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Jeff’s Journal 
 
What makes for a “good life”? 
     Yale theologian Miroslav Volf, in 
his book entitled “Flourishing: Why 
We Need Religion in a Globalized 
World”, maintains that people are 
“thirsty” to find deep meaning in 
their lives. Volf teaches at Yale Divin-
ity School, my alma mater, and I re-
cently met him at a symposium host-
ed by the National Press Club. 
     The professor says that a “good 
life” is a “life worth living”, and the 
great religions of Christianity, Juda-
ism, Buddhism, and Islam “are our 
most potent repository of visions of 
the good life”, and what it means to 
have a life that is “flourishing”. 
     “Lois” and “John” own the dry 
cleaning business that I patronize. 
They are religious Koreans who know 
that I am a Christian pastor, and we 
have become friends. On the sidewalk 
in front of the store last week, Lois 
cried on my shoulder, and she asked 
that I pray for her father, a pastor in 
Korea. Lois later emailed me:  
“My father reminds me of Job. His life is 
full of pain. He has suffered from his family 

 
Continued on page 2 

Simone Fitzgibbon Retires 
After 18 years of faithful service to PCC, our beloved  
organist Simone Fitzgibbon will play her final Sunday on 
November 20! We will honor her that day, and she will  
honor the congregation with an original composition for 
the “postlude”.  
     Simone Fitzgibbon received her Bachelor of Music de-
gree from Hendrix College with a minor in organ, and a 
Master of Music Education from Arkansas State University. 
She completed extensive graduate work at Columbia  

Christmas Concert by the DuPont Brass! 
Sunday, December 4 (7-8pm) 

G et in the “Holiday Spirit”! Bring your family, friends and neighbors to enjoy 
the season’s sounds with the popular “DuPont Brass”! 

     “DuPont Brass” is an eclectic, soulful ensemble that has played at venues as 
varied as the Kennedy Center Millenium Stage, The D.C. Jazz Festival, and local 
metro stations! Touching the hearts of the community with their heartwarming 
testimony, the group has been featured on WTOP’s “Live at Five” (twice) and in 
The Washington Post (five times). Started by five music majors from Howard  
University, the ensemble mixes jazz, hip-hop, and R&B to uplift the spirit of it’s 
audiences. Their debut album “Crewsin: Sounds of the City”, is available at 
www.dupontbrass.com. 
     The concert is yet another in the special outreach events by our church, where 
“Community” is our middle name! Invite everyone you know! 
     Admission at the door: Adults $15; Children 12 and under $5; $30 max per 
family. (Checks payable to Palisades Community Church). 

University, Penn State, and the University of Memphis. 
     Before PCC, Simone had been on staff in several  
denominations, including Methodist, Episcopal, Disciples  
of Christ, and Presbyterian churches. She has performed 
many recitals in Arkansas and Washington DC. 
     On November 20 in worship and fellowship, come help 
the congregation celebrate with Simone, and bid her a prop-
er and prayerful “farewell”! 
     And then, on November 27, welcome our Interim  
Organist, Jason Kent West, to the keyboards.  
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Jeff’s Journal continued from  page 1 

Nov 6 25th Sunday of Pentecost:  Communion and Benevolence Offering 
 Pastor Jeff preaching; special music: Sandy Choi (violin) and  
 Connie Van Mater 
 
Nov 13 26th Sunday of Pentecost: Stewardship and Mission Offering 
 Public radio drama: “Fall Fundraising Campaign at PCC” 
 
 FREE PERFORMANCE (7pm) by Rev. Beth McKinney: (see page 5)
 “Prescriptions from the Great Physician: Healing Stories of the Bible” 
 
Nov 20 The Reign of Christ:  Stewardship and Thanksgiving Sunday 
 Pastor Jeff and Liz Ornelas preaching  
 
 SPECIAL RECOGNITION: Simone Fitzgibbon (retirement) 
 
Nov 24 Thanksgiving Day (Give thanks with family and friends!) 

 

The Christian Year Begins! 
 

Nov 26 Greening of the Sanctuary (10-noon): Volunteer your time and talents.  
 
