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Mission Statement 

The Palisades Community Church is dedicated to building Christian community  

amidst diversity of race, lifestyle and belief, through inspiring worship and community service. The Palisades Community Church 
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Seventh Sunday of Easter                  Ascension Sunday                      May 28, 2017, 10am  

 
Welcome to worship. You are invited to stand, as you are able, when you see an * in the bulletin. 

The congregation’s responses are in the bold print. 
 

PRELUDE                  Prelude #2 (excerpt)     John Knowles Paine (1839-1906) 

     
LIGHTING OF THE ALTAR CANDLES 
 
WELCOME and CALL TO WORSHIP                    
 Leader: Why are we looking up into heaven? 
 People: Christ has come; Christ has risen; Christ will come again. 
 Leader: Why are we looking ahead to the future? 
 People: The Holy Spirit is among us now. 
  In our baptism we have already died and risen with Christ. 
 Leader: Why then would we be afraid of death and dying? 
 People: God’s love casts out our fear. 
 Leader: Why then would we be afraid to follow Jesus? 
 People: In Christ we have the promise of new life now and eternal life to come. 
  In Christ we turn out hearts to worship God. 
  
*HYMN #611   “Rise Up, O Saints of God” 
         
*GREETING ONE ANOTHER WITH THE PEACE OF JESUS 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
 Eternal God, we live believing that our time and our schedule is the most important 
 thing. We forget you created us to be an eternal people. We believe life is short and so 
 we prioritize our own desires. Forgive us, and call us into stewardship of your time, to 
 live as the body of Christ, not for ourselves. In the name of the One who has called us 
 to be one.  Amen. 
 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
 
READING FROM THE HEBREW SCRIPTURE (read responsively by verse)           Psalm 47        p.490  
 
SOLO   “There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy”              Calvin Hampton (1938-1984)        
             Harper Denhard, Soprano 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  List of Chores 
  
READING FROM THE NEW TESTAMENT          Luke 24:44-52 (p.85)           Acts 1:6-11 (p.110) 
 

PRAYER LIST 
Continuing Prayers for Members, Friends and Families: Gisela Becker’s mission in Africa 

(SPANCO); Tom Carpenter, Koreen Damelio; Heather McDonald; Emily McMillian; Ostry family; 

Douglas Parker; Charles Anthony Riley; Cheryl Terpak; Tiffany Topcik; Liz West; Linda Willoby; 

Ellynne Doenecke and family (Pastor Jeff’s sister). 

 

To include the name of a friend or family on the prayer list, please call the church office. 
 

 

WE WELCOME ALL FRIENDS, VISITORS, AND MEMBERS to  

The Palisades Community Church. We are a progressive multi-denominational church affiliated with 

the International Council of Community Churches (www.icccusa.com). We welcome all persons with-

out prejudice. We are dedicated to building community amidst diversity of race, lifestyle and belief. If 

you are seeking a church in the D.C. area, we hope you will consider making The Palisades Commu-

nity Church your home. There are some large print Bibles and hymnals and assisted hearing devices 

in the narthex. We do not use alcohol for Holy Communion. We welcome everyone to the Lord ’s 

Table on the first Sunday of each month. 

 

OFFICE HOURS 

Rev. Stinehelfer is normally available at the church office or in the Palisades area from 10am to 2pm 

on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday. He is available other times (including evenings) by appoint-

ment, and “24/7” for any urgent needs. Monday is Jeff’s regular day off, and Fridays he regularly 

works from home. Feel free to contact him at any time by cell phone (240-988-5996), or home phone 

(301-570-6442) or by personal email (pletchstine@verizon.net). In addition, the church administrator 

will usually be aware of Jeff’s schedule and how  

to contact him. 

 

The Church office is open Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday from 9am-2pm. Contact Polly John-

son, our Church Administrator, at 202-966-7929 or PalisComCh@verizon.net.  

 

 

 

REMINDERS of etiquette in the sanctuary during worship: 

• Please plan to arrive early. If arriving later than 10:00, please be seated quietly at the rear of the 

sanctuary during a break in the service. 

• Please respect other worshipers, the clergy, the choir, and the organist by using only the narthex 

entrance and exit during the service (except children when dismissed for Sunday School). 

• Please limit ancillary conversation after the Prelude begins and before the Postlude ends.  

 

 

mailto:pletchstine@verizon.net


SERMON       “The Disabled God”         Rev. Beth McKinney 
 
TAIZE SONG (see next page) 
 
INTERCESSIONS AND CELEBRATIONS 
 
PASTORAL PRAYER and THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come,  
 Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread,  
 and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
 Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the Kingdom,  
 and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.  
 
