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Palisades Community Church 
February 19, 2017 

“So we are ambassadors for Christ, since God is making his appeal through us.” 
(II Corinthians 5:20) 

Jerusalem 

Washington, DC 



The Seventh Sunday after Epiphany                                            February 19, 2017 (10am) 
 

The Palisades Community Church 
 

Welcome to worship. You are invited to stand, as you are able, when you see an * in the bulletin. 
The congregation’s responses are in the bold print. 

 
  

PRELUDE         “Largo” (from “Xerxes”)           George Frideric Handel    
   
LIGHTING OF THE ALTAR CANDLES 
 
WELCOME        
 
CALL TO WORSHIP                                           Bryan Lake 
 Leader:  Through a burning bush that was not consumed by its flames, 
 People: You summoned your servant Moses to challenge the tyranny of Pharaoh. 
 Leader: In a pillar of cloud and a pillar of fire, 
 People: You freed your people from slavery so they might worship you. 
 Leader: Through the words of prophets and good news of angels, 
 People: You prepared the world for the coming of its Savior. 
 Leader: In the ministry of Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh, 
 People: You call us to rise and follow you. 
 Leader: Lord, we gather as your church, 
 People: And we come to worship you and give you thanks. 
 
INVOCATION                  
 Holy God of compassion, you invite us into your way of forgiveness and peace.  
 Lead us to love our enemies, and transform our words and deeds to be like him 
 through whom we pray, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen 
 
*HYMN #110   “You Servants of God”                         
 
*GREETING ONE ANOTHER IN THE SPIRIT OF PEACE (please greet your neighbors) 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
 Lord, you call us to repent of our sin and follow you. Your call is clear and your path 
 is sure,  but we close our ears to your call. And with pride we demand you follow us, 
 though we know not where to go. We rush by our neighbors, and we dishonor you, 
 the one who offers to lead us into the freedom of discipleship. We groan at our  
 missteps, and we ask forgiveness for the things we have done and left undone.  
 We draw upon your promises. And we ask once again  simply for mercy. Through the 
 power of your Holy Spirit, lead us to lives worthy of that calling. Amen 
                       

PRAYER LIST 
Continuing Prayers for Members, Friends and Families: Gisela Becker’s mission in Africa 
(SPANCO); Peter Anthony Deskovich; Heather McDonald; Emily McMillian; Chris Morrison;  
Ostry family; Douglas Parker; Raymond Preston and his family upon the death of his sister, Anita 
Harris; Charles Anthony Riley; Tiffany Topcik; Liz West; Linda Willoby; President Donald J. Trump, 
his family, and his administration; President Barack Obama and his family. 
 
To include the name of a friend or family on the prayer list, please call the church office. 
 
 
WE WELCOME ALL FRIENDS, VISITORS, AND MEMBERS to The Palisades Community 
Church. We are a progressive multi-denominational church affiliated with the International Council 
of Community Churches (www.icccusa.com). We welcome all persons without prejudice. We are  
dedicated to building community amidst diversity of race, lifestyle and belief. If you are seeking a 
church in the D.C. area, we hope you will consider making The Palisades Community Church your 
home. There are some large print Bibles and hymnals and assisted hearing devices in the narthex. We 
do not use alcohol for Holy Communion. We welcome everyone to the Lord ’s Table on the first 
Sunday of each month. 
 
OFFICE HOURS 
Rev. Stinehelfer is normally available at the church office or in the Palisades area from 10am to 2pm 
on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday. He is available other times (including evenings) by appoint-
ment, and “24/7” for any urgent needs. Monday is Jeff’s regular day off, and Fridays he regularly 
works from home. Feel free to contact him at any time by cell phone (240-988-5996), or home phone 
(301-570-6442) or by personal email (pletchstine@verizon.net). In addition, the church administrator 
will usually be aware of Jeff’s schedule and how to contact him. 
 
The Church office is open Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday from 9am-2pm. Contact Polly  
Johnson, our Church Administrator, at 202-966-7929 or PalisComCh@verizon.net.  
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ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
 
READING FROM THE HEBREW SCRIPTURE       Psalm 119:33-40      p.535 
 
ANTHEM   “Sing Hallelu. What a Beautiful City” 
  
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
    (Children are dismissed for Sunday School) 
 
READING FROM THE CHRISTIAN SCRIPTURES        II Corinthians 5:11-21    p.170 
 
SERMON                              “A Christian Is by Nature a Political Creature”        Rev. Jeff Stinehelfer 
 
MUSICAL INTERLUDE              
 
INTERCESSIONS AND CELEBRATIONS  (offered by the congregation) 
 
PASTORAL PRAYER  AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,  
 Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses  
 as we forgive those who trespass against us. Lead us not into 
 temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the Kingdom,  
 and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.  
 
OFFERING OF GIFTS  
 Offertory    “Air”    George Frideric Handel
 *Doxology                Thomas Ken, 1692, adapted RWM 
  Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
  Praise God, all creatures here below; 
  God’s praise, ye hosts on high, proclaim,  
  Who doth create, redeem, sustain. 
 Prayer of Dedication                
  God of the feast, you provide a banquet of good things out of the abundance of your 
  steadfast love, and so we are satisfied. For this abundance, we give you thanks and 
  offer to you the gift of our whole lives, that the banquet may expand and others may 
  be invited to feast on the boundless goodness you give to us. Amen 
 
*HYMN #680           “O God of Every Nation”                            
  
POSTLUDE  (please be seated)     “Allegro Maestoso” (from “Water Music”)              George Frideric Handel
         

WORSHIP NOTES and ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
Flowers on the altar are given to the glory of God. 
 
Please sign up in Memorial Hall to provide altar flowers (cost is $25) and to serve as lay reader or 
host for fellowship time.  
 
Nursery care for children up to age 3 may be provided upon request.  
 

Notes on this morning’s music: 
 
Today’s organ music is all by George Frideric Handel in honor of his birthday this coming week 
(February 23, 1685 - April 14, 1759).  Handel moved to England in 1712 and became a naturalized 
British subject in 1727. The tune of the first hymn was written by a contemporary of Handel,  
William Croft.  Croft’s “Funeral Sentences” were sung at Handel’s funeral and have been included 
in every British funeral since.  Recent uses have been at the funerals of Diana, Princes of Wales, 
Queen Elizabeth The Mother Queen and Baroness Thatcher. 
 
 
 
 

 ON THE CHURCH CALENDAR 

 
Saturday, March 4, 9am-1pm—Red Cross Blood Drive. To register online visit 
www.redcrossblood.org and search by sponsor code 05314829 or by zip code 20016.  
Walk-ins are always welcome. Or call 1-800-RED-CROSS to schedule your appointment.  
Please contact the church office if you are able to help host. 
 
Sunday, March 5, 7pm— “Welcome Spring” Folk Concert with “Boys Night Out”. This trio of 
fun-loving musicians have an “old-timey” style and have appeared at popular venues in DC,  
Maryland, and Virginia. Tickets are available at the door and are $10 for individuals, $5 for seniors 
and children under 12, $25 max per family. 


