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Jeff ’s Journal 
 

R emodeling a home is often a 
lengthy, complicated process. It 

involves imagination, focus, re-
sources, and perseverance. 
     “Imagination” is the starting point.  
The homeowners—while remember-
ing that they are, after all, only tempo-
rary stewards of what they have inher-
ited— have likely tossed around ideas 
and contemplated possibilities for 
years before becoming motivated to 
move forward, from talking about the 
project to actually initiating it. 
     “Focus” is the next step, one 
which wakes the homeowners from 
dreaming about the possibility to pre-
paring for the reality. Rough plans are 
sketched out, potential contractors 
are interviewed, an architect creates a 
drawing of the project’s scope and 
details, the selection is made of the 
lead contractor, a contract is signed, 
surveys of the land and the dwelling 
are acquired, and permits are obtained 
from appropriate municipal authori-
ties.  Only after such focus can work 
on the project commence. 
     “Resources” must be in place, of 
course, to underwrite the project, 
from the beginning and through every 
stage of development. The contract 
must be honored. Invoices must be 
paid. Obligations must be met. Per-
haps additional resources will be 
needed, if the project exceeds original 
estimates. 
     “Perseverance” describes the es-
sential attitude for any homeowners 
who wish to successfully undertake a 
significant remodeling project.  Inevi-

Continued on page 2 

Alice Lloyd Choir 

P CC has been connected since the 
late 1950’s with Alice Lloyd Col-

lege in Appalachia, where all students 
are on work/study programs. Periodi-
cally the college’s choir visits DC, and 
performs a concert for us free of 
charge. In return, we are asked to host 
students in our homes overnight. The 
concert will be held on Friday May 19 
at 8pm. We need volunteers to help 
prepare and serve the choir’s dinner 
(4:00). After the concert, please con-
sider taking one or more students 
home with you. We need to house as 

many people as possible. You respon-
sibility would be to provide bed and a 
light breakfast, bringing your guest(s) 
back to the church by 9am on Satur-
day morning for their tour of DC that 
day. 
     See page 7 for concert flyer. 

“Day of  Service” Remembers Virginia Tech 
It was April 16, 2007, when the campus of Virginia Tech University was thrown 
into chaos by unpredictable violence, including the tragic loss of life. Charlie Weil 
and Leigh McCue (center) were then associated with VT, and inspired PCC to 
hold a “Day of Service” on April 15, when a commemorative brick was installed in 
the Eternity Garden patio. Maggie Cissel, Bill Wilson, Jeff Stinehelfer, Leigh, Beth 
McKinney, Linda Schierow, Sylvia Becker (left to right) and Jane Leggett beauti-
fied our property for the next day’s Easter service.  

P
H

O
T

O
 B

Y
 L

E
E

 W
IL

S
O

N
 



May/June 2017 

 

2 

 

(worship begins at 10:00 in the Sanctuary;  
fellowship follows in Memorial Hall) 

 
May 7 Fourth Sunday of Easter:  Holy Communion,  
 Benevolence Offering 
 Jeff preaching:  “The Case for Men” (revisited) 
 
May 14 Fifth Sunday of Easter: Mother’s Day, Mission Offering 
 Presentation by the Sunday School for Mother’s Day 
 Jeff preaching:  “The Case for Women” (revisited) 
 

Friday, May 19,7:00 pm: “Voices of Appalachia”,  
Alice Lloyd College 

 
May 21 Sixth Sunday of Easter:  Reception of new members 
 Jeff preaching:  “The Lord Added to Their Number” 
 
May 28 Seventh Sunday of Easter:  Ascension Sunday   
 Beth preaching: “Copernicus and the Three Story Universe” 
 (Memorial Day holiday weekend) 
  
June 4 Pentecost Sunday: Holy Communion, Benevolence Offering 
 Graduation Celebration for Beau Johnson and Lilah Mehri 
 Jeff preaching:  “The Case for Kids” (revisited) 
 
June 11 First Sunday after Pentecost: Trinity Sunday, Mission Offering 
 Final choir and Sunday School of the program year 
 Jeff preaching:  “In Praise of God, Doors, and Floors” 
 
June 18 Second Sunday after Pentecost: Father’s Day and  
 Feast of  St. Barnabas 
 Beth preaching: “Fathers, Followers and the Faithful” 
 (Jeff preaching at 50th  Class Reunion, Heidelberg University, 
 Ohio) 
 
June 25 Third Sunday after Pentecost 
 Service for a “Time of Passage and Farewell”  
 (PCC and Rev. Jeff Stinehelfer) 
 Beth preaching, special music, celebration following worship 
 
July 2 Fourth Sunday after Pentecost: NO WORSHIP AT PCC  
 (Independence Day holiday weekend) 
 

Summer schedule begins July 9, continuing through Sept. 3. 
Fellowship and refreshments at 9:30 in the Eternity Garden. 

