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Jeff ’s Journal 
      

P rimary elections in Washington, 
DC, will be held on March 12 

(Republicans) and June 14 
(Democrats).  The Virginia primary is 
on March 1, while the Maryland pri-
mary is April 26.  I look forward to 
the time when campaign coverage 
does not dominate the media, though 
that is still a distant dream. 
     But the fact that you and I will 
soon have the opportunity to exercise 
our voting privilege leads me, as a 
person of faith, to reflect upon the 
subject of “religion and politics”, es-
pecially since it has been a subtext in 
the current race to the White House.   
      We should remember that anti-
Catholic sentiment may have decided 
the American vote when Al Smith 
lost to Herbert Hoover in 1928.  
Smith was the first Catholic nominee 
for President, and many people were 
worried that, if elected, he would an-
swer to the Pope. Three decades later, 
John F. Kennedy had to address the 
same concern. 
     My, how history evolves!  Now we 
have one of the leading candidates 
sparring openly with the Pope! 
     The declared Republican and 
Democratic candidates claim connec-
tion to a variety of faith expressions: 
Seventh Day Adventist, Southern 
Baptist, United Methodist, Presbyteri-
an, Mormon, Anglican, Roman Cath-
olic, and Judaism. Some of these stat-
ed affiliations seem more serious than 
others. Two presidential aspirants 
have been honest enough to 

 

 
Continued on page 2 

Sharon Stanley to Preach on February 28 

Beau Johnson, PCC Confirmand, Visits Russia 

D uring the Christmas 
break of my Junior year 

at St. John’s College High 
School, my family went to Rus-
sia. My dad has a cousin who 
has lived there for 20 years and 
who speaks Russian. It was a 
great trip. We stayed the first 
few days at Uncle Bob’s dacha 
(which is a Russian word for a 
house or cottage usually used 
as a vacation home). Uncle 
Bob put on a great American 
Christmas for us, with a 10- 
foot tall tree. I learned that 
Russians celebrate Christmas 
on January 7, not December 
25. We had a delicious turkey 
dinner and Russian vodka.  
     Strangely, there was very 
little snow during our visit.  
We had hoped to go snow-
mobiling across the frozen Continued on page 4 

Sharon is Director of Refugee and Immigration Ministries 
for the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ). She works 
to mobilize congregations around the country to offer hos-
pitality to immigrants, provide resettlement assistance to 
refugees, seek justice for farm workers, and engage in  
advocacy on behalf of refugees and immigrants. Sharon 
served for 19 years as the Founder and Executive Director 
of Fresno Interdenominational Refugee Ministries, which 
provides holistic ministries to thousands of refugees annu-
ally in California’s Central Valley. 
     She holds a doctor of ministry degree from Columbia 
Theological Seminary, earned a Masters of Divinity degree 

from San Francisco Theological Seminar, and has studied in Indonesia and  
China. With Rev. Sharon Stanley’s insights and experience, our church continues 
to consider the possibility of support and/or resettlement of refugees. 

Beau and family at St. Basil’s cathedral in Moscow. 
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acknowledge that the practice of religion is not a 
major part of their lives. One is the first ever 
Jewish candidate, and the other is a candidate 
who recently suspended her campaign. 
      To ask “Does the credibility of religious affil-
iation matter to you as a voter?” is a fair ques-
tion. I was once Vice President of the Faith and 
Politics Institute on Capitol Hill, and despite its 
name, its mission statement is rather generic:  
“(FPI) cultivates mutual respect, moral reflection, 
increased understanding, and honest conversa-
tion among political leaders to advance produc-
tive discourse and constructive collaboration.”     
      Might we agree that politics in our nation 
would benefit from a little more of that? 
      The rhetoric on religion in the current cam-
paigns inspired me to review a definitive speech 
on “religion and politics”, given in 2006 by then 
Senator Barack Obama. As a staff member of 
Call to Renewal/Sojourners, the host organiza-
tions, I was present that day at National City 
Christian Church. A pertinent excerpt: 

     “When we ignore the debate about what it 
means to be a good Christian or Muslim or Jew; 
when we discuss religion only in the negative sense 
of where or how it should not be practiced, rather 
than in the positive sense of what it tells us about 
our obligations to one another…others will fill the 
vacuum, those with the most insular views of 
faith, or those who cynically use religion to justify 
partisan ends…If we scrub language of all reli-
gious content, we forfeit the imagery and terminol-
ogy through which millions of Americans under-
stand both their personal morality and social 
justice…After all, the problems of poverty and 
racism, the uninsured and unemployed, are not 
simply technical problems in search of the perfect 
ten point plan. They are rooted in both societal 
indifference and individual callousness—in the 
imperfections of man. Solving these problems will 
require changes in government policy, but it will 
also require changes in hearts and change in 
minds.”  

