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Jeff’s Journal 
 

A  rather hotly contested, vitriolic 
campaign for executive leader-

ship of our democracy will soon con-
clude with the Inauguration of the 
45th President of the United States. 
According to the Washington Post’s 
annual “List” summarizing trends that 
characterize the New Year, “Camp 
David” is “out” while “Mar-a-Lago” 
is “in”. 
     Recent surveys reveal that nearly 
50% of us view the year 2016 as one 
of the worst ever, in large part be-
cause of the nature of the campaigns 
and the outcome of the election. Tel-
evision pundits, news editors, profes-
sional analysts, and some of our 
neighbors and relatives all attest that 
America is, indeed, a divided nation. 
     On January 20th, the nation’s capi-
tal is expected to be the scene of a 
grand celebration of a new era not yet 
fully defined. It will likely be a “huge” 
celebration. On January 21st, the na-
tion’s capital is expected to be the 
scene of a grand demonstration of 
time-tested, hard won values. It will 
likely be a “huge” demonstration. 
America is, indeed, a divided nation. 
     All indications are that, in the 
years ahead, forces that are divided 
will necessarily face off, and frequent-
ly over religious issues. Will  Muslim 
immigrants be banned, and Muslim 
Americans be forced to register in a 
data base? Will current legislation ap-
plying to abortion be overturned? 
Will current protection of LGBT 
rights be threatened on the grounds 
of religious liberty? Will a new admin-
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John Bell, Jr., to Inspire 
on MLK Sunday 

P alisades Community Church is 
blessed to welcome John Bell, Jr. to 

our pulpit on January 15, the Sunday on 
which we annually give thanks for the 
public discipleship of Rev. Martin Lu-
ther King, Jr. 
     Incarcerated for more than 15 years, 
Mr. Bell has turned his life around and 
uses his story to help others in need.  
His candid view allows him to reach out 
and coach troubled persons through his 

Save the Date for “Boys Night Out”: March 5! 

T he next program in PCC’s successful community concert series will be pro-
vided by “Boys Night Out”, a trio of fun-loving musicians whose “old-timey 

style” has become increasingly popular at venues in DC, Maryland, and Virginia.  
They have appeared at “Live! On Wilson Plaza”, at the winter festival of the Folk 
Society of Greater Washington, on the “vaudeville” circuit of National Theatre, 
and at senior facilities area-wide. The leader of the group is Roger Williams 
(guitar, vocals), who enjoyed December’s “Dupont Brass” concert as a guest of  

Continued on pg. 6 

Roger Fred Roger Mike 
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Friday, January 6, is the observance of “Epiphany” in the Christian year 
 

Jan 8 First Sunday after Epiphany:  The Baptism of Christ.  
 Holy Communion and Mission Sunday 
 Rev. Stinehelfer preaching: “The Work of Christmas”;  
 Sunday School resumes 
 
Jan 15 Second Sunday after Epiphany:  Martin Luther King Sunday at PCC 
 Guest preacher: Mr. John Bell, motivational speaker. (See page 1) 

 
Monday, January 16, is the Martin Luther King, Jr., federal holiday 

 
Friday, January 20, is the Inauguration of the 45th President of the United States 

 
Jan 22 Third Sunday after Epiphany: Annual Meeting (following worship) 
 Rev. Stinehelfer preaching: “Two Passports”; Chancel Choir resumes 
 
Jan 29 Fourth Sunday after Epiphany 
 Rev. McKinney preaching: “Jesus Is for Losers!” 
 
Feb 5 Fifth Sunday after Epiphany: Holy Communion.  
 Rev. Stinehelfer preaching: “Games and God” 
 “Souper Bowl Sunday”—Annual fundraiser for S.O.M.E. 
 