Nov 27 First Sunday of Advent: Welcoming Jason Kent West (interim organist) 
 Pastor Jeff preaching; special music: Harper Denhard 
 
Dec 4 Second Sunday of Advent: Communion and Benevolence Offering 
 Pastor Jeff preaching;  special music: Jerod Denhard (harpist) and Choir 
 
 CHRISTMAS CONCERT (7pm): The DuPont Brass! (See page 1) 
 
Dec 10 Breakfast with Santa (9:30-11am) by Palisades Citizens’ Association 

Dec 11 Third Sunday of Advent: Mission Offering 
 Pastor Jeff preaching; special music Violin duet with Sandy Choi 
  
 SPECIAL PROGRAM: Christmas Pageant by PCC children  
  
Dec 17 Parents Day Out (11-3pm): Volunteer to help Jane Leggett care for  
 community kids while parents complete holiday shopping.  
 
Dec 18 Fourth Sunday of Advent and Annual Christmas Tea 
  
 SPECIAL MUSIC: Christmas Cantata by PCC Choir and guests 
 
Dec 24 Christmas Eve (5:00!): Traditional Candlelight Service  
 with Lessons and Carols 
 Pastor Beth preaching; special music: Connie Van Mater 
 
Dec 25 Christmas Day: Lessons and Carols with Pastor Beth and Jason West 
 
Jan 1 New Year’s Day (no service at PCC; enjoy the holiday!)  

Sunday Worship (10:00am) and Holiday Programs 
The Palisades Community Church since he was young. His younger brother has 

been persecuting him all of his life. My father 
raised his brother’s abandoned son. But my 
uncle tortured my parents so badly. Several 
times he interrupted the services at my  
father’s church, and broke the furniture,  
and once even stabbed a church member. My 
father says he wants now to become a  
Buddhist monk.” 
     Lois tells me about a brother who 
left his wife and children, and about a 
sister-in-law who defrauded money 
from members of her father’s church, 
and about a niece who is paralyzed 
and dependent upon the care of her 
parents: “My father is upset because of the 
money I send. He doesn’t want to bother me 
and my family. I am so sorry about what 
happened in his life. I don’t remember any 
happy moment on his face.” 
     Lois and John are aware that I 
have established a supportive friend-
ship with Kenya and her kids, who 
were until recently homeless in D.C. 
After that poignant public moment in 
front of the cleaners last week, crying 
on my shoulder and praying together, 
Lois handed me $200 for Kenya. 
     I submit that Lois exemplifies a 
“good life,” a “life worth living”, a life 
that is “flourishing”.  
     Yes, we do need religion in a  
globalized world. 
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Report From Linda Schierow,  
Council Chairperson 
 
Retirement of Our Organist, Simone:  What can I say? 
After almost 18 years at The Palisades Community Church, 
longer than I have been a member here, Simone Fitzgibbon 
will no longer be present each Sunday, playing the piano 
and organ, accompanying our hymns and our choir.  I will 
miss her beautiful music, especially her original composi-
tions (thank you Ms. Golden), but even more I will miss her 
presence, always cheerful, loving, and kind.  Of course, she 
has graciously offered to fill in now and then when needed, 
so we need not say good bye, but rather we may wish her 
well in her retirement.  And I know she would enjoy an oc-
casional lunch or dinner with friends, either in the Palisades 
or Alexandria where she lives. Give her a call! The congre-
gation will celebrate with her on her last regular Sunday 
with us, November 20.   
 
ICCC:  In September, our Church Council accepted the 
report of the Task Force on our relationship with the Inter-
national Council of Community Churches (ICCC).  The 
ICCC Task Force consisted of Rev. Beth McKinney, Rev. 
Jeff Stinehelfer, Caroline Pierce, and Jane Leggett. Thank 
you for your efforts! The decision was that despite the ap-
parent lack of enthusiasm in the congregation, we should 
continue to work with our Regional representatives and to 
encourage participation in Community Day, the annual  
banquet, and the annual conference. On September 25, we 
observed ICCC Sunday, and the new ICCC Council Minis-
ter, Steven Murray, preached a vibrant and joyful sermon to 
our congregation. Get your tickets from me for the annual 
banquet being held Saturday, November 5, at 11:00 at Park 
Road Community Church. 
 