     Might we agree that politics in our nation 
would benefit from a little more of that? 

Jeff’s Journal continued from  page 1 

Mar 6 Fourth Sunday in Lent:  Holy Communion 
 Rev. Stinehelfer preaching:  
 “Lent: The Fate of the Fatted Calf” 
 Lectionary:  Psalm 32; Luke 15:1-3, 11-32; II Cor. 5:16-21 
       
Mar 13 Fifth Sunday in Lent:  Mission Sunday 
 Rev. Stinehelfer preaching: “Lent: Judas Revealed” 
 Lectionary:  Psalm 126; John 12:1-8; Phil 3:4b-14 
 (Daylight Saving Time begins) 
         
Mar 20 Sixth Sunday in Lent:  Palm Sunday “Parade”! 
 Rev. Stinehelfer preaching:  
 “Where Do You Think You’re Going” 
 Lectionary:  Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29; Luke 19:28-40 
 
Mar 24 Maundy Thursday: Holy Communion 
(7:30) Lectionary: Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19; John 13: 1-17, 31b-35 
 
Mar 25 Good Friday:  The Seven Last Words of Christ 
(12-1pm) Lectionary: Psalm 22; Heb 10:16-25; John 18:1-19,42 
   
Mar 27 Easter Sunday!   
 Special music, with guest singers and instrumentalists 
 Rev. Stinehelfer preaching: “Or…maybe…our story is true!”  
 Lectionary: John 20:1-18; Acts 10:34-43; I Cor 15:19-26  
 Annual “Easter Tea” and Easter Egg Hunt  
    
 Apr 3 Second Sunday of Easter: Holy Communion 
 Rev. Stinehelfer preaching: “Take the Ballgame Out of Me” 
 Lectionary:  Psalm 150; John 20:19-31; Acts 5:27-32;  
 Rev 1:4-8  
 
Apr 10 Third Sunday of Easter: Mission Sunday 
 Rev. Stinehelfer preaching: “Nothing Can Separate Us” 
 Lectionary:  Psalm 30; John 21:1-19; Acts 9:1-20; Rev 5:11-14 
      
Apr 17 Fourth Sunday of Easter: Earth Day is April 22 
 Rev. Stinehelfer preaching: “Mother Earth on Life Support” 
 Lectionary:  Psalm 23; John 10:22-30; Acts 9:36-43;  
 Rev. 7:9-17 
      
Apr 24 Fifth Sunday of Easter: Armenian Martyrs Day 
 Mr. Sam Goekjian preaching 
 Lectionary:  Psalm 148; John 13:31-35; Acts 11:1-18;  
 Rev 21:1-6    
   
 

Religious Observances  
at Palisades Community Church 

(Sunday worship at 11:00 a.m.; fellowship at 12:00 noon) 

Sunday, March 13, 2 am 
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Report of  the Council Chairperson 
 

T he church year (like the month) is off to a roaring start. 
Below are a few highlights from the annual meeting 

and glimpses of future plans.    
      