Feb 12 Sixth Sunday after Epiphany:  Mission Sunday and Scout Sunday 
 Rev. Stinehelfer preaching: “Eagles Soar above the Palisades” 
 
Feb 19 Seventh Sunday after Epiphany 
 Rev. Stinehelfer preaching: “A Christian Is by Nature a Political Creature” 
    

Monday, February 20 is the Presidents’ Day federal holiday 
 

Feb 26 Last Sunday after Epiphany:  The Transfiguration of the Lord 
 Rev. McKinney preaching: “Dystopian Fiction” 

Worship at The Palisades Community Church 
January/February 2017 

D uring the Advent/Christmas season, we 
welcomed Jason Kent West as our In-

terim Organist, following the retirement of 
Simone Fitzgibbon. Jason received a Bachelor 
of Music (Major in Organ, Minor in Voice) 
from Westminster Choir College of Rider 
University, in Princeton, NJ. He has served as 
organist and choirmaster for numerous con-
gregations in metropolitan Washington DC, 
including the National City Christian Church, 
and All Souls Episcopal Church.  He has 
served previous interims at St. Patrick’s Epis-
copal (Washington, DC) and Christ Lutheran 

Church (Bethesda), and his work even took 
him to London for Christmas observances at 
St. Johns, Notting Hill.  
     In his early professional years, Jason was 
Minister of Music at First Presbyterian 
Church, Santa Ana, CA, and  
Associate Musician at Crystal Cathedral, Gar-
den Grove, CA.  The Palisades Community 
Church is already richly blessed by Jason’s 
vast experience, creative ideas, and knowledge 
of the organ and piano as instruments essen-
tial to the worship life of a congregation. 

The Season of  Epiphany 
 

E piphany means “manifestation”. 
On this day (January 6) we cele-

brate the revelation of Christ to the 
Gentiles—that is, to all nations.  Some 
Christian traditions celebrate three 
great epiphanies on this day: the magi’s 
adoration of the Christ child, Jesus’ 
baptism in the Jordan River, and the 
first miracle in which he changes water 
into wine. The word and sacraments 
are for us the great epiphany of God’s 
grace and mercy.  We go forth to wit-
ness to the light that shines brightly in 
our midst. (“Sundays and Seasons”, 
Augsburg Fortress) 
     The “Time after Epiphany” includes 

the week of prayer for Christian unity, 

between January 18 and January 25, an 

observance that traces to Jesus’ petition 

to his disciples that “they may be one 

so that the world may believe” (John 

17:21). Christians of different traditions 

come together to pray for unity. Jesus 

then turns towards Jerusalem, and his 

eventual death. On the “Last Sunday 

after Epiphany” (February 26), Chris-

tians observe the “Transfiguration of 

the Lord”, when Jesus is revealed as the 

beloved Son of God (Matt 17:1-9). 

When Epiphany concludes, the church 

year transitions to the penitential  

season of Lent, and the joy of Easter. 

Jason Kent West, Interim Organist 
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Report From Linda Schierow,  
Council Chairperson 
 

I  cannot believe that already it is 2017 when just a few 
days ago it was Christmas. Worship services during Ad-

vent were festive and well attended. The Christmas Eve 
candlelight service was beautiful, as always, and enhanced 
with music by Sandy Choi, as well as our own Nina 
Schierow and Music Director Connie Van Mater. Dinner at 
Guapos after the service attracted some 14 church members 
and friends.  Christmas Day, which fell on a Sunday this 
year, saw seven stalwart souls present to sing and hear Rev. 
Beth’s thoughts (well worth hearing!) on our Savior’s birth-
day. And now, Happy New Year!   
 
Annual Meeting of the Congregation: Please join us in 
Memorial Hall on January 22 after the worship service for 
the annual business meeting of the congregation. We expect 
the meeting to be brief as there are no big issues to discuss!  
We will spend the meeting mostly celebrating our successes 
during the past year and honoring those of you who made 
them happen. Of course, we will discuss and ask for your 
approval of the proposed 2017 budget and the slate of 
church officers and other Council Members for 2017.   
 
2017 Budget: At the November meeting of the Church 
Council we shaped our 2017 budget proposal to achieve a 
balanced budget (with assistance from the Foundation, if 
necessary) while still planning for expenditures that we hope 
will bring more people in our doors and encourage them to 
return. For example, we set aside funds to continue paying a 
Sunday School teacher (Ms. Denhard). The Council remains 
committed to using Memorial funds in 2017 for facility re-
pairs, including an upgrade to the sound system. Other ide-
as will remain “on the back burner” pending an increase in 
membership and contributions. The overall budget is small-
er than ever, given declining revenue. The Council agreed to 
eliminate all but $5,000 of the organist’s salary, now that 
Simone has retired.  (We still have sufficient dedicated mu-
sic funds to hire organists, singers, and instrumentalists on 
occasion.) Despite our limited means we approved a 5% 
salary increase (the first in nearly 5 years) for the Senior  
Pastor and Music Director. The Council plans to revisit  
personnel issues at its next meeting in February, when we 
will discuss whether we want to fund a full-time senior min-
ister, and how to allocate the remaining resources for the 
music program.  These discussions are informed by reports 
from a Leadership Task Force and a Music Task Force. 
 