Leadership Task Force:  In October, your Council con-
sidered the report of the Leadership Task Force, formed 
after the 2015 retreat. Its task is to consider how to empow-
er our leaders, including Council members, ministers, and 
staff, in pursuit of our goal to increase (or at least sustain) 
our membership and participation while reducing (or at 
least not increasing) the workload. After affirming support 
of the goal, the Task Force considered the results of the 
survey, attendance records, and other data gathered to in-
form our discussion, and finally recommended that we con-
centrate on three leadership tasks:  1) hiring a replacement 
for our Sunday School teacher, Trish Lathan, who returned 
to England; 2) considering how to adjust to Simone’s retire-
ment; and 3. determining the level of ministerial services, 
that is, the number of hours and kinds of activities needed 
to attain our goals.  
     The Council agreed with the recommendations of the 
Task Force, and quickly moved on the need we considered 
most urgent, replacing our Sunday School teacher. We have 

hired Harper Denhard, our own fabulous soprano. She is in 
her eighth year of teaching and currently teaches second 
graders at Sargent Shriver Elementary School in Silver 
Spring. She holds a Master of Education degree from Arizo-
na State University and a Bachelor of Arts from St. Mary’s 
College of Maryland. After graduating college, she joined 
Teach for America and taught first grade in a high-need 
community in Phoenix, Arizona, for two years. After com-
pleting the program, she moved back to the Washington 
area and taught first grade in the Anacostia neighborhood 
for two years before moving to Montgomery County Public 
Schools. She says she is “passionate about ensuring that 
every student feels valued and empowered to achieve their 
dreams and make a positive contribution to the world.”   
     Simone’s retirement presented a more complex issue: 
whether and how to proceed with another organist. With 
our shrinking choir, and survey results indicating that at 
least some church members would like to see changes, the 
Council decided to use this opportunity to review the entire 
music program. A task force will consider various options 
and report back to the Council. If you would like to serve 
on this Music Task Force, please let me know. Michael 
Johnson, Jake Jones, and Nina Schierow already have vol-
unteered, but we could use a couple more people on it. Of 
course, our music director and ministers will be available to 
assist the Task Force. 
     The third task, to evaluate our ministerial needs, was 
placed on hold until after the holiday season. Right now, 
our Senior Pastor, who has been with us going on 5 years, 
serves us ¾ time, but has been preaching almost every Sun-
day while our Assistant Pastor (who grew up in our church) 
took a year off from preaching in order to take a course in 
Bible story telling. She is returning to her ministerial duties 
at the end of December, and will be preaching at least once 
each month in 2017, allowing the Senior Pastor more time 
to attend to other duties. The Membership and Participa-
tion Task Force suggested making the Senior Pastor full-
time. That suggestion will be considered early in January. 
 
Budget Planning:  The November 20 Council meeting will 
be devoted to the 2017 budget, and planning how best to 
use it to achieve our strategic goals. If you remember, the 
goals are:  1) To increase church attendance on Sundays;  2) 
To make the most of the efforts of our pastors’ and volun-
teer leadership;  3) To be identified with well-led, local caus-
es that address homelessness, health, and youth; and  4)  To 
improve our service to the community and preschool.  Our 
Treasurer, Jean Schreier, will inform us about 2016 income 
and expenses and project our needs for the coming year. 
The Council will revisit our 2016 budget choices and con-
sider additional options to revitalize our church.  Due to the 
time and other resources needed to complete the transition 
of the preschool to independent status, several activities 

Continued on page 4 
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planned for 2016 were put on hold. On January 
22, the congregation will convene for its annual 
meeting and vote on the proposed budget as pre-
pared by the Council. 
     Budget estimates of income will be more accu-
rate if 2016 pledges are honored soon, and if we 
all pledge our financial support for the church 
during the stewardship campaign in mid-
November. By the way, Rick Barton, Coordinator 
for Stewardship and Finance, would like to step 
down from his position. Please let Robin Anne 
Floyd know if you might be interested in becom-
ing the stewardship coordinator.   
 
Holiday Planning: We are getting ready to deck 
the halls on Saturday, November 26. Please join 
us in decorating the sanctuary with nativity 
scenes, a tree, and special ornaments. As usual, 
throughout the month we will be taking orders 
for poinsettias (see page 5) to further enhance our 
worship experience by bringing beautiful holiday 
color to the sanctuary. Plants may be taken home 
after the Christmas Eve or Christmas Day ser-
vices. By the way, I read in the newspaper the 
other day that it is a myth that poinsettias are poi-
sonous to pets and children. So decorate lavishly! 
And as always, please remember those less fortu-
nate by bringing to church your gifts of nonper-
ishable food for So Others Might Eat. Let’s fill 
the baskets and the tub in the basement so that 
we can deliver the goods before Christmas.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Linda Schierow 
 

Annual Meeting 
Sunday,  

January 22, 2017  
following worship. 
A quorum is needed. 