Accomplishments at the Annual Meeting of the Con-
gregation: The blizzard of January 21 delayed our annual 
business meeting of the congregation this year, forcing us 
into the sanctuary on January 31 in order to accommodate 
the Scouts Pinewood Derby.  That did not deter us as we 
discussed and voted on a number of very important issues 
this year.    
     First, we agreed to renew our incorporation as a non-
profit entity under the laws of the District of Columbia.  
This ensures our local tax-free status 
and allows us to proceed with our 
application for federal nonprofit 501
(c)(3) status, which is not really re-
quired for churches, but is desirable 
for the preschool.   
     Secondly, after a hearty discussion 
about pros and cons of allowing our 
preschool to become an independent 
nonprofit entity, the congregation 
approved the initiative, giving the 
church Council authority to negotiate 
an asset transfer and lease arrange-
ment with a group of parents who 
will incorporate. Rest assured that 
this is not the end of our relationship 
with the preschool. Rather it is a sort 
of graduation to allow the preschool 
to govern its own affairs and to free 
Council members to attend to church 
business.   
     The congregation also agreed to constitutional changes 
which were mostly changes meant to clarify existing lan-
guage or to update descriptions of church programs and 
processes. The most important substantive change was to 
reduce the number needed for a quorum to 10 percent of 
active, voting members as of the most recent annual report, 
but no fewer than 15 members.  Although we hope to grow 
the church, this change will allow us to continue to operate 
and make decisions at our current size.   
     In addition, we conducted the usual church business of 
approving the 2016 budget and the slate of Council Mem-
bers for 2016. Welcome to MaryKay McMahon (at-large 
member) and thanks to Maggie Cissel for coordinating  
Missions and Outreach. Thank you David Berkebile for 
coordinating missions during the past year. 
 
Preschool Update: A working group of the Council con-
tinues to negotiate the details of the agreement with the 

parents’ working group. If you have information or views 
relevant to the process or the outcome, or if you would like 
to participate in discussions, please let us know. Sylvia  
Becker is leading this effort, but Bill Wilson, Jean Schreier, 
and I also are directly involved.   
 
Special Plans: We are making progress on projects ap-
proved at the November meeting of the Church Council to 
further our vision and goals for the church. Pastor Jeff has 
been actively looking for a Sunday School teacher using a 
job description prepared by Julianna Stein. So far, no one 
has applied, but we have more ideas for the search that we 
will pursue. Pastor Jeff also has taken the lead to bring in 
more guest speakers. We are excited to learn about refugee 
assistance on February 28, and to hear from the National 

Council of Churches executive on 
May 15, for the confirmation of 
Beau Johnson and Lilah Mehri.   
     Other events are being planned 
as well. Julianna Stein is working to 
put together a couple of special 
events in partnership with the  
preschool parents as the preschool 
celebrates its 30th year this year!  
Rally Day is looking extra special, 
and a rummage sale may occur in 
November.  
     If you have ideas and are willing 
to put them into action, or just want 
to help out, please let the church 
office know. For example, we could 
use ideas for the 4th of July parade 
this year and help putting together a 

church reunion in October, in connec-
tion with our 93rd anniversary.   
 

International Council of Community Churches: Please 
join us for a Community Day of Service on April 30 at Park 
Road Community Church on 11th and Park Road. Carpools 
will leave from our own church at a time to be announced, 
once the schedule for the day is established. Or come early 
and have brunch at one of the many cafes in the area. We 
will be focusing on the needs of people recently released 
from prison.  Watch the church bulletin for details! 
     The annual international conference for all churches that 
are members of ICCC (a number which has grown by at 
least 7 this year alone) will be held this year July 11-14 in 
Louisville, Kentucky.  Let the church office know if you are 
interested in attending this uplifting celebration of justice 
and Christian unity.  
 
     Respectfully submitted, 
     Linda Schierow 
 
 

Council chair, Linda Schierow and  
Assistant Pastor Beth McKinney addressing the 

congregation at Annual Meeting. 
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News of  ICCC  
(International Council of Community Churches) 
 

T he regional meeting of the ICCC was held Sat Feb 21 at Park 
Road Community Church.  The council minister, Don Ashmall 

spoke to us about what’s going on at the national level and he had a 
lot of good news. 

 Seven new churches in the Ivory Coast are joining and they will 
qualify to have a voting delegate. 

 The main Canadian pastor who has led a group of no more than 6 
churches reports he is going to recruit another so that they too can 
have a voting delegate. 

 A church in Nigeria is requesting a sister church in the U.S. to 
correspond with.  Would PCC be interested in spiritual partnership 
with a church in Africa that is also an ICCC member? 