Nominations for Church Council: Serving on the Council 
is the best way to be informed about all church activities!  
However, due to lack of volunteers, our nominating com-
mittee has asked almost all of the current Council Members 
to remain in place.  Most have agreed, but not all.  Would 

anyone like to be Coordinator of Finance and Stewardship? 
We will have to vote as a congregation on retaining all offic-
ers and Council Members whose 3-year terms have expired 
who have agreed to continue to serve. Anyone who is inter-
ested in serving or in learning about a position should talk 
to Robin Anne Floyd, Coordinator of Administration.  
Nominees will be listed in the annual report. Please step up! 
 
Holiday Giving: Thanks to all who brought new toiletries 
or food to donate to So Others Might Eat and Friendship 
Place. Thanks to Polly Johnson for distributing the toiletries 
and to Allen Atkinson for delivering the food.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Linda Schierow 

Annual Meeting 
Sunday,  

January 22, 2017  
following worship. 
A quorum is needed! 
Come and participate! 
Lunch will be served. 
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Continued from  page 1 Journal  

E agle scout candidate Patrick Anderson worked at the church to 
complete his required project, rehabbing the railings to the front 

of the sanctuary and those on Hawthorn. He and his team of volun-
teers did a wonderful job sanding down to the base metal and repaint-
ing with primer and final coats. Thank you to Patrick for all his hard 
work! 

Our Church in Mission 
 

A s the year 2016 closed, mission support in the amount of $500 
was sent from the Palisades Community Church to each of the 

following organizations: Friendship Place, Central Union Mission,  
N Street Village, Heifer Project International, and St. Paul’s Nonprofit 
Charitable Organization (SPANCO, in Ghana). A similar contribution 
was made to DonorsChoose.org, for the needs of the students in the 
classroom of our own Harper Denhard. Most of these causes were 
represented by guest speakers on Mission Sundays during the past year. 
     S.O.M.E. (So Others Might Eat) received two donations during the 
year, totally nearly $800, and along with Friendship Place benefitted 
from our material collections of food, toiletries, etc. In addition, earlier 
in 2016, PCC offerings supported the refugee work of the Christian 
Church, Disciples of Christ ($250), the ministry of the National Coun-
cil of Churches of Christ ($200), victims and families affected by the 
Orlando violence ($466), and victims of Hurricane Matthew in Haiti 
and the southeast USA ($1,075 through One Great Hour of Sharing). 
     All of this is in addition to our annual contribution to the Interna-
tional Council of Community Churches ($5,000 in 2016). We are 
among the ten largest contributing congregations of the ICCC. 
     The generosity of PCC members, and many friends, enables God’s 

work locally, regionally, and globally!  Thank you!  

Troop 61 Eagle Scout Beautifies PCC 

istration show favor toward one or the other side 
in the long-standing Israel-Palestine conflict? 
Will the “politically correct” greeting of “Happy 
Holidays” be silenced by a chorus of “Merry 
Christmas”? 
     “Merry Christmas, Merry Hanukah, Happy 
Holidays, and Happy New Year” is the salutation 
in a recent email I received from my friend Am-
jad Chaudhry of Bait-wi-Ralman Masque in Sil-
ver Spring. Amjad quotes the Holy Quran, 6:113: 
“And in like manner, we have made for every 
Prophet an enemy, evil ones from among men 
and Jinn. They suggest to one another gilded 
speech in order to deceive—and if thy Lord had 
enforced His will, they would not have done it; 
so leave them alone with that which they fabri-
cate.” My Muslim friend further pledges: “We are 
not going to respond to oppression and tyranny 
in the same way, rather we are going to counter 
them with the weapons of prayer and persever-
ance…. It is important to progress in righteous-
ness.” 
     Amjad’s plea echoes that of our own Rev. Dr. 
Stephen Butler Murray, Executive Minister of the 
International Council of Community Churches: 
“We must refuse to allow an increasing allergy to 
the other erode our intercultural and beautifully 
multi-chromatic nation. Communities that refute 
splintering are how we will stay strong, how we 
will carry the memory of an imperfect but kinder 
America into the future so that we might rally 
and fight for the rights of all, service for and the 
betterment of those less fortunate, an openness 
to the world that does not fear the other because 
they are other.” 
     Though we are a divided nation—or perhaps 
because we are—let us leave the evil ones alone. 
Let us counter with the weapons of prayer and 
perseverance. Let us progress in righteousness.  
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December 4: A wonderful evening concert by the DuPont Brass was 
enjoyed by nearly 100 PCC members, friends, and neighbors. 

