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Mission Statement 

The Palisades Community Church is dedicated to building Christian community  

amidst diversity of race, lifestyle and belief, through inspiring worship and community service. 

Palisades Community Church 

September 10, 2017 

 

new 
beginnings 

 
 

RALLY DAY! 
ON THE CHURCH CALENDAR 

Sunday, Sept 17—Council Meeting immediately following fellowship 
Saturday, Sept 23, 1:30—Memorial Service for Mat Thorp. Reception follows at Salt and  
 Pepper (5125 MacArthur Blvd, NW). Donations in Mat’s memory can be made to the  
 Palisades Community Fund of the PCA; P.O. Box 40603, Washington, DC 20016. 
Sunday, October 1—Communion Sunday and Pastor Appreciation Sunday 
Sunday, October 15—94th Anniversary Celebration Sunday 
Saturday, October 21, 9a-1p—Blood Drive. Go to www.RedCrossBlood.org to register for  
  blood donations. Search by the key word PALISADES or our zip code 20016.  



Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost      RALLY DAY!    September 10, 2017 
 

NEW BEGINNINGS! 
 Welcome to worship.  

You are invited to stand, as you are able, when you see an * in the bulletin.  
The congregation’s responses are in the bold print. 

  
PRELUDE     “Air”         Wesley 
 
INTROIT           “Welcome”             arr. Snyder 
   
LIGHTING OF THE ALTAR CANDLES 
 
WELCOME            Rev. Elizabeth Hagan 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP                    Linda Schierow
 One:    This is a day of new beginnings. Help us God to begin anew. 
 Many: Wake us up, God! 
 One:  Here we are, rubbing sleep out of our eyes, still drowsy and dozing from  
  summer’s bliss. It’s hard to believe that it’s already after Labor Day again.   
  It’s hard to believe school has started again. It’s hard to believe it’s Rally day again. 
 Many: Wake us up, God! 
 One:  Cast off the shadows of whatever we assume will sustain us as we begin this new  
  journey, so that we can receive the light of the unknown things you have in store.  
 Many: Wake us up, God! 
 One:  Wake us up when our expectations are too low. Wake us up when our expectations 
  are  too high. Wake us up when we least expect it.  
 Many: Wake us up, God. Help us today, to begin anew with your Spirit.  
 
*HYMN #25   “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty” 
 
*GREETING ONE ANOTHER WITH THE PEACE OF CHRIST 
 
UNISON PRAYER OF CONFESSION        Linda Schierow 
 God of the lost, we look for you in all the wrong places. 
 We wander the corridors of power, while you are with the homeless. 
 We sit at the head of the banquet table, while you are with the children. 
 We applaud those who win, while you are cheering on those in last place. 
 Forgive us God and transform our hearts into serving others. 
 Gift us with grace that we may be the hope and peace the world seeks. 

PRAYER LIST 
Continuing Prayers for Members, Friends and Families: Gisela Becker’s mission in  
Africa (SPANCO); Tom Carpenter, Koreen Damelio; Heather McDonald; Emily McMillian; 
Ostry family; John Splaun, Cheryl Terpak; Lynn Thorp and family on the death of her father, 
Matt Thorp,  Liz West; Linda Willoby. 

To include the name of a friend or family on the prayer list, please call the church office. 

 
WE WELCOME ALL FRIENDS, VISITORS, AND MEMBERS to  
The Palisades Community Church. We are a progressive multi-denominational church affiliat-
ed with the International Council of Community Churches (www.icccusa.com). We welcome 
all persons without prejudice. We are dedicated to building community amidst diversity of 
race, lifestyle and belief. If you are seeking a church in the D.C. area, we hope you will consid-
er making The Palisades Community Church your home. There are some large print Bibles 
and hymnals and assisted hearing devices in the narthex. We do not use alcohol for Holy 
Communion. We welcome everyone to the Lord ’s Table on the first Sunday of each month. 
 
