
“Two Passports” 

Isaiah 9:1-7; 2 Corinthians 5:11-21 

January 22, 2017  

The Inauguration of America’s 45th President (January 20) 

The Palisades Community Church 

 

 Nathan Martin is the lead pastor of the Christian Challenge Worship Center in Louisiana.  He 

speaks of a daughter who was born in Mexico when the Martins were serving there as missionaries.  The 

daughter has two birth certificates, speaks two languages, has two passports, and has the rights and 

responsibilities provided by the laws of two governments:  the United States and Mexico. 

 But there is a catch:  She cannot participate in certain activities in Mexico because of her dual 

nationality.  Even though she is a dual citizen, she has to treat one citizenship as primary, preferentially. 

 Similarly, Christians have dual citizenship.  Christians salute two flags.  This is asserted by the 

Apostle Paul variously in his letters, including the brief correspondence with the church in Philippi:  “Our 

citizenship is in heaven, and it is from there that we are expecting a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ.” 

 A follower of Christ has TWO passports!  A follower of Christ salutes two flags.  A follower of 

Christ has two citizenships:  one by birth…one by baptism.  Dual citizenship, and a Christian must treat 

one as primary, preferentially.  

 On June 17, 2015, the lives of nine Christians were martyred during a prayer meeting and Bible 

Study at Mother Emmanuel African Methodist Episcopal Church in Charleston.  One of those who died 

was Senior Pastor Clementa C. Pinkney, who was also a State Senator, an influential politician in South 

Carolina.   At that tragic moment, the good Reverend was coincidentally embodying his rights and 

responsibilities of two citizenships:  one by birth…one by baptism.    



 Think of it this way:  Mother AME is, as any congregation of Christians, an embassy of God’s 

Kingdom.  Bearers of two citizenships, Christians must treat one as primary.  We are not interested in 

attaining prominence in the political power structures of this world.  Our politics is that of the Kingdom 

of God. 

 I must admit, the plentiful public pronouncements that conflate American destiny with God’s 

plan are worrisome to me.  During this Inauguration weekend, I listened to claims that God selects, by 

some Divine nomination, the person who is installed in the office of the President.  I listened to 

implications that our nation is God’s personal, exclusive laboratory.  I listened, of course, to the all too 

routine appeal--“God bless America”—as if no other nation is as deserving of, or equally qualified for, 

Divine favoritism.   American destiny is two easily conflated with God’s plan.  It is as if only one passport 

is required for travel in those two territories. 

 As was read this morning, St. Paul of Tarsus, in his second letter to the church in Corinth, makes 

the claim that “we are all acting as ambassadors on Christ’s behalf”.  In the ancient world of Paul’s time, 

it was common for the Roman Empire to conquer and subsequently annex various provinces.  The 

Roman senate would send envoys to assist the victorious generals, and together they would arrange the 

terms of peace with the vanquished people, determine the boundaries of the new province, and draw 

up a constitution for its administration. 

 So Paul thought of himself as the envoy—the ambassador—who brought to others the terms of 

God, whereby they could achieve citizenship of God’s empire and membership of God’s family. 

 Two passports!  Two flags to salute!  Dual citizenship!  One by birth…one by baptism, of which 

for the follower of Christ, one must become primary, preferential. 

 Chaplain and protagonist William Sloane Coffin asks the question:  “So where then in America 

does God dwell today?”  And answers:  “God dwells with those in America who feel geographically at 



home and spiritually in exile God dwells with them for going about doing good, repairing a broken 

world…God dwells with every committed Jew, Muslim, Christian, Buddhist, Hindu who believes religious 

pluralism to be God’s will…God dwells I’m sure with all who in wonder, reverence, and gratitude sing a 

new song in verse or prose, music and art, seeking to end the self-deception that tempts us all.” 

 I will confess to have been among the Jews, Muslims, Christians, Buddhists, and Hindus on the 

National Mall yesterday.  With my wife and I were Nellie from the Netherlands—a secular humanist—

and Chanda from Zambia—a devout Christian.  Many hundreds of thousands, spilling onto the streets of 

our nation’s capital city.  Ambassadors all!   

 Many passports!  Many flags!  Yet all citizens of God’s empire!  All members of God’s family! 

 Last November, I applied for the renewal of my U. S. passport, which was soon to expire. A few 

days ago, my new, valid passport arrived in the mail.  In my adult life, numerous re-issued passports 

have enabled me to travel freely in nearly 40 countries.  There are many good reasons to require the 

passports of American citizens to be renewed from time to time. 

 By my baptism, a second passport certifies me as an ambassador for Christ.  It does not have to 

be renewed, because it is eternal.   

 I DO salute two flags.  I DO benefit from dual citizenship.  One by birth…one by baptism.  For me, 

one of the two is primary, preferential. 

   