Informal worship at 10:00 in the sanctuary. 

Worship at The Palisades Community Church 
May and June 2017 tably, problems will arise, and adjustments will 

have to be made accordingly. The contracting 
parties may need to adapt to unforeseen chal-
lenges. 
     In the end, the satisfaction of the project is 
dependent upon the accountability of the lead 
contractor, the skills of the laborers, and the 
faithfulness of the dreamers. 
     I am privileged to have served PCC, as your 
“extended” interim minister, for five of your 
nearly 94 years in the Palisades. You even saw fit 
to honor me with the title “Senior Pastor”, and I 
pray that I have not too measurably failed your 
expectations. We have celebrated together the 
89th, 90th, 91st, 92nd, and 93rd anniversaries of the 
congregation. In a time when the norms of insti-
tutional religion and faith traditions are experi-
encing enormous change, we have pretty much 
held our own these past five years. And, I be-
lieve, we have re-positioned ourselves as a wel-
coming, caring, contributing presence in the Pali-
sades community. 
     It strikes me now, though, that the Palisades 
Community Church is, by decision of the Church 
Council, embarking upon a “remodeling pro-
ject”.  Ideas have been tossed around. Possibili-
ties have been contemplated.  A survey has been 
done. The project’s scope and details are emerg-
ing. Authorities are obtaining permissions. The 
available resources are being evaluated. A lead 
contractor will be engaged. Skilled laborers will 
be needed. The parties involved may need to 
adapt to unforeseen challenges. 
     In our Christian context, there is this spiritual 
wisdom to guide the remodeling project: “The 
gifts (Christ) gave were that some would be apos-
tles, some prophets, some evangelists, some pas-
tors and teachers, to equip the saints for the 
work of ministry, for building up the body of 
Christ…joined and knit together…(promoting) 
the body’s growth in building itself up in 
love.” (Ephesians 4:11-12, 16) 
     Remodeling is often a lengthy, complicated 
process.  It involves imagination, focus, re-
sources, and perseverance.  
     In the end, the satisfaction of the project is 
dependent upon the accountability of the lead 
contractor, the skills of the laborers, and the 
faithfulness of the dreamers—who are, after all, 
only temporary stewards of what they have in-
herited. 

Jeff’s Journal  Continued from page 1 
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Farewell for Rev. Stinehelfer  
on Sunday, June 25 
 

T wo years ago, the church held a winter re-
treat in Memorial Hall to discuss the future 

of The Palisades Community Church. We identi-
fied many challenges and chose four overall goals 
for church growth and vitality. In follow-up 
meetings we initiated and later completed many 
activities aimed at achieving those goals. As I 
have reported to you in Beacon articles, in annual 
meetings, and casual conversations, we have 
made significant progress toward all four goals.  
Progress required some bold decisions and ac-
tions, as well as numerous small changes and 
tasks. Thank you to the Church Council mem-
bers and many others for all they did. 
     Pastor Jeff Stinehelfer was important to us at 
every step of the way. His calm, professional de-
meanor and experience helped to steady the 
church, to restore some of our historic traditions, 
to establish some new ones, and to rededicate 
ourselves to our mission. Thank you, Pastor 
Stinehelfer, for your skill, your leadership, and 
your dedication and love.  
     We are pleased that the church now has re-
covered to a point where we are poised to grow, 
ready to leap ahead.  For almost 5 years now, our 
Senior Pastor has done the job he was hired to 
do:  to bring us out of the wilderness and to help 
us find our path forward.  
     To reach the next level of accomplishment, 
the Church Council prayerfully considered alter-
native paths forward and finally decided that it is 
time to seek new leadership as we enter what we 
hope will be a phase of church growth.  We have 
already begun the search for a new minister, and 
are inviting you to have input to that process, 
with the aim of hiring this fall in time for the 
new school year.   
     In the meantime, we will continue to rely on 
Reverend Stinehelfer to plan and lead worship, 
and you may continue to rely on him to provide 
pastoral care. We hope that his faithful, steady 
hand will keep our church on its current produc-
tive path right up until he leaves us at the end of 
July. He has pledged to work with us to achieve a 
smooth transition to new leadership, for which 
we are grateful.   
     Please pray for our wonderful church, the 
Council, and Pastor Stinehelfer as we enter this 
new phase. And let us joyfully celebrate together 
on June 25! 