FROM PASTOR ELIZABETH 
I’m so glad to begin this journey as your Senior Pastor today.  
     If we haven’t had a chance to get to know one another, here are three facts I’d love to 
share with you today about myself: 
1. I was ordained to ministry 11 years ago this November 4th at Calvary Baptist Church in 
Chinatown, DC. This is also the church where I met my husband, Kevin and with fell in love 
with the beauty of diverse, welcoming and authentic ministry. Though I’m from Tennessee 
originally, I feel like the Washington, DC area is my home.  
2. It’s 700 steps from our house in South Arlington to the nearest Starbucks. We are a Star-
bucks family. I am a fan of green tea lemonade and Kevin loves black tea, no water, little ice 
and with in my opinion too many Sweet and Lows. Amelia loves when the baristas give her 
the small cups to play with. I love the opportunity to slow down over a drink of any kind and 
just talk. So let’s do that soon 
3. I’ll be in the office every Tuesday from 9-3 pm if you would like to come by and have a 
conversation. Though no week is typical, I plan to be out and about in the community on 
Wednesdays and writing my sermons at home on Fridays. Thursday will be my day off. But 
I’m available other times of the week for pastoral care as needed. And I always love to go to 
lunch! The best way to reach me is either by email at elizabethevanshagan@gmail.com or by 
text 240-418-5800.  
 

mailto:elizabethevanshagan@gmail.com


OFFERING OF GIFTS 
  Offertory         “Prelude in G”                     Linley 
  
 *Doxology #46                          Thomas Ken, 1692, adapted RWM 
  Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below; 
  God’s praise, ye hosts on high, proclaim, Who doth create, redeem, sustain. 
  
 Prayer of Dedication             Rev. Beth McKinney 
  We seek to bind ourselves to you O God and bring your kingdom here   
  among us. May what we offer be a sign of new commitment.  Use our   
  gifts to create new beginnings and grown to your kingdom in this place.  Amen. 
 
*CLOSING HYMN #518 “This Is a Day of New Beginnings” 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
BENEDICTION             Rev. Elizabeth Hagan 
 
POSTLUDE        “We Can Plant a Forest”              sing-along 
            Chorus:   We can plant a forest 
       Green and Strong 
       We’ll create a forest 
       One tree at a time 
       All for the future of the earth 
       We’ll plant a forest 
       One tree at a time (sing 2x) 
 

           

WORSHIP NOTES and ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

Flowers on the altar are given by Jean Schreier to the glory of God and in thanksgiving for a 
new church year. 

 
Nursery care for children up to age 3 is provided. Children older than 3 will be dismissed after 
the presentation of Bibles for Sunday School with Ms. Denhard. 
  
Worship leaders are needed this fall. Share your gift of voice with this community. Sign up the 
in Memorial Hall during lunch today. Pastor Elizabeth and Beth look forward to having you 
lead worship with us! Opportunities are also available to provide altar flowers (cost is $25) and 
to host for fellowship time.  
 
 

 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
 Leader:  It is not our efforts but Christ’s gift that transforms us into God’s children. 
 Many:  In mercy, in grace, our spirits are transformed and made new.   
  Thanks be to God.  Amen. 
 
OLD TESTAMENT READING  Psalm 149 (p550)      Linda Schierow 
 
ANTHEM           “We Can Plant a Forest”         Papoulis and Greenly 
             
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE           “Make Room for the New”         Rev. Beth McKinney 
 
PRESENTATION OF BIBLES 
 
NEW TESTAMENT READING  Romans 13:8-14 (p.152)       Rev. Elizabeth Hagan 
 
SERMON                “It’s Time to Wake Up”       Rev. Elizabeth Hagan 
 
HYMN #589         “Lord, I Want to Be a Christian” 
 
SHARING OUR PRAYERS 
 
CONGREGATIONAL PRAYER & THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 God, we thank you for the community of faith with which we pray:  

for the differences among us,  for how the Spirit has prompted us to grow.  
We wonder together how we can reach out to those  
who are struggling with pain we cannot comprehend.  
We wonder together how we can make a difference in a hungry world.  
We wonder how we can find time for the stuff of life that matters most this week. 
Give us the strength to be your church here in the Palisades community,  
in Washington DC and around the world. When our call seems overwhelming,  
teach us the value of one hand extended in love, one word expressed in care,  
one moment of rest in a day of the week, one voice of hope lifting a lonely spirit. 
Now as a church we pray the prayer you taught your disciples to pray saying: 

 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come.  

Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses, as we also forgive those who trespass against us.  
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the Kingdom,  
and the power and the glory, forever. Amen 