OFFERING OF GIFTS AND COMMITMENTS  
 Offertory                        “Litany”   Charles Callahan (b. 1951) 
 *Doxology #46                                                                    Thomas Ken, 1692, adapted RWM 

 Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below; 
 God’s praise, ye hosts on high, proclaim, Who doth create, redeem, sustain. 
Prayer of Dedication 

  God of all creation, all you have made is good and your love endures forever.   
  Nourish us and others with these gifts so that we might be for the world signs 
  of your  gracious presence.  Amen. 
 
LITANY FOR A MEMORIAL OBSERVANCE 
 Leader: Let us begin our prayer with a moment of remembrance. 
 People: We remember fallen members of the military and their sacrifice for the sake of 
  others. 
 Leader: Let us honor their memory with thanksgiving. 
 People: We thank God for brave men and women that have given their lives so that we 
  may have the freedom to worship God as we chose. 
 Leader: Let us remember veterans in this congregation who have recently died: Jim, Nelson,  
  Vaughan. Let us remember veterans in this congregation who are still living: Roland, 
  Matthew. Let us remember families of veterans who struggle without their loved ones. 
  Moment of silence.  Let us pray: 
 People: God of every nation, we remember those that gave their lives in the cause of  
  freedom.  May we be stirred to action in their memory to promote justice and 
  peace in the world.  Help us to love both our neighbors and our enemies.   
  Empower us to work for your kingdom in this world, and embrace us by your 
  grace into the next.  Amen. 

 
HYMN  (see next page )     “Eternal Father, Strong To Save”  
    
POSTLUDE            “Trumpet Tune in D Major”        David N. Johnson (1922-1987) 

             (please remain seated in quiet meditation for the Postlude)   

The Rhodes Tavern 
Troubadours 

in Concert 

Saturday, June 3, 2017 
Doors open at 7:30; Music begins at 8 

The Palisades Community Church 
5200 Cathedral Ave, NW 

202-966-7929  *  PalisComCh@verizon.net  *  ThePalisadesCommunityChurch.org 
 

Tickets available at the door. $10 for adults; $5 for children 12 and under;  
$30 max per family. Bring your friends and neighbors! 

Local musicians, Mark Noone (bass guitar), Jake Flack (guitar), Jack O’Dell (drums) and Arif Durrani 
(Keys) make up The Rhodes Tavern Troubadours. RTT is dedicated to propagating the DC pop/rock 

sound that was dominating the Washington area scene in the 70’s, 80’s & 90’s.  

The Rhodes Tavern 
Troubadours 

in Concert 



WORSHIP NOTES and ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

The flowers are given to the glory of God 

Nursery care for children up to age 3 may be provided upon request. Sunday school continues today 
with teacher Harper Denhard. 
 
Please sign up in Memorial Hall to provide altar flowers (cost is $25) and to serve as lay reader in 
worship, or host for fellowship time.  
 
 
 

 
ON THE CHURCH CALENDAR 

  
Today—-Rev. Jeff and his family are in Ft. Wayne, Indiana, attending the memorial service for Jeff’s 
 brother-in-law Charles Doenecke. 
 
Sunday, June 4, 10am—Graduation Sunday (celebrate with Lilah Mehri and Beau Johnson) 
 
Sunday, June 25, 10am—Service for a Time of Passage and Farewell. 
 (Congregation and Rev. Stinehelfer) 
 Please RSVP to the church office for the luncheon following worship. 

Eternal Father, Strong to Save 
 
Eternal Father, strong to save, 
Whose arm has bound the restless wave, 
Who bids the mighty ocean deep 
It's own appointed limits keep: 
O hear us when we cry to Thee 
For those in Peril on the sea. 
 

O Christ, the Lord of hill and plain, 
O'er which our traffic runs amain. 
By mountain pass or valley low, 
Wherever, Lord our brethren go. 
Protect them by Thy guarding hand 
From every peril on the land. 

 
 
O Spirit, whom the Father sent 
To spread abroad the firmament. 
O wind of heaven, by Thy might 
Save all who dare the eagle's flight. 
And keep them by thy watchful care 
From every peril in the air. 
 

O Trinity of love and power, 
Our brethren shield in danger's hour; 
From rock and tempest, fire, and foe 
Protect them wheresoe'er they go; 
That evermore shall rise to Thee, 
Glad praise from air and land and sea. 

Stay With Us 


