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Mission Statement 

The Palisades Community Church is dedicated to building Christian community  

amidst diversity of race, lifestyle and belief, through inspiring worship and community service. 



The Fifth Sunday of Lent                               April 2, 2017 (10am) 
 

The Palisades Community Church 

 
Welcome to worship. You are invited to stand, as you are able, when you see an *  

in the bulletin. The congregation’s responses are in the bold print. 
 
 
 

PRELUDE                  “Adagio”     Roger Nyquist (b. 1934) 
 
LIGHTING OF THE ALTAR CANDLES 
 
WELCOME    
 
CALL TO WORSHIP                
 Leader: It’s spring and a good time for emerging and arising. 
 People: It’s Lent and a good time for changes and life-altering decisions. 
 Leader: As the snow recedes we see life altering all around us. 
 People: Crocuses appear, coloring and brightening the soggy grass. 
 Leader: So does the Wiffle ball and bat that were left outside last fall. 
 People: It’s a time to remember the cycles of life, and the long distances we travel. 
 Leader: It’s a time that comes around to remind us about whom we serve, and whose we are.  
 
*HYMN #53                        “Morning Has Broken”             
               
*GREETING ONE ANOTHER IN THE SPIRIT OF PEACE  
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
 Merciful God, your steadfast love and desire to forgive, give us courage to face the 
 wrongs that we have done. We confess that we have broken our communities; we have 
 turned away the stranger; we have forgotten to love the land. We have pushed your  
 priorities aside and refused to let your commandments question what we do. Forgive us, 
 we pray. Restore us to our rightful minds, that we may walk with you in caring for your 
 world and all its creatures, in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen  
 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
 
READING FROM THE HEBREW SCRIPTURE      Ezekiel 37:1-14       p.759 
    
SPECIAL MUSIC      “I Will Lift Up My Eyes”     Harper Denhard, Francine Krasowska, Jason West  
   
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE    (Children are dismissed to Sunday School) 

PRAYER LIST 
Continuing Prayers for Members, Friends and Families: Gisela Becker’s mission in Africa 
(SPANCO); Koreen Damelio; Peter Anthony Deskovich; Heather McDonald; Emily McMillian; 
Chris Morrison; Ostry family; Douglas Parker; Charles Anthony Riley; Cheryl Terpak; Tiffany Topcik; 
Hap Walker; Liz West; Linda Willoby. 
 
To include the name of a friend or family on the prayer list, please call the church office. 
 
 
WE WELCOME ALL FRIENDS, VISITORS, AND MEMBERS to  
The Palisades Community Church. We are a progressive multi-denominational church affiliated with 
the International Council of Community Churches (www.icccusa.com). We welcome all persons with-
out prejudice. We are dedicated to building community amidst diversity of race, lifestyle and belief. If 
you are seeking a church in the D.C. area, we hope you will consider making The Palisades Commu-
nity Church your home. There are some large print Bibles and hymnals and assisted hearing devices 
in the narthex. We do not use alcohol for Holy Communion. We welcome everyone to the Lord ’s 
Table on the first Sunday of each month. 
 
OFFICE HOURS 
Rev. Stinehelfer is normally available at the church office or in the Palisades area from 10am to 2pm 
on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday. He is available other times (including evenings) by appoint-
ment, and “24/7” for any urgent needs. Monday is Jeff’s regular day off, and Fridays he regularly 
works from home. Feel free to contact him at any time by cell phone (240-988-5996), or home phone 
(301-570-6442) or by personal email (pletchstine@verizon.net). In addition, the church administrator 
will usually be aware of Jeff’s schedule and how  
to contact him. 
 
The Church office is open Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday from 9am-2pm. Contact Polly John-
son, our Church Administrator, at 202-966-7929 or PalisComCh@verizon.net.  

Easter Flowers 
As is our tradition at Easter, the sanctuary will be decorated with flowers. If you would like to donate 
a plant, please complete the form below and bring or mail it with your check to the Church Office no 
later than Sunday, April 9. 