—Linda Schierow, Church Council Chair 

The Rhodes 
Tavern 

Troubadours 
in Concert 

Saturday, June 3, 2017 
Doors open at 7:30; Music begins at 8 

 
Tickets available at the door. $10 for adults; $5 
for children 12 and under; $30 max per family 

Bring your friends and neighbors! 

Local musicians, Mark Noone (bass guitar), Jake Flack (guitar), 

Jack O’Dell (drums) and Arif Durrani (Keys) make up The 

Rhodes Tavern Troubadours. RTT is dedicated to propagating 

the DC pop/rock sound that was dominating the  

Washington area scene in the 70’s, 80’s & 90’s.  

“These guys can whip through a Ray Price tune, a Chuck Berry  

number, a stompin’ soul number or a pure-pop-for-now-people  

original gem in the same set without grinding any gears” 
- The Washington Post    

The Rhodes 
Tavern 

Troubadours 
in Concert 
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Report of  the Council Chairperson 
 

A s the end of the school year and summer approach, 
The Palisades Community Church Council has some 

exciting plans to usher in the season. So, before you all de-
part for the beach or mountains, join us for some music and 
worship. Let’s keep up our attendance as we search for new 
leadership.   
     On May 13, members of the regional ICCC 
(International Council of Community Churches) will cele-
brate our diversity through fellowship as we strive for mutu-
al understanding and communion. Through drama, song, 
dance, worship, and a meal, we pursue these goals on Com-
munity Day each spring. This year, the late morning worship 
service in our sanctuary will feature biblical storytelling, fol-
lowed by a luncheon in Memorial Hall. Please join us, and 
get to know some fellow Christians from churches in Balti-
more, Seneca, and other neighborhoods in D.C.  Let Beth 
know if you are available to help host. 
     On May 14, Mothers’ Day will be celebrated during the 
worship, including a presentation by the children. 
      On Friday, May 19, The Alice Lloyd College choir 
known as the Voices of Appalachia will be performing at 
our church at 7:00 p.m. They have performed for us before 
with joy and energy. For more about the choir and samples 
of their music, go to their internet site at http://
www.alc.edu/alumni/the-voices-of-appalachia/. Please join 
the fun and bring your friends and families!  The concert is 
free, but a donation would help defray their expenses. Be-
fore the concert, around 4:30 p.m. they need a meal, so we 
could use some help feeding them and cleaning up after-
wards. After the concert, they will need lodging for the 
night. Do you have a spare room, bed, couch, or floor 
space? Please call the church office (202) 966-7929 if you 
can help out.  We need lots of beds for 40 plus singers! 
     Sylvia Becker has arranged for a roots rock band, the 

Rhodes Tavern Troubadours, to play at church on the even-
ing of Saturday, June 3. Please enjoy this special opportuni-
ty to bring your family and friends to our little church! For a 
taste of their music, go to https://www.cdbaby.com/cd/
rttroubadours.  
     Celebrating Rev. Stinehelfer:  As you know, our senior 
pastor, Reverend Jeff Stinehelfer, will be leaving us at the 
end of July. However, because many of you are gone during 
the summer, we are planning a farewell service and lunch-
eon on Sunday, June 25. Pastor McKinney will be preach-
ing, special music will feature Harper Denhard and Sandy 
Choi, and the meal will be provided by our Brazilian church 
tenants led by Margarita Lopez. Please save the date to help 
send off our senior pastor with honor and joy.  We will be 
asking you to RSVP so that we know how many meals to 
prepare. 
     Annual Conference of the International Council of 
Community Churches:  The annual conference for laity 
and clergy of all churches that are members of ICCC will be 
held July 17-20 just outside of Philadelphia at Cherry Hill, 
NJ.  The keynote speaker will be Rev. Dr. Tony Campolo, 
professor emeritus of sociology at Eastern University, a for-
mer faculty member at the University of Pennsylvania, and 
the founder and president of the Evangelical Association 
for the Promotion of Education. He is one of the founders 
of the “Red Letter Christian” movement and blogs regularly 
at their website, RedLetterChristians.org, and can also be 
found on both Facebook and Twitter.  Let the church office 
know if you are interested in attending this uplifting celebra-
tion of social justice and Christian unity.  
     On a personal note, I will be absent from church for 
most of May due to hip replacement surgery. But I will be 
available by phone at 703-341-6003 or computer at 
lschierow@gmail.com. 