 The ICCC is down to 4 candidates for the new council minister, 
which they are interviewing personally.  They hope to have someone 
on board in time for the Annual Conference in Louisville, KY in July. 
     Rev. Ashmall commented on the fact that the wealthy baby boom-
ers are now at the point where they are seriously into estate planning.  
Most love the church but don’t leave money to their parish because 
they are never asked. He is offering free estate planning seminars to 
any church that is interested. 
     In addition to this news, we were delighted to welcome a new 
church, People’s Community Church in Northeast to the regional 
meeting. 
     Community Day will be Saturday, April 30 from 2-5pm at Park 
Road Community Church and will feature congregations working with 
Second Chance, an organization that helps people re-enter community 
life after serving prison sentences.  There will be speakers and service 
projects going on that afternoon.  Join us for this mission day. 

Thanksgiving for the Life of  Kathy Darby 

S ome 200 family and friends attended a memorial service for Kathleen Darby on  
February 20 in the sanctuary, followed by a beautiful reception in Memorial Hall. 

Church member and husband, Alan, and their daughter Kelly Lynn Day, lovingly  
transported Kathy’s casket in Alan’s pick-up for the burial in Damascus, MD.  
     Kathy attended St. Jane De Chantal School from kindergarten through 8th grade 
and graduated Walter Johnson High School in 1966. Kathy and Alan would have cel-
ebrated their 36th wedding anniversary on February 16.  
     With her love of the outdoors, Kathy happily joined Alan on many camping and 
other outdoor adventures, including panning for gold in the foothills of the Sierra 
Nevada in California. But it soon became clear that her heart’s treasure lay not in 
gold, but in clay. 
     Kathy was instrumental in establishing the Glen Echo Pottery Gallery, and for 
many years, on most weekends, she demonstrated wheel-thrown pottery, mesmeriz-
ing hundreds of children and adults with the magic of the potter’s wheel. Her formal 
training in ceramics included classes at Glen Echo Pottery, Montgomery College, the 
Penland School of Crafts in North Carolina, and La Meridiana International Ceramics 
Center in Tuscany, Italy. Her blue-glazed tableware, is in the homes of many local collectors.  
     Kathy was one of the leaders of the Glen Echo Park Foundation, which ensured the continuation of the Park as a natural 
and cultural resource, and she remained a member of the Glen Echo Pottery Board of Directors until her death.   

Beau Johnson Continued from page 1.  
Eastra River, but Russia was experiencing an  
unusually warm winter at that point (I heard it 
was quite warm in D.C. too!), so no snow-
mobiling or snowball fights.  
     After recovering from jet-lag we drove to Un-
cle Bob’s apartment in Moscow. He lives on the 
third ring near the Moscow State University. Just 
across the street was a park that is very much like 
Rock Creek Park. We started most adventures 
walking through the park to get to the Metro 
station. On our first day we walked across the 
bridge over the Moscow River to get to a soccer 
stadium that will host the 2018 FIFA World cup.  
    Another highlight of our visit was to see the 
Russian Circus. It was narrated in Russian, but 
the story was pretty easy to follow. There were 
lots of animal acts, but the most memorable was 
the Russian dancing bears. I’ve never seen a bear 
stand on it’s hind legs and dance. It was fantastic.  
     Of course we saw the Kremlin, Red Square 
and lots of churches. We happened to catch the 
changing of the guard, much like in Arlington 
Cemetery. Red Square was beautifully decorated 
for the holidays. There were lots of little stands 
that sold warm crepes, cider, mulled wine and 
Russian crafts, and an outdoor skating rink 
where we skated on our last day in Moscow.   
We also found a Krispy Kreme where we  
enjoyed American doughnuts.     
     We had a great time and I hope to maybe go 
back to watch the world cup in 2018! 
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Easter Flowers 
As is our tradition at Easter, the sanctuary will be 
decorated with flowers. If you would like to donate 
a plant, please complete the form below and bring 
or mail it with your check to the Church Office no 
later than Sunday, March 20. 
 