I/We wish to place an order for plants to beautify the sanctuary on Easter Sunday (April 19): 

 _____  Easter Lilies ($10 each)          _____  Hyacinths ($8 each) 

In memory of  _____________________________________ In celebration of  Easter  ________ 

In honor of      _____________________________________ 

Your name as you wish it to appear in the worship bulletin: _______________________________  

mailto:pletchstine@verizon.net


 
READING FROM THE CHRISTIAN SCRIPTURE                 John 11:1-45                        p.98
                  
SERMON                                     Lectionary Theme “Dying and Rising””              Rev. Jeff Stinehelfer 
 
MUSICAL INTERLUDE 
 
INTERCESSIONS AND CELEBRATIONS  (offered by the congregation) 
 
PASTORAL PRAYER   
 
OFFERINGS FOR OUR SHARED MINISTRY AND FOR BENEVOLENCE 
     Offertory                             “Pastoral”             Keith Chapman (1945-1989) 
     *Doxology           Thomas Ken, 1692, adapted RWM 
      Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
      Praise God, all creatures here below;  
  God’s praise, ye hosts on high, proclaim,  
  Who doth create, redeem, sustain. 
     *Prayer of Thanksgiving                
  Thank you, O God, for your Spirit who dwells in us. The Holy Spirit, who raised Christ 
  from the dead, rouses us from despair and hears our cries immediately. We hope and 
  wait for you, O Lord, more than those who watch for the morning. And because your  
  breath is our breath, we believe that one day we will come back to life like the dry  
  bones of Ezekiel and of Mary and Martha’s brother Lazarus. Thank you for the  
  promise of life everlasting.  Amen. 
 
THE CELEBRATION OF HOLY COMMUNION 
     Invitation  
     Words of Institution 
     Sharing the Elements (by intinction) 
     The Lord’s Prayer 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,  
 Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses  
 as we forgive those who trespass against us. Lead us not into 
 temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the Kingdom,  
 and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.   
  
*HYMN #402                       “According To Thy Gracious Word”  

BENEDICTION 
  

POSTLUDE (please be seated)             “Trumpet Tune in A Major”         David N. Johnson (1922-1987) 
         

WORSHIP NOTES and ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
Flowers on the altar are given by Jean Schreier to the glory of God and in celebration of Spring. 

Please sign up in Memorial Hall to provide altar flowers (cost is $25) and to serve as lay reader or host 
for fellowship time.  
 
Nursery care for children up to age 3 may be provided upon request. Children are dismissed for Sunday 
School with Harper Denhard after the Children’s Message. 
 
Is anyone interested in attending the annual conference of the International Council of Community 
Churches as a voting representative of The Palisades Community Church?  It is in Cherry Hill, NJ,  
July 17-20 (within driving distance). The conference is uplifting and relaxing at the same time. Visit the 
website to learn more:  http://www.icccnow.org/annual-conference/. The church will help with hotel 
and registration expenses. Please let the church office know if you would like additional information 
about the conference.  Pastor Stinehelfer will be going, as will some of our friends from the ICCC Re-
gion, so there will be familiar faces.   

 

 ON THE CHURCH CALENDAR 
 

Next Sunday, April 9, Palm Sunday—We invite everyone to the annual “Palm Sunday Parade”.  
 We begin with parade preparation activities in Memorial Hall at 9:30, including light  
 breakfast fare.  
 
Thursday, April 13, 7pm, Maundy Thursday—Scripture, prayer, and biblical  “foot washing” 
 
Friday, April 14, noon-3pm, Good Friday—Our sanctuary will be open for guided prayer and 
 meditation on the Triumph of the Cross 
 
Saturday, April 15— “Day of Service” to beautify church property, to honor the 10th Anniversary of 
 the tragedy at Virginia Tech. We will lay a few commemorative bricks. 
 
Sunday, April 16, Easter!—The Resurrection of Our Lord! We’ll be celebrating with music by the 
 Chancel Choir with guest vocalist and instrumentalists.  Plan to stay for the traditional  
 Easter Tea, and egg hunt for the kids.  
 

http://www.icccnow.org/annual-conference/