—Linda Schierow, Church Council Chair 
 
 

Reception of  New Members 
 

L eigh McCue, Charlie Weil and daughter Remy have 
been worshipping regularly with us for the past year, 

and have expressed their desire to formalize relationship to 
The Palisades Community Church! Leigh and Charlie will 
be received as new members on Sunday, May 21. They al-
ready actively contribute to the congregation’s life. Remy 
always brings one of her many stuffed animals to Sunday 
School. Leigh and Charlie, both formerly associated with 
Virginia Tech University, helped organize an Easter week-
end “Day of Service” at PCC to commemorate the 10th 
anniversary of the tragedy on VT’s campus. Welcome  
Remy, Leigh, and Charlie! See page 1. 
 
In the photo to the right, Remy is happily hugging mom and dad.  F
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 ICCC Community Day   
Saturday May 13, 2017  

P CC is hosting the annual Com-
munity Day for local ICCC 

churches on May 13 (10-2pm). The 
theme is “Coming Together in Jesus” 
and we will welcome Dr. Tracy Ra-
dosevic, Dean of the Academy for 
Biblical Storytelling who will be per-
forming stories related to that theme.  
There will also be lunch, workshops 
for children and adults, and a mission 
project to provide 50 backpacks filled 
with school supplies for children of 
street schools in Haiti, where the Net-
work of Biblical Storytellers will be 
going on a mission trip later this year. 
They will deliver our backpacks to the 
children. There are 9 local ICCC 
churches in our region. Please come 
out to meet and greet everyone and 
bring your donations of school sup-
plies. See next column! 

—Rev. Beth McKinney 
 

ICCC Annual  
Conference July 17-20  
in Cherry Hill, NJ 

T he annual conference of the In-
ternational Council of Commu-

nity Churches is being held this year in 
nearby Cherry Hill, NJ. The confer-
ence features renowned author and 
preacher, Tony Campolo. The theme 
is “Living Faith in a World of 
Change”. There will be workshops, 
worship, a choir, mission events, din-
ners, and focused youth programs. A 
bus tour to Philadelphia is the recrea-
tional highlight of the conference.  
The church has registration materials, 
or you can visit the ICCC’s website at 
ICCCnow.org. Rev. Stinehelfer will be 
attending for our church, but we are 
still in need of a lay delegate. The 
church can help with some of the 
cost. Please consider this opportunity 
to serve. Annual conference is fun, 
relaxing, and inspiring. 

—Rev. Beth McKinney 

International Council of Community Churches 

 Region B Area 1 

Community 
Day 2017 

 
“Coming Together in Jesus” 

A day of Biblical storytelling featuring 
Dr. Tracy Radosevic,  

Dean of the Academy for Biblical Storytelling 
 

Saturday, May 13, 2017   
10am to 2pm 

 
LUNCH IS PROVIDED 

 
The program and lunch are sponsored by Region B, Area 1 of the ICCC 

and are free of charge to members and guests. 
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Holy Week at PCC 

Palm Sunday 

Maundy Thursday Good Friday 

Easter Sunday 

The chancel choir and the kids 
led our annual “Palm Sunday 
Parade” into the sanctuary. 
(right) 

On Maundy Thursday we experienced traditional foot wash-
ing and Holy Communion. On Good Friday, the sanctuary 
was open for individual meditation. Guest musicians helped 
our Easter celebration (1), followed by our annual Easter Tea 
(2) and Egg Hunt (3), enjoyed by Christian, Alex, Ralphie, 
Remy and Jessie and other children.  