Come and be counted. 
Lunch will be served. 

Don’t forget to turn your clocks 
back on Sunday,  

November 6 at 2am! 

Continued from page 3 

November is  
Stewardship Month  

at PCC! 
 

Watch for details 
soon from our 
Stewardship 
Committee. 
Prayerfully  

consider your  
support for 2017! 
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Christmas Poinsettias 
As is our tradition at Christmas, the sanctuary will be decorated with  
poinsettias. If you would like to donate a plant, please complete the form 
below and bring or mail it, with your check, to the church office (5200  
Cathedral Ave, NW, Washington, DC 20016) no later than December 11.  
 
 
I/We wish to place an order for ________ poinsettia(s). 
 
 
In memory of 
______________________________________________________ 
 
In honor of 
________________________________________________________ 
 
In celebration of Christmas ________________ 
 
 
Your name as you wish it to appear in the worship bulletin 
 
____________________________________________________________ 

 
HOLIDAY OUTREACH 

 
Beginning Sunday, November 27  

and continuing through Advent we will 
be collecting toiletries for clients of 
S.O.M.E. and Friendship House. 

 
A special box will be in the Narthex to  

collect soap, deodorant, toothpaste, 
toothbrush, floss, lip balm, disposable 
razors and shaving cream, shampoo, 

and conditioner. 
 

In December, our mission speaker will 
be Harper Denhard, who is raising 

money for the purchase for four  
computers to be used by students in  

her classroom at Sargent Shriver  
Elementary school.  

 

Prescriptions from the Great Physician: 
Healing Stories of  the Bible 

A Storytelling Performance by Rev. Beth McKinney 
Member of the Network of Biblical Storytellers 

 

Sunday, November 13 at 7pm 
 

We live in a broken world. We are all broken.  
The scriptures offer us a vision of a world where our bro-
kenness is mended through grace, mercy and healing. You 
are invited to experience stories of healing in a new way. 
This free, one-hour performance is open to the public.  

Rev. McKinney has been a public health dental hygienist for 
30 years. She is particularly interested in the stories of the 

Bible and their power to heal. She is currently in a program 
to become a certified Biblical storyteller.  

The price for each 
plant is $12. 
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1923-2016: 
93 Years of  Ministry  

to the Palisades 
On October 16 we observed our 93rd 
Anniversary with a special service and 
happy fellowship hour. It’s hard to be-
lieve, but we’re almost as old as the wait 
Chicago fans have endured to see their 
Cubs win the World Series again (108 
years)! 
     Though she could not attend the anniversary, veteran 
member Caroline Pierce wants to take us all down memory 
lane with the following recollections: 
 
“To the Palisades Church and all the people—young and 
old. My family and I want to thank you for helping us have 
a wonderful life. We all learned how to get along with peo-
ple and work for a common goal. We all worked hard for 
spaghetti dinners, Schoolmen and PDK dinners, and Ham 
and Oyster dinners. It was hard work but what fun we had 
and the friends we made. The ABC sales, craft shows, ba-
zaars, rummage sales were challenging but the people we 
met and the laughs we had were worth it. It was not all 
work—we got together for bowling, picnics, family camp, 
baseball games. What wonderful memories we have. Our 
kids grew up knowing all ages of people and were able to 
get along with them. The kids are trying to take some of the 
pleasures to the new churches they go to. We all feel so sor-
ry for all the folks that say they don’t have time to work for 
the church. They don’t know what pleasures and memories 
they are missing. The style shows and plays we put on are 
still talked about. The classes in painting, cooking and exer-

cise are often remembered—I don’t know if they really 
helped us but it was fun. 
   The XYZ’s has so much fun I could hardly wait to get old 
enough to join them. Cleaning the church grounds and the 
kitchen were hard work but we enjoyed it and would sign 
up for the next time.  
     The choir was always having a birthday party and always 
having fun singing. 
     It was a wonderful church where every one has a part in 
running the church, not just a few. It is a community church 
and every one works to make a go of it. Each one wants to 
make his job the best but make it all work together.  
     My family thanks you for the years of learning, praying, 
working and celebrating weddings, birthdays, anniversaries, 
family get-togethers and having fun      
     Our family was the envy of friends and neighbors, be-
cause we went to such a wonderful church. You were not 
too young to participate or too old to work. 

