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Mission Statement 

The Palisades Community Church is dedicated to building Christian community  

amidst diversity of race, lifestyle and belief, through inspiring worship and community service. 

The Palisades Community Church 

Sunday, June 25, 2017 



Third Sunday after Pentecost                              June 25, 2017, 10am  
 
 

 A Time of  Passage and Farewell 
Palisades Community Church and Rev. Jeff Stinehelfer (2012-2017) 

 
 

Welcome to worship.  
You are invited to stand, as you are able, when you see an * in the bulletin. 

The congregation’s responses are in the bold print. 
 
 
 

INTROIT      “Laudamus Te”                       
 
PRELUDE                  “Ashokan Farewell” 
 
LIGHTING OF THE ALTAR CANDLES 
 
WELCOME and CALL TO WORSHIP                                           Pat Gerachis 
 Leader: Our church family is constantly changing. 
 People: People come and go. Babies are born.  
  Children grow up and go away to college. 
 Leader: People commit themselves to one another and to this church. 
  Loved ones and friends among us come to the end of their lives. 
 People: Individuals move into and out of our community and church life. 
  People move away, to new opportunities, new places and new experiences. 
 Leader: Today we come to worship and to recognize passages. 
  We worship in our unity even as our diversity creates new endings and beginnings. 
 People: Let us worship and give praise to God again in this place. 
 
*HYMN #655            “Community of Christ” 
         
*GREETING ONE ANOTHER WITH THE PEACE OF JESUS 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION                  
 It is never easy to speak of our sins. When we should shout the good news,  
 we often only whisper.  When we should abound in grace, we persist in our wrong-
 doing.  When we should minister to the other, we pretend we don’t see them.   
 Forgive us, Healer of our Hearts, and have mercy on us.  Help us when we are weakest.  
 Save us when we cannot save ourselves. Amen. 
 

PRAYER LIST 
Continuing Prayers for Members, Friends and Families: Gisela Becker’s mission in Africa 

(SPANCO); Tom Carpenter, Koreen Damelio; Heather McDonald; Emily McMillian; Ostry family; 

Douglas Parker; Charles Anthony Riley; Cheryl Terpak; Tiffany Topcik; Liz West; Linda Willoby;  

Ellynne Doenecke and family (Pastor Jeff’s sister). 

 

To include the name of a friend or family on the prayer list, please call the church office. 
 

 

WE WELCOME ALL FRIENDS, VISITORS, AND MEMBERS to The Palisades Community 

Church. We are a progressive multi-denominational church affiliated with the International Council of 

Community Churches (www.icccusa.com). We welcome all persons without prejudice. We are dedi-

cated to building community amidst diversity of race, lifestyle and belief. If you are seeking a church 

in the D.C. area, we hope you will consider making The Palisades Community Church your home. 

There are some large print Bibles and hymnals and assisted hearing devices in the narthex. We do not 

use alcohol for Holy Communion. We welcome everyone to the Lord ’s Table on the first Sunday of 

each month. 

 

OFFICE HOURS Rev. Stinehelfer is normally available at the church office or in the Palisades area 

from 10am to 2pm on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday. He is available other times (including eve-

nings) by appointment, and “24/7” for any urgent needs. Monday is Jeff’s regular day off, and Fridays 

he regularly works from home. Feel free to contact him at any time by cell phone (240-988-5996), or 

home phone (301-570-6442) or by personal email (pletchstine@verizon.net). In addition, the church 

administrator will usually be aware of Jeff’s schedule and how to contact him. 

 

The Church office is open Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday from 9am-2pm. Contact Polly John-

son, our Church Administrator, at 202-966-7929 or PalisComCh@verizon.net.  

 

REMINDERS of etiquette in the sanctuary during worship: 

• Please plan to arrive early. If arriving later than 10:00, please be seated quietly near the rear of the 

sanctuary, during a break in the service. 

• Please respect other worshipers, the clergy, the choir, and the organist by using only the narthex 

entrance and exit during the service (except children when dismissed for Sunday School). 

• Please limit ancillary conversation after the Prelude begins, until the Postlude ends.  

 

 

mailto:pletchstine@verizon.net


WORSHIP NOTES and ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

On this special occasion, we are most grateful to Sandy Choi, Francine Krasowska,  
Harper Denhard and Connie Van Mater for blessing us with their gifts of instrumental  
and vocal music. 

