
 
ICCC Annual Banquet:  Join your pastors and me on No-
vember 18th at Craig Memorial Church for a special pro-
gram and luncheon.  The “Annual Banquet” is an oppor-
tunity to share ministries and a meal while we learn more 
about our sister congregations.  In this time of racial strife, 
it is especially important that we get to know one another.  
Tell us if you would like to car pool. I have tickets:  $13 for 
adults and $6.50 for children. 
 
Stewardship Month begins in November:   
Let’s begin our season with great church attendance, every 
Sunday!  We need your energy as we kick off our steward-
ship campaign aimed at our three goals: enhancing the mu-
sic program, making our web presence spectacular, and 
making our child care and children’s programming even 
better.  To achieve those goals, we have prepared an aspira-
tional budget proposal for 2018. As the pledge season con-
cludes at the end of the month, the Church Council will 
meet to develop a more formal 2018 budget proposal, re-
fined to reflect the reality of 2017 receipts, anticipated ex-
penses in 2018, and pledges received.  This realistic budget 
proposal will be presented at our annual meeting at the end 
of January.   
      
Holiday Preparations (stockings, decorations, poinset-
tias, and food donations):  
We are reviving an old church tradition this year by filling 
stockings for young children. The Salvation Army provides 
the empty stockings and distributes them full to youngsters.  
It’s such fun shopping for small toys and other items to fill 
a stocking or two! This year the stockings will be prepared 
for young boys and must be returned to church full 
(stuffed!) no later than November 26.   

     Other holiday preparations include “greening” the 
church on December 2 so that we are ready for the first 
Sunday in Advent on December 3. We also will be ordering 
poinsettias to decorate the sanctuary for Christmas Eve.  
Don’t forget to order some in red, pink, or white, and re-
member that if you write a dedication on the order form, it 
will be printed in the bulletin on Christmas Eve. Plants may 
be taken home after the evening Christmas Eve service. 
And finally, let’s remember those less fortunate by bringing 
to church our gifts of nonperishable food or toiletries for 
So Others Might Eat. Let’s fill the baskets and the tub in 
the basement so that we can deliver the goods before 
Christmas.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Linda Schierow 
 

Open for Nominations! 
 

T he Church Council has appointed a committee to 
oversee nominations for 2018 Church Council.  The 

Nominations Committee includes Robin Anne Floyd 
(Coordinator for Administration) and three at-large Council 
members:  Sylvia Becker, Mary Kay McMahon, and Max 
Merriman. They will be looking for volunteers to work with 
the Church Council in 2018.  If you are interested in learn-
ing more about the church or in taking a more demanding 
leadership role, please talk to one of the committee mem-
bers.  All positions are open for the coming year.  Elections 
will be held at the Annual Meeting in late January, as usual.  
 

I signed up for flowers. Now what? 
 

H ave you ever wondered what a flower donation in-
volves?  Well, it may be as simple as writing a check 

to the church for $25 and putting it in the offering plate. 
After the service, you may take the flowers home.  If they 
are cut flowers, you may take the vase home and return it 
the following week, or you may remove the flowers before 
taking them, rinse the vase and leave it in the parlor.  
     Rev. Beth usually purchases and arranges altar flowers, 
but would be happy if you would like to help some Sunday 
by  buying the flowers yourself (usually two or three bunch-
es from Safeway or Whole Foods) and arranging them in a 
vase to place on the altar before the service begins.  Vases, 
baskets to cover pots, and other decorations are in the par-
lor closet, conveniently adjacent to the sink.  Pruning shears 
also are in the closet.  Again, you may retrieve the flowers 
(or potted plant) after the service and take them home to 
enjoy.  That’s all there is to it!  Who knows? If you enjoy it, 
you might consider taking on the task on a regular basis.  
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Christmas Poinsettias 
As is our tradition at Christmas, the sanctuary will be decorated with  
poinsettias. If you would like to donate a plant, please complete the form 
below and bring or mail it, with your check, to the church office (5200  
Cathedral Ave, NW, Washington, DC 20016) no later than December 11.  
 
 
I/We wish to place an order for ________ poinsettia(s). 
 
 
In memory of 
______________________________________________________ 
 
In honor of 
________________________________________________________ 
 
In celebration of Christmas ________________ 
 
 
Your name as you wish it to appear in the worship bulletin 
 
____________________________________________________________ 

Mission Project 

 

B eginning Sunday, October 29  
and continuing through Sunday, 

November 26 we will be filling Christ-
mas stockings for the Salvation Army. 
Pick up your empty stocking in the 
narthex from Maggie Cissel. Fill it up 
and bring it back by November 26. 
The age of the recipient is noted on 
the stocking as well as suggestions for 
items to fill it with. We are excited to 
brighten up the Christmas of several 
boys in our community. 

The price for each 
plant is $12. 

Advent Vesper Services  
 

J oin us Wednesday nights in Decem-
ber (6th, 13th, 20th) for dinner at 6 

pm, Vespers at 7 pm.  
     Following a tradition that is held at 
many camps, this evening service will be 
an informal time of singing, hearing 
scripture and discussing the theme of 
the week (peace, hope and joy). Pastor 
Elizabeth wrote a book this year for 
Chalice Press for the Advent Season 
called Seeing a Different World. Copies of 
this book will be available beginning 
November 1 to be used during your 
personal devotions at home and we’ll 
talk about the readings during the ser-
vices. Families are welcome to bring 
kids. We’ll even collect an offering out 
of the change in our wallets to go to-
ward a mission we’ll decide on together 
as part of the Vespers.  
     Come early (anytime between 6-7) to 
enjoy a light soup supper. Thanks to 
Jane Leggett for coordinating the meal.  

Preparing for Christmas  
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NEW BEGINNINGS 
“Rally Day” September 11 
 

T he ‘new beginning’ to our church year was a 
huge success. The Chancel Choir returned 

from their summer hiatus and treated us to the 
anthem “We Can Plant a Forest”. While they were 
singing, the children passed out California Blue 
Spruce saplings to all. These gifts were a symbol of 
the love of Jesus Christ and of the new beginning 
in our church Community. Three of our youth 
were presented bibles. Congratulations to Emma 
and Simon Lake and to Cristan Zimmerman. Eve-
ryone enjoyed a picnic lunch featuring Rockland’s 
BBQ chicken with sides and desserts brought by 
many. Thanks to everyone for helping to make our 
kick off day a wonderful one. 

Thank you for Your Hurricane 
Response! 
 

F or two Sundays in October, our congregation 
took up a special mission offering to benefit 

those affected by hurricanes in Texas, Florida, 
Puerto Rico and beyond. Together we raised $685, 
some of which will benefit the American Red 
Cross. Some of the collection went to purchasing 
books for the children at First United Methodist 
Church in Dickinson, TX who lost their children’s 
library during the floods. The children in our  
Sunday school class signed their names in the 
books and made cards to send to the children in 
Texas.  
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Rev. Elizabeth Hagan, Senior Pastor      
Rev. Beth McKinney, Assistant Pastor      
Polly Johnson,  Administrator 
202.966.7929 | PalisComCh@verizon.net | www.ThePalisadesCommunityChurch.org 

The Palisades Community Church 
5200 Cathedral Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20016-2665 

Anniversary Celebration 
On October 15, 2017 we celebrated our 94th church anniversary by naming many of 
the people and events that have shaped our becoming. A delicious pot luck lunch 
was organized by Katherine Samolyk. We’re already looking forward to year number 
95! 