Top: The young and young at heart on our anniversary. 
Above: Roland and Waunetta Stottlemyer and Thelma and  
Chester Gray prove that an anniversary is also a reunion! 
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“Rally Day” September 11 
The fall program season “kicked off” 
in early September with our annual 
“Rally Day” in worship and fellow-
ship. 
     Sunday school commenced again 
with teacher Tricia Lathan, though 
sadly for us Trish has now returned 
home permanently to native England. 
     But happily for us, Harper 
Denhard is filling Trish’s big shoes as 
our new Sunday School teacher! 
The photos show some of the fun on 
“Rally Day”. 

Successful Blood Drive! 
 

O ctober was Heart Healthy 
month in the Palisades and on 

Saturday, October 22 the Palisades 
community responded to our call for 
blood donors. All 20 available dona-
tion slots were filled and with walk-
ins, 22 units of blood were collected. 
Thanks go out to Rev. Jeff for open-
ing the church to the Red Cross staff 
and to Lee Wilson, Sylvia Becker and 
Linda Schierow for assisting with the 
hosting and cleaning up duties.  

Well Received CPR 
Class 

S aturday, October 29 we hosted a 
CPR class open to the Palisades 

community. Several adults were 
trained in the most current 
methods of CPR and AED 
usage. This effort was in 
response to our own  
Dylan Mehri’s life saving 
effort over the summer. 
Dylan’s CPR skills saved 
the life of a fellow theater 
goer at Folgers Theater. 

Hurricane Response: 
One Great Hour of  
Sharing  

A fter Hurricane Matthew, Pastor 
Jeff and the congregation  

 responded with a special  
                  collection as part of One  
                    Great Hour of Sharing.  
                      A check for $475 was  
                      sent for hurricane relief  
                      in Haiti and the south- 
                    east U.S., and we have  
               already received a thank you. 

Right: Tricia Lathan puts face paint on 
Ralphie as Christian and Jessie supervise. 
Below: Simon, Ralphie, Chrisitan, Alex, 
Vince, Jessie and Emma sing “B-I-B-L-E”. 
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The Palisades Community Church 
5200 Cathedral Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20016-2665 

Rev. Jeffrey Stinehelfer, Senior Pastor      
Rev. Beth McKinney, Assistant Pastor      
Polly Johnson,  Administrator 
202.966.7929, paliscomch@verizon.net www.thepalisadeschurch.org 

On the Church Calendar 
 

Saturday, November 5, 10a-2p—Friendship Place Friend-
ship Walk on the Mall. Register today at friendshipwalks.org;  

11a—ICCC banquet at Park Road Community Church. See 
Linda Schierow for tickets. 

Sunday, November 6—Communion Sunday DAYLIGHT 
SAVINGS TIME ENDS! 

Sunday, November 13—Mission and Stewardship Sunday;  

7p— “Prescriptions from the Great Physician: Healing Sto-
ries of the Bible”. A storytelling performance by Rev. Beth 
McKinney. (see page 5 for more info) 

Saturday, November 19, 5-9p—Feijoada Fundraiser. Host-
ed by Templo Guaracy Das Tradicoes. (Feijoada is the na-
tional dish of Brazil) Tickets are $20 in advance or $25 at the 
door. Children 12 and under are free. 

Sunday, November 20—Council meeting immediately  
following fellowship. 

Sunday, December 11—Mission Sunday featuring Harper 
Denhard. Council meeting immediately following fellowship. 

 

Christmas Concert by  
The DuPont Brass! 
 

 

 

 

 

Sunday, December 4, 2016 

7-8 pm 

Get in the Christmas spirit with this 
eclectic brass ensemble who will  

entertain us with holiday favorites! 

Bring all the elves and reindeer you know! 

Tickets ($15 for adults; $5 for children under 12 and 
$30 max per family) are available at the door. 