Following worship, a celebration luncheon in Memorial Hall is provided by Templo Guaracy 
das Tradicioes in honor of Jeff’s farewell. We continue to be grateful for the long-standing 
presence in our building of this group, whose leader is our friend Margarita Lopez.  
 
The flowers are given by the church in thanksgiving for Rev. Stinehelfer’s five years of service 

Nursery care for children up to age 3 may be provided upon request. Sunday School has been  
suspended for the summer.  
 
 

 
ON THE CHURCH CALENDAR 

  
 
Sunday, July 2—Independence Day Weekend (no worship at PCC) 
 
Tuesday, July 4—PCC marches again in the Palisades Parade (see Beth McKinney for instruction) 
 
Sunday, July 9—Summer schedule begins (fellowship at 9:30 in the Eternity Garden, worship at  
 10:00 in the sanctuary) 
 
July 17-20—Annual Conference of the International Conference of Community Churches  
 “Living Faith in a World of Change” (Cherry Hill, New Jersey) 

A Service of  Passage   
 

Council Chair:  Five years ago this church called Rev. Stinehelfer to serve as our Interim Pastor, 
and then asked him to serve as our Senior Pastor. 
 
Pastor:  I thank PCC, its members and friends, for the love, kindness and support shown me these 
five years. I ask forgiveness for the mistakes I have made. I am grateful for the ways my leadership 
has been accepted. As I leave, I carry with me all that I have learned here. 
 
Congregation:  We receive your thankfulness, offer forgiveness, and accept that you now leave to 
minister elsewhere. We express our gratitude for your time among us. We ask your forgiveness for 
our mistakes. Your influence on our faith and faithfulness will not leave us at your departure. 
 
Pastor:  I forgive you and accept your gratitude, trusting that our time together and our parting are 
pleasing to God. 
 
Council Chair:  Do you the members and friends of PCC release Rev. Stinehelfer from the duties 
of Senior Pastor? 
 
Congregation:  We do, with the help of God. 
 
Council Chair:  Do you offer your encouragement for his ministry soon to begin as Interim Pastor 
of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in Hyattstown, MD? 
 
Congregation:  We do, with the help of God. 
 
Council Chair:  Do you, Rev. Stinehelfer, release this local church from turning to you and de-
pending on you? 
 
Pastor:  I do, with the help of God. 
 
Council Chair:  Do you offer your encouragement for the continued ministry here and on the rela-
tionship with another who will come to serve? 
 
Pastor:  I do, with the help of God. 
 
Reading of a letter from the International Council of Community Churches 
 
Assistant Pastor:  Let us pray... 
 
Congregation:  Amen. 



ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
 Leader: Do not be afraid. God cherishes us and treasures us, beyond all else in creation.    
  You are graced. You are forgiven. You are healed. 
 People: We will not keep this good news to ourselves. We will shout out our hope from 
  the rooftops of our hearts. Thanks be to God. Amen. 
  
SPECIAL MUSIC        “Wind Beneath My Wings”       
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  “Kaleidoscopes”  
 
RESPONSIVE PSALM 121 (Read responsively by verse )                   p.539 
  
NEW TESTAMENT READING  1 Corinthians 3:1-16          p.156 
 
MESSAGE                               “The Promised Land”                       Rev. Beth McKinney
                    
PRAYERS OF JOYS AND CONCERNS 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,  
 Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses  
 as we forgive those who trespass against us. Lead us not into 
 temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the Kingdom,  
 and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.   
 
RECEIPT OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS 
 Offertory     “Simple Gifts”                
 *Doxology #46                                   Thomas Ken, 1692, adapted RWM 

 Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below; 
 God’s praise, ye hosts on high, proclaim, Who doth create, redeem, sustain. 
Prayer of Dedication 

  We are all called by God to be servants of the kingdom in one way or another.  
  Accept these gifts and lead us in Christ so that we may become worthy  
  disciples.  Amen. 
 
A SERVICE OF PASSAGE (see next page) 
 
REMARKS AND PRESENTATION OF GIFTS 
 
HYMN  #452                “Here I Am, Lord”  
  
BENEDICTION                 “The Prayer”  