1 

2 

3 

Holy Week at PCC 
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Looking Ahead at Summer Worship 
 

T raditionally, summer worship at PCC is an informal 
time to gather as a community with each other and 

God. From July 9 to September 3 we meet prior to worship 
in the Eternity Garden for lite refreshments at 9:30, fol-
lowed by an abbreviated worship service at 10am. This sum-
mer you will hear more piano, less organ and less special 
music. The services are more interactive with focus on Bible 
lessons. Although the Bible does not have the same empha-
sis for our congregation as it does in a conservative evangel-
ical church, it still forms the basis for understanding our 
faith. The more we explore it, the more articulate our faith 
practices become. If you say you are a Christian, it’s good to 
be familiar with the contents of your Bible! To that end, the 

Alice Lloyd College, Pippa Passes, KY 

Voices of Appalachia 
In Concert 

Friday, May 19 at 7pm 
Enjoy an evening of  sacred choral music, blues and jazz gospel, and shaped-

note acapella from sacred harp and southern harmony.  This event is free 
and open to the public. A free-will offering will be taken. 

schedule for July and August is as follows. When you are in 
town, come to church with your PCC friends: 
 
July 9   Rev. Stinehelfer’s favorite Old Testament passage 
July 16   Rev. McKinney: Bible?  Or Not? 
July 23   Rev. McKinney: Lesser Known Bible Characters  
July 30   Rev Stinehelfer’s favorite New Testament passage 
August 6  Rev. McKinney: The Bible before the Year 100 
August 13  Rev. McKinney: The Bible between 100 and 
1661 
August 20  Rev. McKinney: The Bible after 1661 
August 27  Rev. McKinney: Bible Jeopardy 
September 3  Rev. McKinney: Favorite Verses from the 
Bible 

—Beth McKinney 
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The Palisades Community Church 
5200 Cathedral Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20016-2665 

Rev. Jeffrey Stinehelfer, Senior Pastor      
Rev. Beth McKinney, Assistant Pastor      
Polly Johnson,  Administrator 
202.966.7929, paliscomch@verizon.net www.thepalisadeschurch.org 

On the Church Calendar 
 

Saturday, May 13, 10am-2pm—ICCC Region B, Area 1 
Community Day 2017 “Coming Together in Jesus”. Enjoy 
Biblical storytelling featuring Dr. Tracy Radosevic. Lunch 
provided. Bring school supplies for the mission project.  
See page 5. 

Sunday, May 14—Mother’s Day 

Friday, May 19, 7pm—“Voices of Appalachia” in concert 
from Alice Lloyd College, Pippa Passes, KY. See pages 1 & 7 

Sunday, May 21, 10am—Reception of new members. 
Council meeting immediately following fellowship. 

Saturday, June 3 8pm—Rhodes Tavern Troubadours  
concert. See page 3.   

Sunday, June 4, 10am—Graduation Sunday 

Sunday, June 18—Father’s Day 

Sunday, June 25, 10am—Farewell service for Rev.  
Stinehelfer, featuring special music. Reception following.  

Sunday, July 2—NO WORSHIP AT PCC.  
Enjoy a happy—and safe—4th of July weekend! 

Resources for Seniors 
  
Palisades Village: The goal is to assist members to remain 
in their homes and to promote neighbors helping neighbors. 
There are membership dues. Call 202-244-3310. 
Iona Senior Services: Iona is the principal organization in 
northwest DC with substantial services for seniors, and 
those who care for and about them Go to iona.org or call 
202-989-9448. 
Sibley Senior Association: Provides assistance on how to 
stay healthy, active, independent and informed. There is a 
membership fee which comes with discounts on parking 
and other activities. Call 202-364-7602. 
DC Office of Aging (DCOA): Offers many programs 
geared to the senior population. Call 202-724-5622. 
Jewish Council for the Aging (JCA) of Greater Wash-
ington: The JCA provides expertise in aging and intergener-
ational connections. JCA helps older adults to maintain  
independence, dignity and vitality. Call 301-255-4200. 
Catholic Charities: Catholic Charities offers a number of 
programs geared toward lower income individuals.  
Call 202-772-4300. 