December 18: The Chancel Choir and guest singers presented 
“Christmas Journey: A Musical Meditation” on the fourth Sunday of 
Advent. 

November 20: The choir and congregation  
honored long-time organist Simone Fitzgibbon 
on the occasion of her retirement. 

December 11: Sunday School teacher, Harper 
Denhard and her assistant, Eloise Snedden 
worked with the Sunday school class to present 
the annual Christmas pageant. 

December 11: Joe and Lupe Zimmerman and 
grandkids led the Advent wreath ceremony. 

December 11: Sandy Choi and Heather MacArthur, with Jason West at 
the organ, provided special music on the third Sunday of Advent. 

Festivities of  the Season at The Palisades Community Church 
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The Palisades Community Church 
5200 Cathedral Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20016-2665 

Rev. Jeffrey Stinehelfer, Senior Pastor      
Rev. Beth McKinney, Assistant Pastor      
Polly Johnson,  Administrator 
202.966.7929, paliscomch@verizon.net www.thepalisadeschurch.org 

On the  
Church Calendar 

 
Sunday, January 8—Communion 
Sunday and Mission Sunday. 

Sunday, January 12—John Bell, Jr. 
Guest preacher. 

Sunday, January 22, 11am— 
Annual Meeting immediately follow-
ing worship. Lunch will be served. 

Saturday, January 28, 1pm— 
ICCC area meeting 
Seneca Community Church 

Saturday, February 4, 9am-1pm—
Red Cross Blood Drive. Sign up early 
to donate and help host. (See pg. 4.) 

Sunday, February 5— “Souper  
Bowl” fundraiser for S.O.M.E. 

Sunday, February 12—Scout Sunday 

 

Continued from pg. 1 Boys Night Out 

our own Rick Barton, and then naturally offered “Boys Night Out” as a way to 
continue our mission of outreach to the Palisades community. 
     Roger’s partners are Fred Nelson (mandolin, guitar, vocals), and Mike Ritter 
(bass), who all together treat audiences to a mix of folk, bluegrass, and Irish mu-
sic, and even sea chanteys. The program includes catchy, offbeat numbers that 
invite toe-tapping and singing-along. “Boys Night Out” will invoke memories of 
such legends as Peter Paul and Mary, Joan Baez, Pete Seeger, Bob Dylan, Judy 
Collins, James Taylor, John Denver, and more! 
     So reserve 7:00 on Sunday, March 5 for another evening of musical delight, 
and start promoting the festivities among your Washington friends and Palisades 
neighbors. It’s a great opportunity to introduce people to our church! Admission 
at the door will be modestly priced for individuals ($10), families ($25 max), and 
seniors ($5).  

Continued from pg. 1 John Bell 
actual experience. His personal philosophy is as follows: “The purpose of man, is 
to follow God’s plan. I have overcome a lifestyle that was meant to destroy me. 
My survival gives me the obligation to help others come out of darkness, into the 
light.”  John further believes: “It doesn’t really matter who you used to be.  All 
that matters is who you become.”  
     PCC delegates heard John’s moving testimony last year at Park Road Commu-
nity Church, during a regional meeting of the International Council of Communi-
ty Churches. John eagerly accepted Pastor Jeff’s invitation to preach at PCC. 
There is no more suitable occasion than the Sunday on which we honor the  
legacy of Dr. King, whose life was surely dedicated to “following God’s plan.”   
     Come to worship on January 15, and come to welcome John Bell, Jr.! 