I/We wish to place an order for plants to beautify the sanctuary on Easter  
Sunday (March 27): 
 
_____  Easter Lilies ($8 each)          _____  Hyacinths ($7 each) 
 
 
In memory of  _____________________________________ 
 
 
In honor of      _____________________________________ 
 
 
In celebration of  Easter  ________ 
 
 
Your name as you wish it to appear in the worship bulletin: 
 
_______________________________________________________________ 

Dr. Celeste Riley is the newest mem-
ber of the Palisades Community 
Church! Her son Peter (9) and Daugh-
ter Charley (6) are in the photo, taken 
on January 31 when Celeste joined our 
church. Maggie Cissel (membership 
coordinator) and Rev. Jeff Stinehelfer 
(Senior Pastor) are pictured with the 
Riley family. 
     Celeste arrived in DC as a student 
at George Washington University in 
1984. Medical school took her to Her-
shey, PA, and she has been on the 
faculty at the University of Southern 
California. Celeste is a Pathologist for 
LabCorp of America, based in north-
ern Virginia. The family resides in 
their newly remodeled home on  
MacArthur Boulevard, near their new 
church. Celeste says: “Many thanks to 
the congregation for welcoming me 
and my family to your loving group.” 

 

Red Cross  
Blood Drive   

22  

people registered to donate 

1  
person was deferred 

2  
people did not complete  

their donations 

19  
pints of blood were collected 

 
Thanks to Linda, Jeff, Lee,  

Liz and Robin Anne 
 

Our next drive is scheduled for  
October 22, 2016. 

Dr. Celeste Riley joins Palisades Community Church 
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Annual Scout Sunday at PCC was observed on February 7. 
We celebrate 83 years in relationship to scouting programs in the Palisades!  

4 

3 

1 

 
1. Emma Lake leading worship. 
2. Beau Johnson reading scripture. 
3. Alex Tamari reading scripture. 
4. The color guard processing with the flags. 
5. The girl scouts, cub scouts, and boy scouts preparing 

to repeat their scout oaths. 
6. During fellowship time, Kyrill Fowler teaches scout 

friends the symbol for “I love you” in sign language.  
Simon Lake is next to Kyrill. 

2 

5 

6 
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1. Katherine Samolyk and Liz Ornelas 
2. Lee Wilson and Max Merriman 
3. Joe Zimmerman and Jane Leggett 
4. Martin Parker, Sylvia Becker and Joe Zimmerman 

at the “soup buffet” 
5. and 6. Church and scout friends in fellowship.  
Proceeds in the amount of $500 were donated to 
S.O.M.E. (So Others Might Eat). 

1 

4 

2 3 

5 

6 

Super “Souper Bowl” Sunday! 
“Souper Sunday” and Scout Sunday occurred this year on the same day, February 7. Soup varieties were graciously  

provided by chefs Linda Schierow, Katherine Samolyk, Jean Schreier, Beth McKinney, Jane Leggett, Sylvia Becker, Juliana 
Stein, Connie Van Mater, Maggie Cissel, Lisa Racioppi, Pat Gerachis, Celeste Riley, and Diane Schaefer. 
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The Palisades Community Church 
5200 Cathedral Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20016-2665 

Rev. Jeffrey Stinehelfer, Senior Pastor      
Rev. Beth McKinney, Assistant Pastor      

Polly Johnson,  Administrator 
Phone: 202.966.7929, email: paliscomch@verizon.net, 

www.thepalisadeschurch.org 

Holy Week at PCC 
 
Sunday, March 20 Palm Sunday. Council meeting 

Thursday, March 24 7:30, Maundy Thursday Communion 
Service 

Friday, March 25 noon, Good Friday service 

Sunday, March 27 Easter Sunday! 

Other dates to note: 

Saturday, April 30 2-5pm, ICCC Community Day of  
Service, “Second Chances” at Park Road Community  
Church to benefit those recently released from prison 

Sunday, May 8 Mother’s Day 

Sunday, May 15 Confirmation service of Beau Johnson and 
Lilah Mehri 

Update on Nepal Relief   

B hawana Khadka, our former Church Administrator, is 
grateful for our generous support for earthquake vic-

tims in her home country, and sent this report:  
     “My parents went to a school named Falateshwor in a 
remote place Sindhupalchowk which was the most earth-
quake hit zone. The school was totally destroyed. After ini-
tial assessment, meeting kids, and distributing, they plan to 
re-build the school. The photo shows temporary shades 
built with bamboo and zinc roof to continue the school. 
The local people are planning to build a concrete building. 
The money provided by PCC will build 2 classrooms and 3 
restrooms.” 


