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 King David is the poet who, in our pew version of Psalm 103, praises God with these words: 

 “Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me, bless his holy name.” 

 Lutheran pastor Leslie Brandt, in his book Psalms Now, translates the verse this way: 

 “My heart is bursting with praises to God; every fiber of my being reaches out in rejoicing!” 

 David: “The Lord redeems your life from the Pit, and crowns you with steadfast love and mercy.” 

 Leslie: “He snatches me back from the gaping jaws of Hell; and covers me with concern and love” 

 David: “The Lord is merciful and gracious” 

 Leslie: “God pours out His love upon those who turn to Him” 

 So…the idea of “mercy” may be fairly translated as “love”!  The direction of anyone’s life, by 

nature, is toward the abyss, but for the timely intervention of a loving God!  You and I are saved from 

falling over the edge, by a God who forgives everything and everybody, and shows it by showering us 

with love, even though we are—every one of us—demonstrably unlovable! 

 

 Balestrand is a quaint village half-way up Norway’s majestic Sognefjord from the coastal city of 

Bergen.  Built 120 years ago, the distinctive, wooden St. Olaf’s Church is central to Balestrand’s modest 

municipal features, and central to its history.  St. Olaf’s is named after the patron saint who brought 

Christianity to Norway in the 11th century.  I found my way to the front pew of the small sanctuary, and 

by chance opened the hymnal to a composition by the prolific English author Frederick Faber:  “There’s 

a Wideness in God’s Mercy”.   

 A review of the pages in the church’s guest registry, with signature after signature of travelers 

from far corners of the world, confirms the wideness of God’s mercy.  The Palisades Community Church 

of Washington, DC is now recorded there alongside its pastor’s name.   



 The awe-inspiring view from St. Olaf’s front steps, across the vast fjord to the low mountains on 

the horizon,  confirms the wideness of God’s mercy. 

 The thought of the glacial waters flowing westward to the sea, and ultimately touching the far-

off shores of seven continents, confirms the wideness of God’s mercy. 

 As the composer Faber Imagined it:  

 There’s a wideness in God’s mercy like the wideness of the sea; 

 there’s a kindness in God’s justice, which is more than liberty. 

 There is welcome for the sinner, and more graces for the good! 

 There is mercy with the Savior, there is healing in his blood. 

  

 The unconditional attitude of the love and forgiveness of God is one of the dominant themes of 

the Old Testament, as David’s Psalm reminds us.  On this foundation Jesus built his entire life and 

message.   Thus the fifth beatitude in his defining Sermon on the Mount:  “Blessed are the merciful, for 

they will receive mercy.”   

 Every human relationship must rest on mutual forgiveness.  No relationship, whether between 

devoted partners, between parents and children, between friends is possible without total forgiveness 

and unconditional love.  Any other attitude destroys relationships, as every one of us knows first-hand.  

Yet being by nature self-centered, each of us stands in permanent need of the forgiveness—the mercy—

of others.  Each of us stands in permanent need of the forgiveness—the mercy—of God.  And the GOOD 

NEWS is that we have it—in Jesus Christ!  The vessel of God’s mercy!  

 There is welcome for the sinner, and more graces for the good! 

 There is mercy with the Savior, there is healing in his blood. 

 Now, one might ask, on the 93rd anniversary of a congregation at the corner of Cathedral and 

Hawthorne in Washington, DC:  What does this have to do with my church? 

 Ah…but the church…God’s reset button after the Cross and the Empty Tomb…is comprised of 

humans in relationship with one another.  The church, being by collective nature self-centered, stands in 



permanent need of the forgiveness—the mercy—of God!  The good news is that we have had it—for 93 

years! 

 The idea of “mercy” may be fairly translated as “love”!  The direction of any church’s life, by 

nature, comprised as it is by human beings in relationship with one another, is toward the abyss--but for 

the timely intervention of a loving God!  A congregation, comprised as it is by human beings in 

relationship with one another, is saved from falling over the edge, by a God who forgives 

unconditionally, and shows it by showering a congregation with love for 93 years—every year for 93 

years--even though it is demonstrably unlovable!  

 Since 1923, a congregation of demonstrably unlovable people has, by the kindness in God’s 

justice, dispensed love from the corner of Cathedral and Hawthorne in Washington, DC.  Undeniably, 

 There’s a wideness in God’s mercy like the wideness of the sea… 

 

Another prolific English author, three centuries before Frederick Faber, spoke as eloquently of the 

wideness and consequence of divine mercy, not in song, but in a drama he entitled “The Merchant of 

Venice”:  

 “The quality of mercy is not strained; 

 It droppeth as the gentle rain from heaven 

 Upon the place beneath?  It is twice blest: 

 It blesseth him that gives and him that takes…” 

 

“Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.”  

 

Happy Anniversary…Palisades Community Church! 

Happy NINETY-THIRD Anniversary!!  

  


